
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot
all be together in person around our Lord’s Table, we hear the word of God and hold

each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.

Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation! Now we are in the storm, the boat almost
swamped; but our Lord is here now, and when we call him he will calm the storm. Even the wind
and waves listen to him as they would to their creator. We also listen to him and are called to trust
in the power of God's word in him, a power greater than all that we fear.

   

FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST

June 20, 2021

   

 

This setting of this majestic hymn tune casts the tune into a different meter and incorporates echoes of each
phrase. David N. Johnson was a significant and prolific American composer for the organ and a longtime
faculty member at the University of Arizona.

Prelude Prelude on Melita arr. J. William Greene
(Eternal Father, Strong to Save, Hymn 467)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, sunshine and storm.
By your strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, and by
your hand protect us, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - Job 38:1–11
 

At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the cause of the great suffering Job endures,
God finally speaks. These verses begin that speech, which is a grand vision of creation,

describing God's ordering of the cosmos and inviting Job to marvel at its beauty.
   

The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:
 2"Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?

3Gird up your loins like a man,
I will question you, and you shall declare to me.

4Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.

5Who determined its measurements — surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?

6On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone

7when the morning stars sang together
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?

8Or who shut in the sea with doors
when it burst out from the womb? — 

9when I made the clouds its garment,
and thick darkness its swaddling band,

10and prescribed bounds for it,
and set bars and doors,

11and said, 'Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stopped'?"

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
  

Thanksgiving is offered to the Lord who saves from storms and other dangers those who call upon God.
  

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
and his mercy endures forever.

2Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.

  

3He gathered them out of the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.

23Some went down to the sea in ships
and plied their trade in deep waters;

24they beheld the works of the LORD
and his wonders in the deep.



25Then he spoke, and a stormy wind arose,
which tossed high the waves of the sea.

26They mounted up to the heavens and fell back to the depths;
their hearts melted because of their peril.

27They reeled and staggered like drunkards
and were at their wits' end.

28Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.

29He stilled the storm to a whisper
and quieted the waves of the sea.

    

30Then were they glad because of the calm,
and he brought them to the harbor they were bound for.

31Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy
and the wonders he does for his children.

32Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people
and praise him in the council of the elders.

Second Lesson - 2 Corinthians 6:1–13
 

Paul and his fellow workers experience great hardships and even rejection while carrying out their missionary work.
Nevertheless, Paul continuously proclaims that God has not rejected us but is graciously working for our salvation.

 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says,
"At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you."

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that
no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see — we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

11We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 12There is no restriction in our affections,
but only in yours. 13In return — I speak as to children — open wide your hearts also.

Holy Gospel - Mark 4:35–41
  

Jesus of Nazareth’s calming of the storm on the sea reveals his power over evil, since the sea represents evil and chaos.
The boat on the sea is a symbol of the Church and invites us to trust God amid life's turbulence.

  
35When evening had come, Jesus said to the disciples, "Let us go across to the other side." 36And
leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with
him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being
swamped. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him,
"Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?" 39He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to
the sea, "Peace! Be still!" Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40He said to them, "Why
are you afraid? Have you still no faith?" 41And they were filled with great awe and said to one
another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?"

Sermon 
 

     It was January 1933, shortly before Adolf Hitler came to power. There was great tension and
widespread fear in Berlin. The fragile Weimar Republic and the government of President Paul von
Hindenburg were about to collapse. There was fear of communism – the “Red Tide from the East” – and
other extremist movements. There was danger from open fighting in the streets. In the midst of this
storm, Lutheran pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer preached a “stilling of the storm” Epiphany vespers sermon



