
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
 

St. Luke is identified by tradition as the author of both Luke and Acts, with both books taking care to place the events of Jesus
of Nazareth’s life and the early Jesus movement in both their social and religious contexts. The gospel according to Luke
includes a number of stories and songs not found in the other gospels, including the song of Zechariah at the birth of John
the Baptist (“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel . . .”); the annunciation and Mary’s joyful response (“My soul magnifies the Lord
. . .”); angels appearing to shepherds in the field at the birth of Jesus (“Gloria in excelsis . . .”); the presentation of Jesus in
the temple and Simeon’s song (“Lord, now let your servant depart in peace . . .”); along with some beloved parables, including
the Good Samaritan, and the father with two lost sons (prodigal son). The Acts of the Apostles is a portrait of how the Christ-
following movement began to spread and the Church was founded. There is a strong emphasis on care for the poor and
marginalized, and the importance of welcoming all into God’s family.

   

ST.  LUKE,  EVANGELIST
 

 

October 18, 2020

   

Prelude   Toccata in A Minor Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck
(1562-1621)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Almighty God, you inspired your servant Luke to reveal in his gospel the love and healing
power of your Son. Give your Church the same love and power to heal, and to proclaim
your salvation among the nations to the glory of your name, through Jesus Christ, your
Son, our healer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS

First Lesson - Isaiah 43:8-13
    

Set in the framework of a court of law, this poem describes God calling Israel to the witness stand
to testify to the fact that God alone is the true God.

   
8Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes,

who are deaf, yet have ears!
9Let all the nations gather together,

and let the peoples assemble.
Who among them declared this,

and foretold to us the former things?
Let them bring their witnesses to justify them,

and let them hear and say, “It is true.”
10You are my witnesses, says the LORD,

and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me

and understand that I am he.
Before me no god was formed,

nor shall there be any after me.
11I, I am the LORD,

and besides me there is no savior.
12I declared and saved and proclaimed,

when there was no strange god among you;
and you are my witnesses, says the LORD.

13I am God, and also henceforth I am He;
there is no one who can deliver from my hand;
I work and who can hinder it?

Psalm 124
  

Our help is in the name of the Lord.
 

1If the Lord had not been on our side,
let Israel now say;

2if the Lord had not been on our side,
when enemies rose up against us,

3then would they have swallowed us up alive
in their fierce anger toward us;



4then would the waters have overwhelmed us
and the torrent gone over us;

5then would the raging waters
have gone right over us.

6Blessed be the Lord!
He has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

7We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.

Second Lesson - 2 Timothy 4:5-11
 

Knowing that death draws near, the epistle writer gives thanks for the grace to finish the race,
trusting in the final blessing that awaits him in Christ.

 

5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.
6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good

fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

9Do your best to come to me soon, 10for Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to
Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you,
for he is useful in my ministry.

Holy Gospel - Luke 1:1-4; 24:44-53
 

These introductory and concluding verses of the gospel according to Luke provide us with the reason he is writing: 
so that we might know the truth about Jesus the Christ who, in his suffering, death,

and resurrection, fulfilled the ancient promises of God.
 

Luke writes: 1Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled among
us, 2just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3I too
decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, 4so that you may know the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed.

24:44Before he ascended, Jesus said to the disciples and their companions: “These are my words that I spoke to you while
I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he
withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy;
53and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

Sermon 
 

     “The Church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints.” This saying has been attributed to

a number of people, including, among others, St. Augustine, St. John Chrysostom, St. Ignatius of Antioch

(whom we commemorated yesterday), and Abigail Van Buren, of “Dear Abby” newspaper advice column

fame. No one can identify the saying’s origin with certainty, but thanks to the three synoptic gospels –

those according to Mark, Matthew, and Luke – we have an account of Jesus of Nazareth reinforcing that

concept: “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick;” says Jesus. “I have



come to call not the righteous but sinners to repentance.”

     Today, we celebrate the Feast Day of St. Luke, Evangelist. We know very little about the historical

Luke, other than he was a companion – a “fellow worker” – on the apostle Paul’s missionary journeys.

The author of Colossians refers to Luke as the “beloved physician,” meaning “one who heals.” Therefore,

Luke has been regarded traditionally as the patron saint of doctors and nurses, and of the medical

profession and healing arts in general. Another ancient and widespread tradition is that Luke was an

artist, a painter of pictures and religious icons, making him the patron saint of artists, even though the

evidence is quite uncertain. (As an aside, our Luke stained glass window here in the nave at Holy Trinity

includes the image of an artist’s palette.) Also, according to tradition – but keeping in mind that ancient

writers would sometimes write under someone else’s name – Luke has been known as the author of the

gospel bearing his name, as well as the book of Acts – the Acts of the Apostles. Combined, Luke-Acts

makes up more than one-quarter of the entire Christian testament, and includes some of our more

beloved narratives, songs, and parables.

     Luke the evangelist, the bearer of the Good News of Jesus the Christ, goes hand-in-hand with Luke

the healer. The work of an evangelist is to be an agent of God’s healing and reconciliation; to proclaim

God’s love in gathering the world to God’s self; and, to enact that gathering and reconciliation through

works of mercy. The author of the gospel according to Luke portrays Jesus of Nazareth as a prophetic

figure announcing that God is faithful to the outcasts and the marginalized, that God wants to heal our

human divisions and welcome those at the edges of society into the people of God. Jesus proclaims the

release of captives and the exaltation of the poor and the brokenhearted. Salvation in Luke’s Gospel is

healing with a distinctly political dimension, with Jesus as the one who binds up all wounds and brings

wholeness.   

