
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis. While we
cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table, we hear the word of God and hold each
other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.

 

The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives
the shepherd authority. The shepherd's willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his
love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of
sharing our wealth with any sister or brother in need.

 

FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER
  

April 25, 2021

Rarely has there been a better pairing than the gentle, ancient Irish tune, St. Columba (which is named for
the patron saint of Ireland), and Henry Baker’s nineteenth century paraphrase of the Twenty-third Psalm. This
organ setting of the tune reflects the pastoral nature of both text and tune. The tune Gelobt sei Gott was
penned by Melchior Vulpius in the sixteenth century. A remarkable number of his hymn tunes have survived
into modern times.  Healy Willan was an English organist and composer who immigrated to Canada and spent
his working life in Toronto. His stately setting of this tune is very English indeed.

Prelude Prelude on St. Columba Henry G. Ley

(The King of Love My Shepherd Is, Hymn 456)    (1887-1962)

Thanksgiving For Baptism
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of Holy Baptism.
 

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your Church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.

Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.

Amen



Hymn

Easter Acclamation and Apostolic Greeting
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold.
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD

First Lesson - Acts 4:5–12
  

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people.
In today's reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he is able to proclaim salvation

in Jesus Christ’s name to the religious authorities.
 

5The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they
inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?" 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers
of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked
how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before



you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This
Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.'

12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be
saved."

Psalm 23
 

The Lord is shepherd and guide. God is present in the time of danger and is generous and merciful.
 

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.

2He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his name's sake.

4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

    

5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Lesson - 1 John 3:16–24
  

Jesus of Nazareth’s death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with others,
not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love, we fulfill God's commandments.

  
16We know love by this, that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.

17How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from

the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and
he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just
as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Holy Gospel - John 10:11-18
  

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus of Nazareth describes himself
as the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them,

and he is able to overcome death for them.
  

Jesus said: 11"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away — and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own
and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life
for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves
me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it
down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have
received this command from my Father."



Sermon
   

     Several years ago, there was a cartoon in The New Yorker magazine that portrayed a man in a
business suit carrying a briefcase standing in front of a flock of sheep. The man says to the sheep, “Your
shepherd, Louie, has retired. I’m Mr. Smithers. I will be your grazing-resource coordinator and flock
welfare-and-security manager.” 
     How about that as a new translation of Psalm 23? “The Lord is my grazing-resource coordinator and
flock welfare-and-security manager”! Imagine chanting those words together when we return to indoor
worship and can sing safely once again. Those words just don’t seem to have the same poetic flow and
meaning as “The Lord is my shepherd” do they? “Grazing-resource coordinator and flock welfare-and-
security manager” just doesn’t seem to rise to the soaring beauty of, “He makes me lie down in green
pastures and leads me beside still waters;” or, he “guides me along right pathways;” or, “I shall fear no
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” No, there is something we love,
something irreplaceable in, “The Lord is my shepherd” – that he is ours, and we are his; that we are the
people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
     It is that powerful “shepherd king” image – along with other metaphors from the Hebrew scriptures
such as the suffering servant – that the followers of the risen Christ chose to use as they struggled to find
words that captured, and described, and made sense of the Jesus event and experience when relating
stories about him to their first-century audiences. In our reading today from the gospel according to John,
Jesus is portrayed as the GOOD SHEPHERD: the one who knows his sheep, and whose sheep, in
response, know him; the one who lays down his very life for his sheep. The care and vigilance of the
Good Shepherd is contrasted with the behavior of the hired hand who “sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away,” providing an opening for the wolf to snatch a sheep or two or three and
scatter the rest of the flock.
     We don’t encounter very many real-life shepherds – “good” or otherwise – caring for sheep these
days, unless we’ve perhaps seen them when traveling in Europe or the Middle East; and, the wolves we
see are most likely on the television or movie or computer screen. Yet, that’s not to say that there aren’t
“wolves” out in force, howling for our souls. From relentless economic and social pressures, to a
coarsening of community standards; from a growing lack of civility, to increasing insensitivity, isolation,
and alienation; from purposeless personal drift, to depression and despair; from enslaving addictions to
any number of things, to endless violence; from an emphasis on “self” above all others, to the false
narratives of scarcity, insecurity, and fear they perpetuate, we are under constant assault. Before these
merciless demons, we are as helpless as unguarded sheep. The world, the flesh, and the forces of evil
know exactly what buttons to push: the “poor-me” button, the “I deserve it” button, the “grass is always
greener” button, the “get-even” button, the “nobody 's looking” button, the “everybody does it” button, the
“just this one time” button. We are wired from head to toe with vulnerabilities. Undefended, we don't
stand a chance.
     Enter the Good Shepherd, who lays down his life for his sheep as a timeless example of
unconditional love. Under assault from the “wolves” of life, he is our protection; in our sins, he is our
redemption and forgiveness, because we know with certainty that each of us is a lost sheep and that life
can be a series of endless lost-and-found round trips. Yet, Christ our Good Shepherd is there; he knows
his sheep, and through his grace and mercy his sheep come to know him. It is significant that our Lord
notes that he ‘has other sheep that do not belong to this fold and that he must bring them also because
they will listen to his voice.’ As he has throughout his ministry, Jesus is telling his disciples that his new
covenant is not the private preserve or possession of one particular chosen people. He is the shepherd
of Jew and Gentile, free and slave, male and female alike. He is the savior of the WORLD, not the
warrior king of Israel.
     We continue our celebration of Easter as the triumph of sacrificial love embodied by God the Son,
our Good Shepherd, and validated by God the Father in the resurrection. However, it’s so easy to
overlook that Easter isn’t a past-tense, once-and-done reality, but rather that God the Spirit continues
to be at work, drawing us into lives oriented to, permeated by, and sustained through that same sacrificial
love. Called and empowered in the waters of Holy Baptism, we as God’s beloved children are sent to



