
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot all be
together in person around our Lord’s Table, we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we
join our hearts and minds for worship today.

 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we explore the mystery of Christ's presence,
mostly through the glorious Gospel according to John. Today, we gather with the disciples on the first
Easter, and the risen Christ breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas, we ask for a sign, and our Lord offers
us his wounded self. We are transformed from frightened individuals into a community of open doors,
peace, forgiveness, and material sharing with others.

 

SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER
  

April 11, 2021

 
The cheerful tunes heard in today’s hymns could not have more different origins. Dunlap’s Creek is an early
nineteenth century American tune that sounds like a folk tune, but is credited to Samuel McFarland, of whom
little is known. Gaudeamus pariter was written by Johann Horn in the early 1500s. Horn (or Roh or Cornu, as
he is variously known) was a member of the Bohemian Brethren. A vast number of popular and very singable
hymn tunes emanate from this obscure Protestant sect. The sound heard in the middle of the postlude is a
Regal. This class of reed stops is unique because the resonators are extremely short, giving it a “buzzy”
sound. Its lowest pipe is only one foot long, but sounds the same pitch as a pipe eight feet long!

Prelude             Variations on Dunlap’s Creek J. William Greene
(Improvisation-Duo-Ornamented Chorale-Imitation-Fugue)

(We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight)

Thanksgiving For Baptism
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of Holy Baptism.
 

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your Church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.

Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.

Amen



Hymn

Easter Acclamation and Apostolic Greeting
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen



WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD

First Lesson - Acts 4:32–35
  

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, the early Christ-following community shared
what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.

 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any
possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many
as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need.

Psalm 133
 

The psalmist sings a prayer for unity.
 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is,
when brethren live together in unity!

2It is like fine oil upon the head
that runs down upon the beard,

3upon the beard of Aaron,
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4It is like the dew of Hermon
that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5For there the LORD has ordained the blessing:
life forevermore.

Second Lesson - 1 John 1:1—2:2
  

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has been sin.
God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ's death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God's light.

  

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life — 2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify
to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us — 3we declare to you what we have
seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 5This is the message we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while
we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the
sins of the whole world. 

Holy Gospel - John 20:19–31
  

The risen Christ appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift
of the Holy Spirit. However, one of their number is missing and his pragmatic realism

prompts another visit from the risen Lord.
  

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has



sent me, so I send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples
told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe."
28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.

Sermon
   

     “I can’t breathe!” 

     Those words have been imprinted on our national consciousness in recent years. Those were the

anguished words of George Floyd as he died on a Minneapolis street last May, of Eric Garner as he died

on a New York City sidewalk in 2014, and of at least seventy others who have died in police custody over

the past decade. According to media accounts, “among those who died after declaring ‘I can’t breathe’

were a chemical engineer in Mississippi, a former real estate agent in California, a meat salesman in

Florida and a drummer at a church in Washington State. One was an active-duty soldier who had

survived two tours in Iraq. One was a registered nurse. One was a doctor.” The dead ranged in age from

nineteen to sixty-five.

     “I can’t breathe” could perhaps have been unrecorded words spoken by Jesus of Nazareth on the

cross, because crucifixion kills by asphyxiation, by suffocation, which brings another dimension to the

unfolding story in our gospel reading today. The gospel according to John paints a portrait of Jesus of

Nazareth’s fear-filled disciples gathered behind locked doors on the Sunday evening of the resurrection.

The events of recent days are spinning in their heads: their Last Supper with Jesus, his trial, his

crucifixion, and now on this Sunday – the first day of the week – an empty tomb and reports of his

resurrection. The disciples’ world has been violently turned upside down, so they gather in a safe place,

behind locked doors, to re-group and assess their life-threatening situation. Will they, as Jesus’ followers,

be the next ones rounded up and executed? Their hiding place sounds stifling, suffocating, as they

huddle together. One can imagine the onset of “we can’t breathe” claustrophobia in such a confined

space.

     However, as the story unfolds, the risen Christ enters that locked safe house in Jerusalem and

BREATHES on his fear-filled disciples. He – whose life-breath was extinguished on the cross – comes

and performs holy, transforming resuscitation on his followers by BREATHING the Holy Spirit upon them,

by BREATHING new life into them, in the midst of the fear and anxiety in which they find themselves.

The story notes that Thomas was not with the other disciples at the time of the risen Christ’s appearance

that evening, and their reports of “we have seen the Lord” don’t convince him. Thomas is a student of

the “seeing is believing” school of thought.



