
Jesus of Nazareth reveals his power over death in the story of Lazarus.
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones.
To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories
proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In Holy Baptism, we die with
Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life.

March 29, 2020

WE WORSHIP WITH PRAYER AND THE WORD

Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon
us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Readings – Ezekiel 37:1-14 (“dem bones”)
Psalm 130 (“out of the depths”)
Romans 8:6-11 (“the Spirit raises us to life”)

Holy Gospel - John 11:1-45

Jesus of Nazareth is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies.
Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who
anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message
to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is
for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister
and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.



7Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just
now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" 9Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those
who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble,
because the light is not in them." 11After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there
to awaken him." 12The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." 13Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is
dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." 16Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him."

 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem,
some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him."
23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on
the last day." 25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,
26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world."

 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is
calling for you." 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village,
but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died." 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit
and deeply moved. 34He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 35Jesus began to weep.
36So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
have kept this man from dying?"

 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, "Take
away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead
four days." 40Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 41So they took away
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me,
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me." 43When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."

 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Sermon

     Shock. Surprise. Questions. Stunned confusion. These feelings, emotions, and intellectual
conundrums are our constant companions today as we try to wrap our minds around the unfolding
coronavirus pandemic. The headlines shock and sadden us. The numbers are always fluctuating, but
as of mid-afternoon yesterday (March 28) according to Johns Hopkins, there were over 10,000 dead in
Italy, nearly 6,000 in Spain, over 3,000 in China, with the deadly tsunami just beginning to hit our own
country. We already have more than 115,000 diagnosed cases, with nearly 2,000 dead, even as we
struggle to “flatten the curve” of infections. Grief, anguish, and distress abound as the virus sickens
people of all ages, thus far claiming victims in their teens and twenties all the way to senior adults. 
     Shock, surprise, questions, and stunned confusion are certainly elements of our gospel reading this
morning as we hear this intricately constructed parable about Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. Written some
seventy years after our Lord’s resurrection, the gospel writer packed a lot of symbolism and commentary
into this story in an attempt to help the persecuted, excluded followers of the risen Christ at the end of
the first century of the Common Era deal with the challenges they were facing. The name “Lazarus” itself
means “God has helped,” and this parable about the sickness, death, and resuscitation of Lazarus was
meant to help the gospel writer’s audience – and US – to see a NEW perspective, to embrace a NEW
consciousness, of how God revealed in Jesus the Christ is our HELP, our STRENGTH, and our
SALVATION.



     As the story goes, Lazarus is ill, and his sisters Mary and Martha send for their good friend Jesus of
Nazareth to come. When he finally arrives, Lazarus is already dead, and Jesus gets an earful, first from
Martha and then from Mary: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” We hear in
this tongue-lashing the natural cry of grief, the cry of the heart in the face of their anguish, of their family’s
pain, as well as the community’s distress. Lazarus is dead and in the tomb, a sobering reminder of just
how fragile our lives are.
     We know that fragility, as we are bombarded by daily pandemic headlines. However, we know that
death comes in plenty of other guises as well. On an individual basis, it may be a daily struggle with
mental illness, or addiction, or other disease. It may be the death of a job or relationship. It may be the
deadly power of prejudice, or bias, or marginalization. It may be the death that comes as we sense in
ourselves a long drift into a life that has lost meaning or purpose. On a societal basis, whole peoples can
experience death as the result of disease, or warfare, or ethnic cleansing, or political or ideological or
religious violence. Many are the battles between life and death, between what is life-giving and life-
diminishing.
     Our readings from the gospel according to John on these recent Sundays in Lent have told the story
of Jesus’ own battle against the power of death. Remember Nicodemus who comes to Jesus by night
searching for a deeper, more authentic life; and, the Samaritan woman, living in the death of being a
hated outsider, who meets Jesus at a well and finds the acceptance for which she has long been
thirsting; and, the blind beggar who, after a lifetime of social and religious ostracism, is healed when
Jesus reaches out to him? In one way or another, ALL of these are stories about skirmishes between
life and death. 
     In today’s gospel reading, Jesus faces death head-on when he learns Lazarus is dead. He says to
Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” In essence, he asks Martha
if she TRUSTS him that there is more life yet for Lazarus. Jesus is talking about new life NOW, right then
and there, just as Nicodemus, and the Samaritan woman, and the blind beggar experienced healing,
forgiveness, acceptance, and new beginnings in their lives. Once Mary and other mourners arrive, Jesus
– moved to tears himself – calls Lazarus out of the tomb. Lazarus comes out and Jesus gives the
command: “Unbind him and let him go.”
     This powerful story proclaims that God meets US in OUR tombs, that God meets US in those times
– such as the ones in which we are currently living – when we are filled with shock, surprise, questions,
and stunned confusion. We may feel helpless, powerless, like there is no way out. Yet, because of Jesus
of Nazareth’s ultimate face-to-face encounter with his own death on the cross, his own entrance into the
tomb of death, and the power of God that raised him from death to life, the risen Christ comes to us in
the power of the Word and the Sacraments to break open the tombs of OUR lives so that WE may be
given HOPE and NEW LIFE. 
     Truth be told, each and everyone of us is named “Lazarus” – meaning “God has helped” – and God
weaves a NEW world for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ, unbinding US from
all the fears and life-diminishing things that can constrict and threaten us. As we live in the Love who is
God, as we die in the Love who is God, death is not the final word – LOVE is. The creator of all that is,
the source of everything that has been and will be, is at work in Jesus the Christ, entering into our lives
to create trust and faith so that we can experience healing, wholeness, and eternal life here and now.
That eternal life isn’t something we simply hope for in the future. It is a depth and strength and power
for living that our Lord comes to give us NOW.
     Our Lord said to Martha: “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” As we
approach the end of this Lenten season, with Holy Week on the horizon, do YOU believe this? Do WE
trust this? May God’s Holy Spirit move in our hearts today so that we may join Martha in her confession:
‘Yes, Lord, I believe – I trust – that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who comes into the
world.’ Amen



