
 

THE  RESURRECTION  OF  OUR  LORD
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Prelude Sonata Baldassare Galuppi

Hymn



Easter Acclamation and Apostolic Greeting
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become
the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and
help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

First Lesson - Isaiah 25:6-9

Our reading from the Hebrew scriptures is a prophetic hymn envisioning the day of the Lord’s salvation.
The prophet uses a rich banquet as an image for the time of festival.

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food
filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all
peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the
tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be
said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have
waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

The psalmist sings in praise of the Lord’s salvation and deliverance from death..

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his mercy endures forever.
Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures forever."

The LORD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.

There is a sound of exultation and victory in the tents of the righteous:
"The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!

The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!"

I shall not die but live, and declare the works of the LORD.
     

The LORD has punished me sorely,
but he did not hand me over to death.

Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD.

"This is the gate of the LORD; he who is righteous may enter."
I will give thanks to you for you answered me

and have become my salvation.
   

The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the LORD's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the LORD has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.



Second Lesson - Acts 10:34-43
      

Peter’s sermon is a summary of the essential message of Christianity:
the good news of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection is the forgiveness of everyone’s sins.

     

Peter began to speak to the people: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ - he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,
not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and
the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Holy Gospel - John 20:1-18
  

The gospel according to John describes the confusion and excitement of our Lord’s resurrection: the stone is moved,
disciples race back and forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, the risen Christ himself appears.

  

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had
been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said
to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached
the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head,
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one
at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and
I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to
me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told
them that he had said these things to her.

Sermon

     It has become a daily ritual for many of us. Perhaps the clock radio springs to life before the crack
of dawn with the first news of the day, or we turn on the television for the latest headlines, or we go
outside to retrieve the morning paper or pull it up online, or we begin to explore what’s in our daily
newsfeed on an electronic device of one sort or another. Through these and other avenues, we are
confronted each day with “the count” – “the count” of how many people have died of the coronavirus in
the previous twenty-four hours: around the world, around the United States, in our own Commonwealth,
in our local community. It’s a grim reality check. How many are now infected? How many new lives has



the pandemic taken? Anyone notable or widely known? Anyone known personally to us, or to someone
we know? How many degrees of separation are there? What work has death done today?
     Checking-in on the work of death is what Mary Magdalene is all about in our gospel reading this
morning.  Someone both NOTABLE and PERSONAL has fallen victim to death, executed by the
Romans as a threat to the powers-that-be. Jesus of Nazareth was notable – the Jewish mystic, the
itinerant rabbi, a doer of signs and wonders, whom some said was the long-awaited Messiah. However,
Mary Magdalene knew him personally, so she is up before the crack of dawn on a Sunday morning to
go to the place where the one she knew as “Lord” had been laid in a borrowed garden tomb. After seeing
that the stone had been removed from the tomb – and frantically reporting that shocking information to
Simon Peter and the beloved disciple – Mary later encounters the risen Christ in the garden, thinking him
to be the gardener. However, when our Lord calls Mary by name, she sees and trusts and is given new
life. One can imagine that in the shock and joy of that moment, her first impulse is to embrace Jesus, the
One who embraced death in order to defeat it. However, perhaps in an example of biblical “physical” or
“social distancing,” he says to her, “Do not hold on to me” – although he doesn’t seem to give her a six-
foot guideline. 
     Mary Magdalene discovers that the work that death had done has been defeated by the power of the
loving God who calls US by name, who desires more than anything to be in relationship with us, who will
not abandon us to the deadliness of our world. This is the Good News that she – as an apostle to the
apostles – proclaims to the other disciples who are still trying to make sense of the whiplash-inducing
events of the previous week. Acclamations of “Hosanna” had devolved into shouts of “Crucify him!” as
the days passed by. After that fateful Friday afternoon, they had gone into self-isolation, locking their
doors out of fear for their safety. They were still reeling from the brutal heartache and loss they had
experienced, unsure of what the future held, unable to imagine their lives ever returning to normal. Sound
familiar?
      We, too, live in a day and age of fear. We, too, live in a time of stay-at-home isolation – except in our
case, it’s for the health and good of the wider community, another way to love our neighbor. Many are
afraid for their safety, their security, their lives, their futures. Yet, we give thanks this Easter Day that –
at the cross and in the resurrection of our Lord – God meets us in all the harsh realities of this life: in
hardship, struggle, loss, fear, recession, scarcity, disease, hunger, death. However, as painful as these
things most certainly are, they do not have the last word. Rather, the reality of the resurrection is that
God’s light is more powerful than darkness, that God’s love is stronger than brokenness and pandemic,
and that the abundant life God gives us in the risen Christ prevails over ALL things – even death itself. 
     What work has death done today? 2,000 years ago, Mary Magdalene set out to answer that question
in the darkness of a pre-dawn Jerusalem morning. We, too, are confronted by that question, but we are
confronted by more than just virus statistics each morning. As Otis Moss III, senior pastor of Trinity
United Church of Christ in Chicago, writes in The Washington Post, “America is infected by a virus that
has changed life for millions,” but the infection of which he speaks, and quoting him now, “directly attacks
the heart, reducing its capacity to pump compassion, courage, mercy, justice, humility and forgiveness.”
“How is this virus carried?” he asks. “It is transmitted when people of faith speak simultaneously with
arrogance and ignorance. . . When people shout “praise the Lord” while dismantling health care. When
people quote scripture while making it difficult for men and women to get food stamps to feed their
children.”
     Moss continues by noting that Easter “is a day for good news, and that news is this: There is a
vaccine for a nation infected with this virus. The scripture states: Loose the chains of injustice; set the
oppressed free; share your food with the hungry; share your shelter with the poor; give your clothes to
the naked. Only then will healing appear. Scripture tells us that if we live with compassion and do the
work of justice, then we will see God’s light break forth like the dawn.”
     On this Easter Day, we give thanks that God’s light breaks forth in the resurrection of our Lord, who
knows us and loves us and calls us by name in the waters of Holy Baptism. We give thanks for all who
are responding as they are able to help others in these challenging times – in this congregation, in this
community, in our Commonwealth, our country, in the world. Like disciples of old, may we hear our Lord’s



