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Prelude                   Overture, from Concertino Carson Cooman

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as you sent upon the disciples the promised gift
of the Holy Spirit, look upon your Church and open our hearts to the power of the Spirit.
Kindle in us the fire of your love, and strengthen our lives for service in your kingdom;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - Acts 2:1–21
  

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out
upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit,

the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ's resurrection.
  

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of
power." 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" 13But others sneered and said, "They
are filled with new wine." 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem,
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in
the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
17'In the last days it will be, God declares,

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.

18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

19And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

20The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.

21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'" 

Organ Meditation               Canon, from Concertino Carson Cooman



Psalm 104:25-35, 37 
 

This psalm describes the wonders of the world created and renewed by the Lord’s Spirit.
 

25O Lord, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

26Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number,
creatures both small and great.

27There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan,
which you have made for the sport of it.

28All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.

29You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

30You hide your face, and they are terrified;
you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust.

31You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
and so you renew the face of the earth.

32May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

33He looks at the earth and it trembles;
he touches the mountains and they smoke.

34I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
I will praise my God while I have my being.

35May these words of mine please him;
I will rejoice in the Lord.

37Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Hallelujah!

Second Lesson - 1 Corinthians 12:3b–13
    

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-created diversity.
The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all.

We need one another's diverse spiritual gifts, because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the common good.
  

3bNo one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated
by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it
is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit.

Holy Gospel - John 20:19-23
  

The risen Christ appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."



Sermon

We live in a fractured world – as this past week’s grim news headlines have proven once again. The
number of COVID-19 deaths in the United States topped 100,000, although many experts think the true
death toll is higher. We continue to struggle with our nation’s original sin of racism, as people are
demonized because of their ethnic heritage, or profiled in public parks, or become victims of racial
brutality in the streets. Obscene partisanship, incivility, slanderous behavior, greed, and narrow
self-interest undermine the health, well-being, and basic human decency of our world. Each arriving day
seems to bring a new low, only for a trapdoor to open, dropping us further into the abyss the following
day.

We are suffering from what the influential late-nineteenth/early-twentieth-century American
philosopher and psychologist William James called “torn-apartness.” Of course, this “torn-apartness” is
nothing new. We see brokenness among people going all the way back to the poetic accounts of the
evolving human experiment. Starting in the book of Genesis and through the scriptures, story after story
unfolds that gives witness to humanity’s hubris and the perils of tribalism. Pitting one people against
another, one culture against another, one religion against another, is woven into the human story – be
it thousands of years before Jesus of Nazareth, during the time of Jesus, or now in our own day in the
twenty-first century.

Today, on this Feast Day of Pentecost – one of the high festivals of the church year – we remember
the sending of the Holy Spirit as God’s answer to the “torn-apartness” of our world and the birth of a
movement that would evolve to be called “The Church,” with its mission to spread God’s salvation and
healing Spirit across the world. In the Pentecost parable from the book of Acts that we just heard, the
disciples are gathered and waiting as they had been instructed by the risen Christ, when – with rushing
wind and tongues of fire – the Holy Spirit is poured out upon them and they begin to speak in other
languages. Outside the house, clogging the city streets, are Parthians and Medes and Elamites, folks
from Mesopotamia, Judea, Asia, Egypt, Rome – you name it – who are gathered in Jerusalem for the
Jewish festival of Shavuot, or Pentecost, which falls fifty days after Passover. It would have been like pre-
pandemic Times Square in New York City, with crowds pushing against each other, speaking in dozens
of languages, jostling and arguing. Yet, these diverse peoples of the world hear the Galilean disciples
speaking of God’s deeds of power in the native language of each.

The author of Acts uses the story of Pentecost to point to the truth of the Jesus experience in which
Jesus’ early followers are first transformed by his full embodiment of God’s love and are inspired to follow
him. They experience that faith does not have to be lived out in fear, even in the face of death. Being
faithful is not about being exclusive or tribal, for love knows no boundaries. It isn’t even about religion,
which can be misused by the powerful to oppress the powerless. Faith is not about purity or perfection
but compassion, healing, and justice. With the gift of the Holy Spirit, these followers of the risen Christ
are fired-up to share their experience with the world. 

Down through history, often at pivotal 500-year increments, God’s Holy Spirit starts stirring and moving
God’s people in new directions, filling them with energy, giving them visions of what ought to be. Think
of St. Benedict and the western monastic reform movement some 1,500 years ago, or the Great Schism
between eastern and western Christianity about 1,000 years ago, or our own Martin Luther 500 years
ago, or the struggle to end slavery in our own country, or the ongoing quest in our own time for women’s
rights and civil rights, or the growing efforts to save the Earth before we destroy it. Now, at another 500-
year hinge-point in history, we Christians must share our story of how God in Christ Jesus continues to
desire a whole world joined together in God’s love. At Pentecost, the babble of different languages, the
chasms of misunderstanding, were overcome by a power to understand, to communicate. The Church
was born as the Good News-driven movement through which races and nations could begin to hear each
other, where people who were hostile could be reunited, where parts of individuals’ own disjointed lives
could be put back together.