     Of course, this gathering and healing can be uncomfortable, because standing up to the forces that

have shattered the world makes one vulnerable to those same forces. God’s saving work in Christ Jesus

– setting captives free and nursing the wounded – challenges those who have risen to the top by casting

down, exploiting, and climbing over the poor and lowly. The powers-that-be have never been kind to

those who challenge them. Just look at John the Baptist, and Jesus, and St. Paul, and other apostles

and disciples down through history, even to those courageous, prophetic voices in our own time. The risk

of hardship is real for those who faithfully pursue the task of proclaiming a healing Gospel that gathers

the broken and thrown-away at the margins into the fullness of God’s people and the fullness of the

human community.

     We live in a broken world, plagued by violence and exploitation, in which peace seems like a pipe

dream. Humanity is sick with sin – from both personal and corporate perspectives. Many days, just

glancing at the news makes it tempting to despair and wonder if God has to be about finished with this

dumpster fire of a world. We know this brokenness, these dumpster fires, in our own lives as well. Our

priorities are disordered by sin and self-centeredness. Life is fractured and disjointed, not what God

intends.

     St. Augustine once commented that God is like a physician, setting bones that are broken.

Sometimes, however, patients come with bones that have rejoined without being properly set, and these

bones have to be broken again and re-set before proper healing can take place. In a similar way, the

Gospel work of healing the world requires that we break down our disordered ways of being and allow

them to be re-set by God.

     The Good News – the Gospel – is that God is at work, healing our brokenness. God has healed us



through Christ the Great Physician, and God will continue to make that healing manifest in the world –

through US. We are called and commissioned through Holy Baptism to share the Good News, to pray

and work for healing, to bandage our broken world through the ministries of the Church – which truly is

a hospital for sinners when she is at her best of BEING Church. We are called to participate in the

unfolding of this healing, in word and deed, but it is GOD who drives the work. It is GOD who empowers

us with the initiative and power to take up the cross of our Lord, the Holy One who poured himself out

and defeated death. We’re in this because GOD works through the Church, Christ’s Body on earth, to

gather the whole world under God’s wings like little chicks.

     On this Feast Day of St. Luke, Evangelist and Healer, let US be ambassadors of the Good News,

inviting the world to share in the healing power of the resurrected Christ, even as that power continues

to challenge and change us. Trusting in the faithfulness of God to make good on God’s promises, let us

go into the world to bind up the wounds of the brokenhearted, so that God’s health, and wholeness, and

salvation may spread over all the earth. Amen    

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
  

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all those in need.
 

Liberating God, you call your Church to the service of your Son by bringing good news to the poor,
healing to the sick, and reconciliation to the sinful. Empower us to support the stressed, comfort the
suffering, and speak up for those whose voices are marginalized or unheard. 



Lover of creation and all of humanity, you call us to be keepers of our brothers and sisters and of all that
you have made. Help us take responsibility for the proper care and stewardship of the earth and the
needs of our neighbors, especially those who are unemployed,  those evicted from their housing, and
for all who experience prejudice based on skin color, ethnicity, or economic status.
 

Giver of Wisdom, pour out your gifts on the decision makers in our nation and world. Heal hardened
hearts and spirits. Empower them to be imaginative in their thinking, creative in their planning, and
compassionate in their administration and care.
 

Great Physician, we thank you for all whom you bless with your gifts of compassion, knowledge, and
healing skills. Be with health care professionals in all that they do, that they may be your channels of
healing to those who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. May they find strength, support, encouragement,
and gratitude from those they serve.
 

Compassionate God, we hold before you all those in need of healing, comfort, and hope, especially
those who have asked for our prayers. Calm anxious minds, bring balm to depressed spirits, give
strength to weakened bodies, and grant assurance to the dying, that all who are in need may know your
healing presence surrounding and holding them.
 

Living God, teach us to know and accept the limitations of our mortality, that we not burden others with
unreasonable expectations but live with contentment and thanksgiving for the many gifts we have
received. We rejoice with all the saints who from their labors rest, especially today for Luke the
evangelist, until we are led into your greater life through him who died and was raised that we might live
in your eternal presence. 
 

Hear us when we call upon you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and
turmoil. Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May
we be faithful and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude     Tocata   Juan Bautista Cabanilles

�       �       �

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Janet and Walter Loy

in honor of their sixty-fifth wedding anniversary.

The candles are given to the Glory of God
by Patricia and David Mickley

in memory of David’s father and mother, William and Jean,
and his son, David.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

October 18   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  2:00 p.m. Pastor’s Information Class (via Zoom)

 afternoon Third Sunday Program (via YouTube) 
      

Monday,   7:00 p.m. Bible Study (via Zoom)
October 19    

        

Tuesday,   1:00 p.m. Bible Study (via Zoom)
October 20
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

October 22
 

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group (via Zoom) 

October 23
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

October 25   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  6:00 p.m. All Youth – Dinner & “Games in the Dark” (meet outside Fellowship Hall) 

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia

  

Organist-Choirmaster  -  J. William Greene
Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