call to life and respond with courage and faith, not simply to survive but also to live abundant lives. After
all, once Jesus called and named and sent his first disciples, they changed the world as they lived lives
not of fear but of COMPASSION, not of cynicism but of FAITH; not of self-interest but of JUSTICE; not
of hate but of LOVE, to paraphrase Otis Moss.
     Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, and because Christ IS risen, may we therefore endeavor each day
to be bearers of the resurrection, to BE Church – for the sake of the Gospel, and for the sake of the
world. Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers 
 

Dear members of God’s family: On this Easter Day marked by both sorrow and joy, our prayers for the
Church, the world, and all in need include both heartfelt lament and fervent praise.



Let us pray.

God our Sanctuary, we lament that we cannot gather today for public worship, that death stalks the
Church, and that our sorrows and fears blunt our songs of Alleluia. Yet, around the globe we praise you
for the resurrection of Jesus the Christ from the grave, for our baptismal washing in his life, for your
presence with us in the word, and for the hope the gospel brings.
  

God our Creator, we lament that our lifestyles have harmed your creation and that our efforts to repair
your earth are now postponed in many ways. Yet, we praise you for the beauty of the natural world, for
springtime flowers and budding trees, for the soil and rain that nourish the crops. 
  

God our Ruler, we lament that war and violence still rage, that countless people suffer injustice, that the
plight of refugees seems beyond solution, that appropriate governmental action is often delayed and
inadequate. Yet, we praise you that there are those who are responding and that many aid agencies are
devoting themselves to minister to those in need.
  

God our Physician, we lament all who suffer, especially those impacted from the coronavirus – the many
thousands sick, the fear instilled, the loss of employment, the cancellation of plans, the overflow in
hospitals, the scarcity of supplies, the exhaustion of medical staff. Yet, we praise you for health and
well-being wherever it thrives, for the dedication of medical workers, for the goodwill of volunteers, for
the generosity of benefactors, and for the comfort we receive from the power of the resurrection. 
  

God our Life Eternal, we lament the thousands dead and the sadness of all who mourn, and we
remember before you all who have died in the faith. Yet, here we join in our Alleluias, and we praise you
on this Easter Day for your promise of an endless banquet of joyous life in your presence, when disease
and sorrow will be no more.
  

Gracious God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – you are the Source of life, the Word of salvation, and the
Power of mercy. Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your compassionate
might, for the sake of him who lived, died, and was raised for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship during this time of world-wide
crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table, we can hear the word of God and hold each
other in prayer.

  

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no
partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. With the women at the tomb, we are
astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love.

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Sending Prayer
  

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness,
called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.
  

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water
on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 
  

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness to your grace: forgiveness
of sin, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.
  

Send your Spirit of truth, O God, and rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope,
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who
call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever. Amen

Blessing

May the grace of the risen Christ attend us, and the love of God surround us,
and the Holy Spirit keep us, ] now and forever. Amen



Hymn

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Prelude in F Major Johann Albrechtsberger

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia

  

Organist-Choirmaster  -  J. William Greene
Trumpet  -  Steve Euhus

Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts



The Easter lilies are given to the glory of God by the following:

The Holy Trinity Altar Guild in memory of Joan Ericson;
 

John Baldridge in memory of Charlotte Baldridge;

Carol Barclay in honor of her family;
 

Edith Beck in honor of all individuals who work at health care facilities and other service establishments;

Heide Cannon in memory of Bernd Jelschen;

Bobbi Chester in honor of Lauren, Ethan, and Cale Chester;

Doris and Fred Gallagher in honor of Karen Gallagher Bowers;

Marjorie Huiner in memory of Harvey Huiner, Edith and Bernard Huiner, and Rena and William Kramer;

Jackie and Paul Kluender in honor of their children and grandchildren;

Theresa Beebe Novotny and John Beebe in memory of their grandparents,
Hilda and Clarence Beebe and Carol and Carl Selby;

Theresa Beebe Novotny, John Beebe, Alexander and Keegan Beebe, and their families in honor of
Wilma Beebe in celebration of her birthday;

Joni and Bruce Pearson in honor of their children, Lauren & David, Charlie, and Natalie, and their grandsons,
Courtland and Dempsey.

Carole Royer in honor of Dennis Roberts’ birthday, the Holy Trinity staff, and her family; and,
in memory of those in the Church triumphant;

and,
 

Carrie Wisman in honor of her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren;
and, in memory of grandchildren Berkeley and Carly.

\   \   \

The candles are given to the glory of God by Faye and Don Hesson
in honor of their son Tim’s birthday.