     One week later, however, Thomas IS present when the risen Christ offers him the opportunity to see

and touch the mark of the nails and the spear wound that had been inflicted upon Jesus in those final

hours of his life. Surprisingly, according to the gospel and contrary to some artistic portrayals, Thomas

DOESN’T touch our Lord’s hands and side. Instead, in the transformational power of that moment,

Thomas exclaims, “My Lord and my God!” The doctrine of “seeing is believing” is turned on its head as

the life-changing BREATH of the resurrection empowers Thomas to realize that BELIEVING is a

privileged form of seeing. BELIEVING is living into the gift of the breath of God, the Holy Spirit, who

brings gifts of forgiveness and peace that have the power to abolish fear and anxiety. BELIEVING is

being embraced by the Spirit, who makes Thomas – and the other disciples – witnesses to the joy of

knowing God in Christ Jesus. This Spirit empowers and sends the disciples forth as ambassadors of

God’s reconciling love and peace. It propels them outward to share the Good News of the resurrection

in a world that embraces death, to proclaim the grace of the gospel in a world that embraces legalism,

and to announce the forgiveness of sins in a world that embraces judgment. 

     By God’s grace, the Holy Spirit’s BREATHING transcends space and time as a gift to those of us who

were NOT in that locked room some 2,000 years ago. However, we, too, know what it means to live in

an unsettled, “I can’t breathe” kind of world in which people cower in disappointment, sadness, and fear,

wondering what it means to trust, to believe, to belove. Amid lives full of suffocating uncertainty,

confusion, conflict, suffering, and death that seem to hold little or no promise of NEW life, we live many

generations removed from that moment of the first disciples’ encounter with the risen Lord. 

     Yet, the story of Thomas shows us that the wounded and risen Christ meets us where we are, and

works in and through us, with the gift of God’s own Spirit. The story of Thomas reminds us that there is

a world full of people who yearn for the presence of a merciful, forgiving, loving, and reconciling God, and

that the reality of God’s saving and healing purposes are not yet complete. We, therefore, are

COMMISSIONED in the waters of Holy Baptism and EMPOWERED by the Holy Spirit to give witness

to the risen Christ through lives of hope, forgiveness, and love. In meeting others, WE bring Christ and

the power of God to transform this world. 

     The risen Christ IS present with us this day in Word and prayer and community to BREATHE into us

new life and new possibilities. The risen Christ shows up where we are least likely to expect it in our own

locked, fear-filled, “I can’t breathe” rooms. Where Christ may be seen through eyes of faith is often in the

very wounds of our lives that seem to bring only emptiness, pain, and disappointment. Where Christ may

be seen through the eyes of faith is in the person who offers a word, a gesture, a moment of grace,

comfort, and hope. The story of Easter is the story of God choosing our failures and disappointments to

make a final and triumphant stand for LIFE – for ALL of us – forever. Christ IS risen and comes to

BREATHE us into abundant life as he sends US forth to BREATHE his peace and forgiveness on the

world. Amen



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises
to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
 

You shower your Church with grace, O God. Unite the whole Church on earth, so that with one heart it
testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. 
 

You proclaim the blessing of life all around us. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation. Help
us restore waters, cleanse the air, and save lands that have been misused. Inspire us to care for the
whole of your creation.
 

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of your
love. Defeat in us our impulse to violence and war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority
and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. 
 

You place within the heart of the Church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous Spirit,
that we provide for the needs of others. Empower our actions so that we may breathe your peace to
those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. 
 

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of the risen Christ in our
life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete.
 

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts all the
saints who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope.
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Easter Acclamation and Dismissal
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Prelude on Gaudeamus pariter Wilbur Held
(Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain, Hymn 132)                            (1914-2015)

�       �       �



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

April 11   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)   
  5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing) 

 

Tuesday,   7:00 p.m. Church Council  (via Zoom) 
April 13
 

Wednesday,     9:30 a.m. Women’s Sewing Group (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing) 

April 14
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

April 15   1:00 p.m. Bible Study (via Zoom)
 

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group (via Zoom) 
April 16     6:00 p.m. Dinner for residents of The Gateway
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

April 18   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

12:00 p.m. Intermediate & Junior Youth (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing)

  6:30 p.m. Senior Youth (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing) 

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by the Altar Guild

in honor and in memory of all Altar Guild members, past and present.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Faye Hesson

in honor of her son Tim’s birthday.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.



Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
1000 Langhorne Road

Lynchburg, Virginia 24503
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