
We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel,
Jesus of Nazareth offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch.
Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

   

  EIGHTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
 

July 26, 2020

   

Prelude Toccata Quarta for Organ to Be Played at Communion    Girolamo Frescobaldi
(1583-1643)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us
into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

First Lesson - 1 Kings 3:5–12
   

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies,
God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

  
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, "Ask what I should give you." 6And

Solomon said, "You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love,
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place
of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst
of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your
great people?"

 10It pleased the LORD that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, "Because you have asked this, and have not asked
for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is
right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you
and no one like you shall arise after you."

Psalm 119:129-136
  

The psalmist continues to praise God’s commandments and asks for guidance and the Lord’s justice.
 

Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.

130When your word goes forth it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.

131I open my mouth and pant;
I long for your commandments.

132Turn to me in mercy,
as you always do to those who love your name.

133Steady my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.

134Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.

135Let your countenance shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.

136My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your law.



Second Lesson - Romans 8:26–39
  

These words celebrate the depth of God's actions for us. Through our Lord’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us,
we are fused to God's love poured out in Jesus the Christ. Nothing, not even death itself,

is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.
  

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with
sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29For
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified.

 31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his own
Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
 

Holy Gospel - Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52
 

Throughout Matthew's gospel, Jesus of Nazareth and his disciples proclaim the good news that "the kingdom of heaven is near!"
Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people's lives.

  
31Jesus put before the crowds another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and

sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches."

33He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.

44The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had
and bought it.

47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out
the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

51Have you understood all this?" They answered, "Yes." 52And he said to them, "Therefore every
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings
out of his treasure what is new and what is old."

Sermon 
 

     “What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done; there is nothing new
under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1:9) 
     This verse from the wisdom literature of Ecclesiastes – especially the phrase, “there is nothing new
under the sun” – comes to mind when looking at the front page of the newspaper each day or scrolling
through one’s newsfeed. We are bombarded with a bit of everything – coronavirus, economic uncertainty,
racial unrest, political and religious extremism, corruption, governmental ineptitude, ideologically-driven



violence, death, destruction, mayhem – and that’s just on page one! It’s very easy to think that the world
has lost its mind.
     Of course, “there is nothing new under the sun.” A bit over a century ago – on July 28, 1914 – World
War I was triggered because an Austro-Hungarian prince had been assassinated in Sarajevo by a
Serbian one month earlier. It should not be lost on us that the war started because of conflicting imperial
ambitions, as Austria-Hungary, Russia, England, France, the Ottomans, Germany, and others were
drawn into what came to be called the “Great War” because of rival interlocking alliances. To many
observers at the time, it seemed that the world had lost its mind then as well.
     Today, as in centuries and millennia past, the world still deals with the problem of empire – ruling
structures that function with little to no regard for the human consequences in their quest for economic,
political, military, and territorial dominance. It’s the problem of empire that gives us insight into the context
of our reading today from Paul’s letter to the Romans. He was concerned with the dangers and
pretensions of imperial Rome in the first century of the Common Era. After all, Jesus of Nazareth had
been put to death by a Roman imperial state that found Jesus’ teachings subversive and so politically
dangerous that the death penalty was used to silence him. 
     Many among Paul’s first generation of Christ-following converts – and eventually Paul, himself – were
also executed because they acknowledged Jesus the Christ – and NOT CAESAR – as Lord, as King,
as Mighty Counselor, as Mighty God, as Prince of Peace. Paul’s critique of empire and proclamation of
liberation reach full voice in the ringing words that come at the end of our reading from Romans 8 this
morning. Paul writes, “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
     This beloved passage is often read at funerals and memorial services, so we tend to think of Paul’s
message here as a powerful reassurance about life beyond death – which it most certainly is, because
some of those following the risen Christ were dying at the hands of Roman executioners. However, Paul
is also emphatically proclaiming the Jesus community’s coming final victory over Caesar – over empire:
“We are more than conquerors,” writes Paul. Neither rulers nor powers will be able to defeat God’s
people, ultimately. God’s love wins in the end.
     Today, a bit more than a century after World War I, what does Paul’s letter to the Romans tell us in
light of the front page of our daily newspapers or the headlines in our newsfeeds? How do our cherished
notions of human progress look in light of the destructiveness and brutality of our world? What does Paul
offer us as we struggle to make sense of human suffering at the hands of cynical, uncaring imperial
thinking and behavior in our world today? What happens when we place our trust in nation states, or
human achievement, or wealth, or power, or race, or nationalism, or human rulers? 
     The various forces arrayed against us can seem at times overwhelming, but Paul’s letter to the
Romans encourages us to never give up hope. His words resound down through the centuries,
proclaiming that a faith grounded in the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ helps us
meet and endure the sufferings of this world. “If God is for us, who is against us?” he writes. We know
that God is for us when we look at the imperial Roman cross on which Jesus of Nazareth was executed
and at the empty tomb from which he was raised. The God we see in Jesus the Christ knows what it is
to suffer as we do. The God we see in Jesus the Christ also knows what it is to live a new and risen life
on the other side of that suffering. God is with us because God has been there in Christ Jesus. We are
not alone. We are loved and known and held by the risen Christ who continues to go through all of life’s
struggles with us.
     We know that it’s very easy to think that the world has lost its mind. The trenches, the poison gas, the
shell shock of the “Great War” gave way to global pandemics, political revolution, communism, economic
collapse, fascism, concentration camps, ethnic cleansing, another world war and smaller wars and police
actions, a cold war, societal upheaval, terrorism, and environmental exploitation and devastation –
interspersed with periods of economic prosperity, and advancement of civil rights, and technological
progress, and care of creation, and other positive accomplishments along the way. Yet, we know, “there
is nothing new under the sun.” People will always be expendable to empires. 



     That’s why Paul’s message is timeless, why it is a living word, reassuring us that, in and through
Christ Jesus, God loves us no matter what, no matter when, no matter where, no matter who, no matter
why, no matter how. The holy and risen One who triumphed over all that empire could bring to bear is
with us, giving us victory over sin and death. May we live into the assurance that we are God’s own
beloved children, and share that good news with the people we see every day who are hurting,
disappointed, worried, convinced that they have no worth in the world. May we remind them, as we
remind ourselves, that nothing – absolutely nothing – can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
  

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the Church, the world, and all who are
in need.
 

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in the common things of life. Reveal yourself to us in ways both
traditional and surprising, in places old and new. Help your Church witness to the many ways you
encounter us in daily life. 
  

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and awe of your
creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and
healing caretakers of our home. 
  

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the welcoming shade
of your merciful reign. Guide leaders of nations to build trust with each other and walk in the ways of
peace. 
  

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help us when
we do not know how to pray. Help us give healing to the sick, refuge to the weary, justice to those who



are oppressed, and comfort to the dying. Accompany those living with anxiety and despair. Form us to
be your arms of mercy.
  

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help our congregation ask boldly for
what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place and time.
  

In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in all times and
places. Embolden our witness now, and one day gather us with all your saints in light. 
  

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude                Canzona Quinta     Girolamo Frescobaldi



The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Rosalind Cashwell

in memory of Paul Cashwell.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Bobbie and Tom Schuler

in honor of their sixty-seventh wedding anniversary.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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