Devotional Thought and Questions for Reflection

God promises to be with us, even in the places where we are sad, frightened, or hopeless. When  Jesus
of Nazareth cried with Mary and Martha for his friend Lazarus, he reminded us that God cries with us
when we cry and laughs with us when we laugh.

1 - Think about a time when you were sad, lonely, or afraid. What happened? How did it feel – both
your body and in your heart?

2- Were there people who helped you? Where were you able to find comfort or hope? How might you
be able to help other people when they are sad, lonely, or afraid?

3 - We read daily about tragic deaths from the coronavirus. They touch everyone, either closely or at
a distance. How do we support one another through that grief? Can we trust the resurrection and
still feel the loss, without being overwhelmed?

4 - What practices can keep us centered when the language of catastrophe fills the news?
5 - In John 11:24, Jesus assures Martha that “those who believe in me, even though they die, will live.”

The Greek word translated here as “belief” equally means “trust.” When so much we rely on seems
to be breaking down, even dying, what signs of life do we trust? 

Hymn of the Day



The Prayers 

Praying separately in our homes and together in the Spirit, let us pray for the Church, the earth, the
world, and all who are in need.

Come to the Church, O saving God. Even when we cannot assemble together, bind your faithful people
into one body. Breathe your Spirit of life into the global Church, that in our valley of dry bones we may
rise to praise your name. In our virtual contacts, make each of us into signs of baptismal hope in your
merciful might.

Come to the earth, O nurturing God. Help us use this time when human activity is diminished to restore
polluted lands and waterways and to protect endangered plants and animals. Bring all things to new life.

Come to the nations and their leaders, O God of peace. Lead the world away from war and violence.
Guide those in authority to provide for those in dire need of humanitarian relief. Inspire government
leaders to respond appropriately in the face of the agony of citizens, and point them toward useful means
for combating this pandemic.

Come wherever the coronavirus has struck, O compassionate God. Be present to all who mourn their
dead; to all who have contracted the virus; to those who are quarantined or stranded away from home;
to those who have lost employment; to children who cannot assemble for school; and, to parents with
needs for child care. Sustain and watch over physicians and nurses and aides; hospitals and clinics;
medical researchers; and, caregivers in all fields.

Come to all in need, O healing God. Unbind those who are held captive by anxiety, despair, or pain.
Comfort those around the world who cannot bury their dead. Help us house the homeless in safe places
and feed the hungry. Show us how to provide assistance to those who suffer. Accompany those who
seek care in overwhelmed hospitals and clinics. 

Out of our depths we cry to you, O loving God. Receive our sorrows and our fears, and hear the petitions
of our hearts.

silence for reflection and meditation

You, O God, are our resurrection and our life. We remember before you all who died in the faith. At the
end, bring us and all our beloved dead to abide in your glory forever.

Into your hands, O mighty God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen
 

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the new online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”



Offertory Prayer

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing & Dismissal

Almighty God, Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Our service now begins. Marked with the cross of Christ, go in peace to love and serve the world.

Thanks be to God.


