
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
 

Our gospel on this final Sunday of the church year is a story of judgment and compassion. In the end, the
faithful are those who serve Christ by ministering to the poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. Our reading
from Ezekiel declares that God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with
justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, even as we await the
consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth with loving
words and deeds so that his reign may be known in all the world.

          

   CHRIST  THE  KING  SUNDAY
   

November 22, 2020

   

Prelude Toccata in E Minor Johann Pachelbel
   (1653-1706)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit
the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS

First Lesson - Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24
    

Since Israel's kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the role of shepherd in Israel.
The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, "my servant David," who will feed and care for the people.

    

11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks
when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and
in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy.
I will feed them with justice.

 20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because
you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide,
22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.

 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have
spoken.



Psalm 95:1-7a
  

This psalm is a call to worship the great God and Ruler, Creator of all the earth.
We are his sheep, the people of God’s pasture.

 

Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.

2Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

3For the LORD is a great God,
and a great king above all gods.

4In his hand are the caverns of the earth,
and the heights of the hills are his also.

5The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands have molded the dry land.

6Come, let us bow down and bend the knee,
and kneel before the LORD our maker.

7For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.

Second Lesson - Ephesians 1:15-23
 

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus the Christ from the dead.
The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord both of the Church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come.

 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give
thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what
is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age
to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Holy Gospel - Matthew 25:31-46
 

Jesus of Nazareth speaks of a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated:
what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.

 

Jesus said to the disciples: 31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say
to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and
you visited me.' 37Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that

we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?' 40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.' 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and



you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' 45Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just
as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life."

Sermon 
  

     Lucy and Linus van Pelt are siblings in Charles Schulz’s cartoon, “Peanuts.” In one story line, Linus

is watching television when big sister Lucy joins him and says, “I don’t want to watch that program. I want

to watch MY program.” Linus wants to be left alone and says, “Alright, I’ll go upstairs and listen to the

radio.”

Lucy follows him. As Linus sits down near the radio, she growls, “I don’t want to listen to that program;

I want to listen to MY program.” Linus stares at her and sighs, “Fine, I’ll go to the next room and play a

few records.” Lucy is right behind and yells, “I don’t want to listen to those records. I want to listen to MY

records.” Exasperated, Linus turns toward the door and announces, “OK, I’ll go outside and look at the

stars for a while.” Once again, Lucy follows him and shouts, “I don’t want to look at those stars. I want

to look at MY …”, but then she catches herself, stops, glares at her little brother, sighs loudly, and walks

away, knowing how foolish she would have sounded if she had gone on to say, “I want to look at MY

stars.”

     This “Peanuts” vignette illustrates two kinds of faith. Lucy’s is a small kind of faith, which essentially

says, “I believe in me and nothing else.” However, the faith embodied in Linus is wider and more mature,

as he points his big sister toward the stars which neither he nor she can ever call their own. Likewise,

our gospel reading about the sheep and the goats on this Feast Day of Christ the King speaks of two

sorts of faith from which people operate as they live in the world. One is an either/or, fearful, ego-driven,

MY program, MY records way of looking at things, while the other is an open, inclusive, even mystical

way of seeing and living. 

     Jesus of Nazareth, on the doorstep of Jerusalem and his final week that will turn him into a scapegoat

and end with his crucifixion, sets-up this story – dare we say parable – in a dualistic, either/or,

sheep/goat, MY, MY, MY kind of way. ‘Lord, when was it that we didn’t see you and give you food, or

drink, or clothing, or welcome you, or care for you, or visit you?’ For those first-century folks hoping for

a conquering military hero to liberate them from Roman oppression, the way of Christ the King is a very

different of seeing. The way of the Christ is not to be self-centered, not to dominate or conquer by

violence, but rather to be revealed in the margins of society – in the very ones considered to be outside

of God’s grace and welcome. The parable of the sheep and the goats shocks Jesus’ listeners out of their

self-righteous, rational minds as he switches gears to encourage universal compassion: “. . . just as you

did it to one of the least of these” – fed the hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, clothed the naked, welcomed



the stranger, cared for the sick, visited the prisoner – “. . . you did it to me,” connecting what his followers

do for others with what they do for him. In the end, it all comes down to LOVE.