share a message of life-giving love and inclusion that is quite different from the world’s manipulative
messages of scarcity, insecurity, and fear that bombard us each day. Penetrating the howls of the
“wolves,” we hear the voice of our Good Shepherd  – not as a hired hand, not as our “grazing-resource
coordinator and flock welfare-and-security manager,” but as the Holy One who lays down his life to show
us what God’s love for the world really looks like.
     There is a Middle Eastern story told about a flock of sheep that wandered over an Israeli-Palestinian
security dividing line. The sheep were confiscated and put into a big pen with all sorts of lost, wandering
livestock. The shepherd boy who had been watching the sheep came to claim them, but the military
official on the other side told him, “No way, not unless you can prove they’re yours.” The shepherd boy
then took out his little flute, played some notes, and began to sing, and out of this mass of animals his
sheep made their way forward straight to their shepherd.
     “I know my own, and my own know me.” Today, our Good Shepherd comes to play for us, sing to
us, and call us together to the Word and the prayers. When we gather for our outdoor worship services,
he calls us to the place where he prepares a table before us. He knows us, and brings us again and
again to know and trust in him as he feeds us with himself. “I am your Good Shepherd,” he promises!
The Lord IS our shepherd, and we shall not be in want. Amen

Hymn of the Day



The Prayers
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises
to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
  

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your loving
embrace. Strengthen your Church throughout the world that we bear witness to your expansive and
inclusive love. 
  

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Help us care for and restore
your creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with life.
  

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all leaders
and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders joy in lifting up
the lowly. 
  

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your Spirit, so that
we lay down our self-centeredness and live for you and others. Help us love one another in truth and
action. 
  

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our congregation in our life together and give us
vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us anew with your Holy Spirit.
  

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection hope, we
remember our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Easter Acclamation and Dismissal
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Prelude on Gelobt sei Gott Healey Willan
(Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing, Hymn 144)                       (1880-1968)

                           

�       �       �

 
The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God

by Debra and Tom Schwab
in memory of Tom’s brother, Robert William Schwab.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Carol and Ken Barclay

in memory of their beloved Zoey.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

April 25   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing) 
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

April 29   
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

May 2   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing) 

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
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Lynchburg, Virginia 24503
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