
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
 

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist's plea in Psalm 80:2 is echoed in the Prayers of the Day during
Advent. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both the psalmist and the prophet cry out for an
apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus of Nazareth describing
the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything
for which we would ever hope. However, when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can
share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.

          

     FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
   

November 29, 2020

   

Prelude Prelude on Franconia arr. J. William Greene
(The Advent of Our God, Hymn 22)

Order for Confession and Forgiveness
  

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ] Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Let us prepare to welcome the Christ by turning from our sin and seeking God’s tender mercy and
compassion.

  
silence for reflection

  
P: Almighty God,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you and against our sisters and brothers. Our

words and deeds have not proclaimed your reign of justice and truth. We have failed to
watch and pray for the signs of your advent among us. Forgive our sin and come quickly
to save us. Amen

P: In the advent of the Christ, the dawn from on high breaks upon us with light and healing. Through
Jesus the Christ, God looks with favor upon you and forgives you all your sins.

C: Amen



Hymn

Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS

First Lesson - Isaiah 64:1–9
    

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed people
of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40—55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine.

This lament calls God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past.
    

1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—

2as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—

to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!

3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,



you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From ages past no one has heard,

no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,

who works for those who wait for him.
5You meet those who gladly do right,

those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;

because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6We have all become like one who is unclean,

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls on your name,

or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;

we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.

9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
  

This psalm is a lament and plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that God will turn away divine anger and restore the people.
 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,

stir up your strength and come to help us.
3Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

4O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?

5You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
16Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand,
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.

17And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name.
18Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Second Lesson - 1 Corinthians 1:3–9
 

As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of the Christ, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them
through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.

 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every

way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind — 6just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you — 7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.



Holy Gospel - Mark 13:24–37
 

In today's reading, Jesus of Nazareth encourages his followers to look forward
to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all suffering.

 

Jesus said: 24"In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great
power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 28From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon
as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.
30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

 32But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey,
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.
35Therefore, keep awake — for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or
at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep
awake."

Sermon 
  

     It was during the depths of World War II. The great German Lutheran theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer,

a key founding member of the Confessing Church, was imprisoned for being a leader in the German

resistance and for helping German Jews escape to the safety of Switzerland. In 1943, reflecting on the

season of Advent from his prison cell, Bonhoeffer wrote: “. . . a prison cell like this is a good analogy for

Advent: one waits, hopes, does this or that—ultimately negligible things—the door is locked and can only

be opened from the outside.” (Letters and Papers from Prison) Bonhoeffer would later be implicated in

a 1944 plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler. Bonhoeffer was executed by hanging in April 1945, just days

before the war ended in the European theater.

     Wait. Hope. Watch. Keep awake. These are all themes in today’s gospel reading in which we hear

foreboding words about stars falling from the sky, a fig tree, and this parable about the master of a

household who goes on a journey, leaves the slaves in charge, and tasks the doorkeeper with keeping

watch for the master’s return.  This return might happen in the evening, at midnight, at cockcrow, or at

dawn. The author of the gospel according to Mark is writing to a Jesus community feeling surrounded

and overwhelmed by the harshness of Roman occupation and persecution. The Temple has been

destroyed. The center of religious life and their national identity lies in ruins; blood flows in the streets.

Followers of the risen Christ are looking for their Lord’s return, only to be told to wait, hope, watch, and

keep awake, for no one knew when he would appear. The waiting to which they were called was not a

passive waiting. It was waiting that required discipline, action, and practice – the waiting of those who

had hope that destruction and death would not have the final word.

     So when, according to the gospel writer, will the unlooked for day and hour of God’s unveiling and

appearance be? Not so much at the end of time, but at the cross, in the hidden and unexpected unveiling

of God’s greatest work. Authorities mocked it, bystanders dismissed it, even his disciples missed it. Yet,

in that small and broken figure of Jesus of Nazareth on a cross, God was at work, bringing reconciliation

and healing to the world, promising to be with us and for us in and through all things.



     It was easy for those in the first century to be distracted from God’s promise of hope – just as it is for

us today, especially this Advent, during a time of pandemic. In a way, we have experienced our own

‘temple destruction’ this year. Even though houses of worship have remained physically intact, our rituals

and rhythms have been significantly altered as we were forced to abandon greenstone and mortar to

gather for worship electronically or on the church lawn. Reeling from the pandemic and its economic

uncertainty, from contentious elections, and from necessary conversations on race and justice, it’s easy

for us to become distracted. Yet, in the midst of it all, the call to wait, hope, watch, and keep awake

remains, as we look for God’s coming in small, vulnerable, unexpected, and unlooked for ways even

NOW. In fact, each time we reach out to others in love, God is once again invading the kingdoms and

structures of this world with God’s radical and transforming presence and grace in Christ Jesus.

     In his book Walking on Thorns, Allan Boesak, the South African anti-apartheid activist and Dutch

Reformed clergyman, wrote an “Advent Credo” – an Advent creed expressing hope that the current world

as we know it IS ending as a new world dawns; or, to use Bonhoeffer’s words, that the prison door of our

present moment will be opened from the outside, liberating us and setting us free to more fully be God’s

people in the world.

     In Boesak’s words:

“It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction and loss—

This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes

in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life;

It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, death and

destruction—

This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly.

It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, and that war and destruction rule

forever—

This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon his

shoulder, his name shall be called wonderful councilor, mighty God, the Everlasting, the Prince of peace.

It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek to rule the world—

This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo I am with you, even until the end

of the world.

It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the prophets of the

Church before we can be peacemakers—

This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your

young men shall see visions and your old men shall have dreams.

It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of justice, of human dignity of peace are not

meant for this earth and for this history—

This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true worshipers shall worship God in spirit and

in truth.

So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. Let us see visions of love and peace and

justice. Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the life of the world.” 

Amen



Hymn of the Day



The Prayers and Consecration of Pledges
 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers
for everyone in need.
  

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, peace, and
healing. Grant that the leaders of nations respond with justice and relief to those who suffer. Attune us
to the needs of the world as you draw near. 
  

We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing ice,
blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Help us renew the face of the earth and our
relationship to it. 
  

We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them with
compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with welcome for those
who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. 
  

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing severe
weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or facing food
insecurity. Help us relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. 
  

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with disease, depression, anxiety,
chronic pain, addiction, or other invisible illnesses. Heal the sick, accompany the dying, and comfort the
mourners. Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle. Sustain medical workers, and
provide for hospitals and clinics.
  

We give thanks for the lives and witness of all the saints, those whose names we know and those whose
names are known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work.
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. We consecrate to your glory these our pledges of time,
talents, and treasure – our gifts of love and generosity. We pray that you receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Prelude on Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
(Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying, Hymn 31) arr. Johann Gottfried Walther

(1684-1748)

�       �       �

The sanctuary flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Betty Jo and Randy Marling

in loving honor of the mutual birthday
of their son and his wife, Miguel and Diana Marling.

The candles are given to the Glory of God
by Judy Berryman

in honor of Stacy Cravens on her birthday.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

November 29   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Youth Group (Fellowship Hall; with masks and distancing)
 

Tuesday,   1:00 p.m. Bible Study - God’s Will for Life - Studies in Mark (via Zoom) 

December 1   7:00 p.m. Finance Committee (via Zoom) 
  

Wednesday,  afternoon Midweek Advent Worship (via YouTube)

December 2
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

December 3
 

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group - Dear Church (via Zoom)

December 4
  

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

December 6   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Youth Group (Fellowship Hall; with masks and distancing)

 

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia

  

Organist-Choirmaster  -  J. William Greene
Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