     To properly love God is to love everyone in God’s creation. What ultimately counts is not what we

believe about God, but what we DO for our sisters and brothers because of God’s grace given to us in

Word and Sacraments. If we conform our lives to the world around us, we will miss the mark; but, if we

boldly embody the life of Jesus the Christ, we will learn to love all creation as one – as God does. The

people of God are at cross-purposes with our fear-based culture, which continuously and relentlessly

concocts new ways of labeling and marginalizing even whole groups of people as unworthy, or even

enemies.

     It’s important to remember that the Feast of Christ the King is a relatively new festival in the church

year – instituted only in 1925, less than a century ago – by Pope Pius XI, who was trying to counteract

growing European fascist regimes with rising dictators who fancied themselves as kings of the world. To

people of that time who were dealing with authoritarian rulers of varying degrees of madness combined

with power, the message of Christ the King was – and is – an alternative to the cruelty of a despot

making people’s lives miserable. His is a message of FAITH, HOPE, and LOVE that God’s ways

revealed in Jesus are NOT the ways of the world.

     Where faith, hope, and love flourish, the Good News of God is alive: strangers are welcomed,

enemies are loved, the hungry are fed, the sick are cared for, the strangers welcomed, the Good News

reaches those in captivity. We are invited to meet God not in some distant eternal life or other-worldly

reality, but here and now, in the concrete and very real need of our neighbors, just as they are invited

to meet and be blessed by God as they tend to our needs as well. The God we know revealed in Jesus

the Christ is revealed, not in power but in vulnerability on a cross, not in might but in brokenness, not in

judgment but in mercy. It may not be where we expect God to be revealed, but it is just where we need

God to be. Even though the Romans executed Jesus as an enemy of the state, his life and teachings

would not die. The grave could not hold the Good News of God’s love, which Jesus proclaimed in words

and in deeds.

     Today, our risen Lord calls us to seek justice for those pushed to the margins. He leads us forward

and invites us to see his face in the face of each person in need, in the face of each person who is being

labeled, or harassed, or excluded, or insulted, or hurt, or maligned. Those with an either/or, “Lucy kind

of faith” may be afraid to answer his call, but those with an open and inclusive “Linus kind of faith” are

ready for service. Truth be told, there is both “Lucy” and “Linus” in each and everyone of us. LOVE is the

lesson of God’s kingdom and the way of Christ the King. LOVE is all that counts. LOVE is all that lasts.

Amen



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers and Consecration of Pledges
 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the Church,
the world, and all in need.
 

Sovereign of all, we thank you for sustaining your Church through another year of grace. Train our ears
to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless our outreach ministries through which we seek
to serve others in your name.
  

Sustain the world that you have made. Direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of all people
in ways that are sustainable for the earth. 
  

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Guide world and national leaders to seek opportunities
for ending divisions among people, and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. 



Heal the sinful divisions we create within the human family, and release us from systems of oppression
and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your holy image in those whose dignity we have stripped
away. 
 

Show your loving power to all who are in need. Equip us to feed the hungry, to provide clean water for
the thirsty, to welcome the stranger, to clothe the naked, to care for the sick, to visit the prisoners. May
those who are sick, dying, despairing, isolated, unemployed, and all exhausted medical workers know
your healing presence and sustaining power.
 

We praise you for all the saints now departed. Inspire us by their example; and, at the end of all things,
bring us together with them into your kingdom of joy.
 

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. We consecrate to your glory these our pledges of time,
talents, and treasure – our gifts of love and generosity. We pray that you receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen



Hymn

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Praeludium in E Minor Nicolaus Bruhns
(1665-1697)

�       �       �



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

November 22   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  2:00 p.m. Third Sunday Program Q&A with Dr. Michael Gillette (via Zoom)
 

Thursday,   9:30 a.m. Thanksgiving Day Interfaith Service of Unity and Reflection (via Zoom)

November 26
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

November 29   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Youth Group (Fellowship Hall; with masks and distancing)  

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Wayne Dahlgren

in memory of Betty Dahlgren.

The candles are given to the Glory of God
by Carol and Gus Espinosa

in memory of Carol’s parents, Elly and Lou Emsley.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia

  

Organist-Choirmaster  -  J. William Greene
Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


