
James and John left all that they had known and the future they had prepared for to follow Jesus of
Nazareth on a path they couldn’t predict. When during that journey they asked Jesus for the places of
honor in the coming kingdom, Jesus knew that once again they were clueless. Yet, James did indeed
drink from the same cup as Jesus when he became the first apostle to be killed for his faith. We, who also
want to pin down God’s promise to us, pray that we will have the faith to follow our Lord into a future that
may not always be the one we might have planned.

   

SAINT JAMES THE ELDER, APOSTLE 

July 25, 2021

   

 

The word toccata, which appeared in the sixteenth century, usually means a piece based on exciting figuration, often
in perpetual motion. In the prelude, this figuration accompanies the twentieth century English hymn tune King’s Lynn,
which was originally a folk song. The word quintal in the second toccata refers not only to the fact that the piece has five
beats in each measure, but also its harmony, which features chords built in fourths and fifths, instead of the more usual
thirds.

Prelude Toccata on King’s Lynn arr. J. William Greene
(By All Your Saints in Warfare, Hymn 178)

Hymn

Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.



Prayer of the Day
 

Gracious God, we remember before you today your servant and apostle James, the first among the
twelve to be martyred for the name of Jesus Christ. Pour out on the leaders of your Church that
spirit of self-denying service which is the true mark of authority among your people, through Jesus
Christ our servant, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - 1 Kings 19:9-18
  

After great cataclysmic events, Elijah hears God in the silence.
    

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him,
saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left,
and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
  He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great
wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind;
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was
not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went
out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as
king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of
Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from
the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him.”
 

Psalm 7:1-10
  

God is my shield and defense.
  

O Lord my God, I take refuge in you;
save and deliver me from all who pursue me;

lest like a lion they tear me in pieces
and snatch me away with none to deliver me.
O Lord my God, if I have done these things:

if there is any wickedness in my hands,
if I have repaid my friend with evil,

or plundered my enemy without cause,
then let my enemy pursue and overtake me,

trample my life into the ground, and lay my honor in the dust.
Stand up, O Lord, in your wrath; rise up against the fury of my enemies.

Awake, O my God, decree justice.
Let the assembly of the peoples gather round you.

Be seated on your lofty throne, O Most High.
O Lord, judge the nations;

give judgment for me according to my righteousness, O Lord, and according to my innocence, O Most High.
Let the malice of the wicked come to an end, but establish the righteous;

for you test the mind and heart, O righteous God.
God is my shield and defense,
the savior of the true in heart.



Second Lesson - Acts 11:27– 12:3a
 

King Herod orders the death of the apostle James.
  

At that time when Barnabas and Saul were in Antioch,  prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named
Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all the world; and this took place during
the reign of Claudius. The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would send relief to the believers living
in Judea; this they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of
John, killed with the sword. After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also.

Holy Gospel - Mark 10:35-45
  

James and John seek the seats of honor in Christ’s kingdom. Jesus teaches the disciples that greatness
is not measured in terms of honor, but rather in their willingness to be servants of all people.

 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, “Teacher,
we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you
want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and
one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink
you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to
sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared.”

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called
them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as
their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

Sermon 
 

     It was two months to the day before he would be gunned down. It was on February 4, 1968, that The
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., preached a sermon titled “The Drum Major Instinct” at Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Atlanta. He set the stage by discussing ego, highlighting that basic instinctual human
drive and desire for attention, for recognition, for power, for control. Dr. King said the “drum major
instinct”is that desire to be important, to surpass others, to achieve distinction, to be out front, to be first,
to lead the parade. 
     The scripture text on which Dr. King’s sermon was based that day was from chapter ten of the gospel
according to Mark – the same verses that constitute our gospel reading this morning on this Feast Day
of St. James the Elder, Apostle. It’s so easy to see the “drum major instinct” illustrated in the story of
James and John and their request to Jesus of Nazareth. These sons of Zebedee – these ambitious,
brazen “sons of thunder” – are part of Jesus’ inner circle. They were among the first disciples he called
from the fishing boats along the Sea of Galilee. They have been with Jesus at a number of pivotal
moments and events in his ministry, and his unfolding final journey to Jerusalem. James, along with his
brother John, want to have a special place in the new kingdom that Jesus is coming to inaugurate – they
want the best seats, a place at the head of the table, at the front of the line. They want to bask in the
glow of King Jesus, to receive attention and glory, to be important, to be his right-and-left-hand men in
his new regime. “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory,” they ask.
    In response to their audacious request, Jesus lets them know that they are clueless about that for
which they ask. Even though he has repeatedly explained that his is a different kind of kingdom, that
those who follow him are to take up their crosses, deny themselves, and be servants of all, the “sons of
thunder” still have stars in their eyes. “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the



