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Wednesday in Holy Week is also known as Spy Wednesday, with its focus on the role of
Judas Iscariot in the events leading to Jesus of Nazareth’s death on the cross. The story
of Judas’ betrayal of our Lord becomes the basis for our reflection on the ways in which
we also abandon and forsake God and God’s will for us. This entire liturgy is seen as
preparation for The Triduum – Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday – when
we will journey with our Lord from darkness to light, from captivity to freedom, from death
to life.

THE SUFFRAGES

From the sin of unbelief, deliver us, gracious Lord.
   

From all defilement of the flesh and spirit, deliver us, gracious Lord.
   

From all self-righteousness, deliver us, gracious Lord.
   

From every neglect of our duty, deliver us, gracious Lord.
   

   From all ingratitude and selfishness, deliver us, gracious Lord.
   

From lukewarmness in our love for you and our neighbor, deliver us, gracious Lord.
   

From indifference to your meritorious life and death, deliver us, gracious Lord.
   

O God, make our hearts pure from these and all other transgressions against your holy will,
and take not your Holy Spirit from us.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son our Savior suffered at human hands and endured the shame of the cross. Grant
that we may walk in the way of his cross and find it the way of life and peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

HOLY GOSPEL: John 13:21-32

At the last supper, Jesus of Nazareth identifies Judas Iscariot
as the one who will betray him, and sends him on his way.

Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples
looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus
loved—was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was



speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one
to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece
of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered
into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to do.” Now no one at the table knew why
he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him,
“Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that he should give something to the poor. So, after receiving the
piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified
in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.”

THE CONFESSION OF SINS

Let us make confession unto God, pleading for his forgiveness through Jesus Christ our Lord.
  

O terrible mystery. Judas, called to be one of the very twelve disciples, followed Jesus. Yet, this intimate
friend betrayed Love Incarnate into the hands of evil. O terrible mystery.
  

O God, have mercy! Preserve us from ourselves and from our evil inclinations. Guard us that we
not fall into perdition and be separated by our betrayal, our falsehood, and our hypocrisy from
your everlasting love.
 

The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
  

O horrible mystery. The hand which at supper was dipped into the same dish
with you, O Lord, received the bribe from evil enemies. Judas bit the hand which
fed him. The feet which were washed by you, O Lord, in lowly servanthood, led
the crowd to your defenseless solitude. The lips which received bread and wine
at your table gave you the kiss of death. O horrible mystery.

 

O God, have mercy! We cannot destroy our sinful bodies without
destroying ourselves, for we are sinful through and through. Forgive us,
O God, or we perish. Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord! Lord, hear
our voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of our supplications.

 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with you, that you may
be feared. Wretched person that I am, who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord! It is he who remembered us in our low estate and rescued us from our
foes. It is he who gives food to all flesh, for his steadfast love endures forever.
  

O gruesome mystery. He who objected to costly ointment being used to anoint you for your death, O
Lord,  –  it is he, Judas, who in turn does not hesitate to negotiate for a petty fortune and to sell you for
slaughter, O Lamb beyond all price. O gruesome mystery.
 

O God, have mercy! Save us from confusion and greed, lest we sell ourselves for treasure on
earth, trusting in that which moth and rust consume, where thieves break in and steal, hoarding
what is not ours, and squandering our eternal inheritance, the gift of life everlasting.

 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love and with him is plenteous redemption.
He will redeem Israel from all iniquities.
  

O vile mystery. What terror, that one of Jesus' own disciples could become so evil that Jesus himself
could say that it would have been better had he not been born. What awesome forces of evil, that should
enter in and possess a child of God. What chaos, that could penetrate the circle of the Son of Man and
destroy the Son of God. O terrible, horrible, gruesome, vile mystery!
 



O God, have mercy! The forces of evil rage around us and within us.  We are captive to the law
of sin which dwells in our lives. We do not understand our actions. We do not do what we want,
but we do the very thing we hate. Help us in our helplessness. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil.
 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to
all, and his compassion is over all that he has made. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and his
dominion endures throughout all generations. The Lord has made us free through the agony, self-
sacrifice, and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. Live in peace.
 

Thanks be to God.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

THE PARTING WORDS: Romans 5:6-11

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die
for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now
that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having
been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

DISMISSAL ON THE EVE OF THE TRIDUUM: THE THREE GREAT DAYS

The hour comes for the Son of Man to be glorified. Oh, come, let us worship him.