Having received the gift of the Holy Spirit in Holy Baptism, we as followers of the risen Christ are
empowered and sent into the world with a wide variety of gifts to help heal the “torn-apartness” of our
time, as God uses US to draw this fragmented, ungracious, contentious human race toward deeper unity



and common purpose. Christ’s Spirit continues to work in our lives through God’s word and sacraments,
stirring us, opening our eyes, calling us to take note of the realities of others outside the bubbles,
outside the “silos,” of our own self-interest and self-centeredness. Humility, understanding, openness,
patience – these are the qualities the Spirit is trying to work within us. To open ourselves to this Holy
Spirit, to open ourselves to the stranger, to the “other,” whether across the street or around the world,
is to be led deeper into communion, deeper into unity with God and others, deeper into the wholeness
for which we were made.

Several years ago, Archbishop Desmond Tutu spoke at the Washington National Cathedral about
what it means to forgive, to reconcile, and to heal. He pictured the work of the Holy Spirit in this way:

There is a movement, not easily discernible, at the heart of things, to reverse
the awful centrifugal force of alienation, brokenness, division, hostility, and
disharmony. God has set in motion a centripetal process, a moving toward
the center, toward unity, harmony, goodness, peace, and justice, a process
that removes barriers. And…as (Jesus) hangs from his cross with outflung
arms, thrown out to clasp all, everyone, everything belongs. No one is an
outsider, all are insiders, all belong…in the one family, God’s family, the
human family.

That is our calling to BE Church in this world of extreme “torn-apartness.” May this – our congregation
– be a place of wind and fire, where we experience a Spirit of oneness when we gather both virtually and,
again some day, in-person. May we allow the Spirit to move in and through us, to heal the
“torn-apartness” in our own hearts and relationships. May we allow the Spirit to guide us as we are sent
forth to be part of healing, binding, and reconciling our fragmented world in the name of Jesus the Christ.
Come, Holy Spirit, come! Amen

    



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
 

On this day of Pentecost we unite in prayer, asking God to send the Holy Spirit on the Church, the world,
and all who are in need.

 

We pray for the Church around the globe in all its many expressions. Surprise us with your unexpected
grace, so that we may rejoice in every blessing you send. Energize and utilize the diverse gifts you have
given to your children in all nations so that your love for the world is revealed.
  

Restore with your breath the whole creation, especially the lands and waters laden with pollution and the
animals whose habitats are threatened. Make us good stewards so that we may be your life-giving
presence as we care for our earthly home.
  

Send your Spirit of wisdom on the leaders and inhabitants of all nations. Wherever we are divided by
race, language, religion, financial resources, ideology, or ethnic heritage, unite us. Wherever we are
prideful, humble us. Give each one of us a heart for justice and empathy and a broader vision of the
common good.
  



We call on your Spirit of healing and pray for all who long for your life-giving touch. Restore to health
those who are ill. Visit with your sustaining presence all who are suffering, all who feel hopeless, and all
who face death. Bless medical professionals and support staff as they care for the sick and dying.
  

We call on your Spirit of hope in these challenging times. We lament the more than 100,000 people who
have died in our country from COVID-19, as well as the more than 250,000 who have died in other
countries. We lament the legacy of white supremacy in our nation and pray for all individuals, families,
and communities enduring pain, sorrow, rage, and shock due to the impact of racial violence. Send your
Spirit of comfort to all who grieve and stir us up to work for a healthier, more inclusive world.
  

Receive our praise for all who have gone before us in the faith down through the centuries, from the first
Pentecost, throughout Christian history, and up to this day. As you have led your saints in all times and
places, stir in us the desire to follow their example, leading us from death to new life in you. 
  

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we commend all for whom we pray into your eternal
care; through Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen



We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.
  

Today’s festival derives its name from the Jewish festival of Pentecost, observed fifty days after Passover. On
the fiftieth day of Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as the power of God among us that heals, forgives, inspires,
and unites. In the reading from Acts, images of wind and fire describe the Spirit poured out on disciples of all
nations. In John’s gospel, the risen Christ breathes the Spirit on his followers on Easter evening. In the one Spirit
we are baptized into one body, uniting us for witness in the world.

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude                 Toccatina, from Concertino Carson Cooman

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
in honor of Mitch Overstreet’s birthday
by Katelyn, Kiley, William, and Wyatt.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Faye Hesson

in honor of Don’s birthday.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia

  

Organist-Choirmaster  -  J. William Greene
Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