baptism that I am baptized with?” asks Jesus. “We are able,” James and John reply eagerly. “We are
able.”
     James was, indeed, to have his glory. He would be at the top of the heap, the drum major at the front
of the line, at the head of the table, the recipient of attention, the very first of the twelve, in fact, to die
as a martyr in the service of his Lord Jesus. What a reversal! No more was James egotistically and
selfishly seeking the praise and recognition of other humans. Rather, in faithfulness to his Lord, he was
arrested, humiliated, and put to death. Truly, he did drink the Lord’s cup and was baptized with the Lord’s
baptism. By God’s grace, he was able.
     Dr. King, in his sermon about the “Drum Major Instinct,” went on to say, “Jesus gave us a new norm
of greatness. If you want to be important—wonderful. If you want to be recognized—wonderful. If you
want to be great—wonderful. But recognize that he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.”
He continued, “. . . by giving that definition of greatness, it means that everybody can be great, because
everybody can serve. You don't have to have a college degree to serve. You don't have to make your
subject and your verb agree to serve. You don't have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve. You
don't have to know Einstein's theory of relativity to serve. You don't have to know the second theory of
thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love. And
you can be that servant.”
     It is God’s heart of grace – revealed in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ – that calls
US to servanthood as well. The good news is that our Lord’s faithfulness and activity don’t depend on
our own faithfulness or faithlessness, but rather on the promises of GOD to be for us and with us till the
end of the age. Our Lord is dying to love us as a servant king, a servant leader, revealing how his mission
is to empower and serve others through his cruciform heart. Because of his love and grace, his glory can
therefore shine through US as he shows US how to find our lives by losing them for the sake of the
people – for the sake of the world, of the cosmos – God loves so very much.
     Today’s gospel portrays James and John in “drum major mode,” lobbying for positions of prominence
even while Jesus is beginning his funeral procession toward Jerusalem. Jesus knows that he’s on a
collision course with the powers-that-be of the first century, just as Martin Luther King, Jr., knew he was
on a collision course in the twentieth century. In this February 1968 premonition of his own death, and
a vision of his own funeral, King wrote: “. . .if you want to say that I was a drum major, say that I was a
drum major for justice. Say that I was a drum major for peace. I was a drum major for righteousness. And
all of the other shallow things will not matter. I won't have any money to leave behind. I won't have the
fine and luxurious things of life to leave behind. But I just want to leave a committed life behind. And
that's all I want to say.”
     He then quoted from the lyrics of the song, “If I Can Help Somebody,” sung so movingly by Mahalia
Jackson and others:

If I can help somebody as I pass along,
If I can cheer somebody with a word or song,
If I can show somebody he's traveling wrong,
Then my living will not be in vain.
If I can do my duty as a Christian ought,
If I can bring salvation to a world once wrought,
If I can spread the message as the master taught,
Then my living will not be in vain. 

     Dr. King then concluded his sermon with these powerful words by which to live – and for which to die:
“Yes, Jesus, I want to be on your right or your left side, not for any selfish reason. I want to be on your
right or your left side, not in terms of some political kingdom or ambition. But I just want to be there in
love and in justice and in truth and in commitment to others, so that we can make of this old world a new
world.” Amen



Hymn of the Day 

The Prayers
 

United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray for the Church, the world, and all
who are in need.
 

Raise up, O God, faithful ministers to proclaim the gospel and serve your Church. We pray for all the
baptized. Give your people a spirit of humility, and equip us for ministry in your name. 
 

Sustain the earth, your beloved creation and our fragile home. Help us restore areas devastated by flood,
earthquake, fire, or windstorm. Help us to be good stewards of the land, the seas, and the air. 
 

Guide all in positions of leadership and authority. Turn us away from violence and vengeance. Embolden
us to stand against tyranny, hatred, and injustice. Give courage to those who risk their lives to protect
others. 
 

Help us be your presence in the world: to rescue those who suffer abuse or neglect, to provide for those
who lack adequate food and shelter, to care for those impacted by natural disasters, to draw near to
those who experience depression or loneliness, to heal the sick and comfort the grieving.
 

Bless the work of this congregation. Encourage those who serve as members of the Church Council,
committees, and ministry teams. Make us willing and able to embrace the greatness that comes from
humbly offering ourselves in service to others. 
 



With thanksgiving, we remember St. James the Elder, Apostle, and all who have gone before us in the
faith. Gather us into the communion of saints and bring us with them to your eternal presence.
 

In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your eternal mercy and love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing.
May we be faithful and generous as we support our mission

“to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.

  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Quintal Toccata J. William Greene

�       �       �



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

July 25   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
11:00 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth
  

Monday,        9:15 a.m. Strength & Balance Exercise Class  
July 26   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class
 

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 

July 28  

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.) 

July 29
 

Friday,   9:15 a.m. Strength & Balance Exercise Class
July 30   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class
   

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

August 1   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Service of Holy Communion

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Bobbie and Tom Schuler

in celebration of their sixty-eighth wedding anniversary.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Rosalind Cashwell

in memory of Paul Cashwell.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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