titled “Overcoming Fear,” in which he said: “The overcoming of fear – that is what we are proclaiming
here. . . Fear is . . . the archenemy itself. It crouches in people’s hearts. It hollows out their insides, until
their resistance and strength are spent and they suddenly break down. Fear secretly gnaws and eats
away at all the ties that bind a person to God and to others. . . Fear is in the boat, in Germany, in our own
lives and in the nave of this church – naked fear of an hour from now, of tomorrow and the day after.” 
     Bonhoeffer’s turn-of-phrase – “Fear is in the boat” – speaks to our gospel reading this morning as
well. After a day of teaching, Jesus of Nazareth and his disciples set sail for the other side of the Sea
of Galilee. A ferocious storm develops. Raging winds and growing waves threaten to send them to a
watery grave. Where there had been wisdom and grace in the boat as Jesus taught the crowds only a
short time before, there is now infectious fear. Distraught disciples awaken the sleeping Jesus,
demanding to know, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” Shaking off his drowsiness, Jesus
rebukes the winds and sea, commanding, “Peace! Be still!”, and immediately the winds die down, the
waves subside, and calm is restored. Then, looking at his tossed-about followers, Jesus asks, “Why are
you afraid? Have you still no faith?”
     “Fear is in the boat.” That was certainly the situation when the author of the gospel according to Mark
shared  with his early faith community around the year 70 the storm story that is our Gospel reading
today. His was a community that saw and knew the Roman Empire’s formidable power to wreak bloody
destruction and death as it conquered and viciously subdued the holy city of Jerusalem. This story served
as a comforting reminder to the followers of the risen Christ of both who and whose they were. Looking
back all those decades earlier, they could see themselves in the boat with Jesus’ first disciples. They
were all in the same boat – under assault.
     “Fear is in the boat.” That certainly applies to our own time as well, as we often feel tossed to-and-fro
in a boat full of fear. The list of our “storms” could run quite long: the COVID-19 pandemic, gun violence
in our streets, increasing incivility in public life, insurrectionist threats to the rule of law and growing
tolerance of authoritarianism, demonization of others, promotion of religious intolerance and fear of the
stranger, climate change, changes in our culture, changes in our communities, changes in the way we
“do church,” and on and on. When faced with our fears, it’s so easy to let those fears take over, to let
them define us. However, that is not what God would have for us. That is not the way of love. That is not
the way of Jesus.
     Dietrich Bonhoeffer reminded his congregation in 1933 that “God stands above all, his thoughts
unswayed, his Word unstayed, his will forever our ground and hope.” Bonhoeffer continued, “We name
the One who overcame fear and led it captive in the victory procession, who nailed it to the cross and
committed it to oblivion; we name the One who is the shout of victory of humankind redeemed from the
fear of death—Jesus Christ, the Crucified and Living One. He alone is Lord over fear; it knows him as
its master; it gives way to him alone. So look to Christ when you are afraid, think of Christ, keep him
before your eyes, call upon Christ and pray to him, believe that he is with you now, helping you . . . Then
fear will grow pale and fade away, and you will be free, through your faith in our strong and living Savior,
Jesus Christ. . . (who) is in the boat.”
     Our Lord is in the boat, yet we know all too well that faith doesn’t make our fear magically disappear.
Faith, however, can free us from being controlled by those feelings of fear. Faith is the opposite of fear.
Faith gives us hope. Faith gives us courage to acknowledge our fears and then to step out and act in the
world in loving and compassionate ways in spite of the fear. Living in faith means living out our baptismal
calling to be agents of hope, seekers for justice, and instruments of God’s love who are determined to
fight fear. Each act of kindness, each act of courage, each time we witness with our lives that God’s light
and truth make a difference, the howling storms are pushed back and fear is overcome by love. May our
voices join those speaking out against hatred and discrimination, lifting up civility, demanding integrity,
and welcoming the stranger and the “least of these” in our world. May we be the ones who push back
fear by standing up for the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, a love that is so strong that not even
death can overcome it. 
     To paraphrase Jesus of Nazareth to his storm-tossed disciples in the boat: “Why are we afraid? Have
we still no faith?” May we, too, be the ones filled with great awe, who say, “Who then is this, that even
the wind and the sea obey him?” Amen    



Hymn of the Day Precious Lord, Take My Hand

The Prayers
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
  

Holy God, you gather your people from east and west, north and south. We pray for the mission of the
Church throughout the world, that your steadfast love may be made known to all peoples.
 

You laid the foundations of the earth and the waters are the womb of creation. The morning stars sing
your name and all creation shouts for joy. We pray for your blessed creation, that it may continue to
flourish and magnify your glory. 
 

You keep watch over all nations. We pray for countries experiencing violence, hunger, and unrest. Guide
worldwide and local community organizations in their efforts to establish safety and justice. 
 

You are close to the brokenhearted and near to those in distress. We pray for those who are
experiencing oppression. Liberate us from the systems and chains that bind us. Help us remove the
barriers that separate us from one another. 
 

You are the hope of those who struggle with illness and disease. Open wide our hearts to all who suffer.
Send healing and wholeness to those who are sick.
 

You are our strength and salvation. We praise you for all who have died in the faith, and ask that at our
end you unite us with all the saints in your eternal presence.
 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



 WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Trumpet Tune in F Major David N. Johnson
(1922-1987)

Today, a candle is lit in the Globusleuchter in memory of
Kathy Hensley who died this past week.

We give thanks for her life and witness and keep her family in our prayers.

�       �       �



The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Carrie Wisman in memory of Paul Wisman.

The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God
in loving memory of Louis and Eleanor Emsley

by Lynda, David, and Nicholas Pasternack.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Carol and Gus Espinosa

in memory of Carol’s mother, Elly Emsley,
on the first anniversary of her death.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

June 20   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
11:00 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth (with masks and distancing)
 

Monday,      9:15 a.m. Strength & Balance Exercise Class  
June 21   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class
 

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 

June 23
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

June 24   
 

Friday,   9:15 a.m. Strength & Balance Exercise Class
June 25   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class
   

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

June 27   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
11:00 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth (with masks and distancing)

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
1000 Langhorne Road

Lynchburg, Virginia 24503

Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity

President: Michael D. Rooney
Organist-Choirmaster: J. William Greene

Parish Administrator: Carol Dee Robertson
Parish Nurse: Gail Midkiff

Pastor: Dennis S. Roberts
Director of Youth and Campus Ministries:

Susan H. Williams
Sextons: Linda Woody and Patricia Wiggington

Church Office: 434-384-8441          e-mail: office@holytrinitylynchburg.org          www.holytrinitylynchburg.org
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