
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
 

On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Jesus the Christ—the good news—that makes us free!
Though we give thanks for the events of the sixteenth-century Reformation that brought renewal to the Church of that
time, we pray that the Holy Spirit will unite the Church today in its proclamation and witness to the world. In the waters
of Holy Baptism, we are made one body; we pray for the day when all Christians will also be one at the Lord's Table.

   

REFORMATION  SUNDAY
 

October 25, 2020

   

Prelude   Praeludium in C Major Dieterich Buxtehude
(1637-1707)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them
against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS

First Lesson - Jeremiah 31:31-34
    

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives.
The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin.

    

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt – a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
"Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Psalm 46
  

The earth may be moved and kingdoms shaken, but God is our refuge.
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,

and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea;
though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown;

God shall help her at the break of day.
The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken;

God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Come now and look upon the works of the LORD,
what awesome things he has done on earth.

It is he who makes war to cease in all the world;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

"Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth."
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Second Lesson - Romans 3:19-28
 

Paul's words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and the other Reformation leaders.
No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought

into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in our Lord’s death and resurrection.
This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus the Christ.

 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and
the whole world may be held accountable to God. For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by
the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has
faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith.
For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Holy Gospel - John 8:31-36
 

The Reformation sought to emphasize that true freedom is not related
to ethnic distinctions or social class. Only Christ can free us from slavery to sin,

which he does through the truth of the gospel.
 

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." They answered him, "We
are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying,
'You will be made free'?" Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin
is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed."

Sermon 
 

     “Dear Church” is how the “letter” – a “love letter” to the Lutheran Church – begins. Written by Lenny
Duncan, a Black Lutheran pastor – this “letter” evolved into the book titled Dear Church that our Friday
Book Group began discussing this past week. Duncan shares some of his spiritual journey to
Lutheranism, describing in his own words his pre-Lutheran life as “a former drug dealer, sex worker,
homeless queer teen, and felon.” He tells of his first time worshiping in a Lutheran congregation and how



the pastor stood at the altar table before communion and announced, “This is Jesus’s table; he made
no restrictions, and neither do we.” 
     “This welcome to the table was something I had never experienced before,” writes Duncan. The
Lutheran Church “showed me that my past didn’t make we unworthy to receive the nearness of God in
the elements. I could stand before the table of grace a whole person,” he said, “– deeply flawed and still
incredibly valued, handmade by a loving God.” This profound experience of grace became the truth that
set Duncan free from his past, the truth that launched him on the winding journey to becoming a
Lutheran pastor. 
     Lenny Duncan’s “aha” moment and “Dear Church” letter have parallels with the 500-year-old story
of Martin Luther that we commemorate on this Reformation Sunday. Luther, too, had a liberating “aha”
moment when – working on lectures from the book of Romans – his eyes and heart were opened to the
Good News that we are saved – we are justified – by grace through faith, apart from works of the law. 
     Luther was a priest and university professor in the medieval Roman Catholic Church of the sixteenth
century – a Church in which people were taught that God’s favor and salvation were earned by heroic
deeds and accomplishments, veneration of saintly relics, even through purchases of indulgences for the
forgiveness of sins. Luther came to realize that God’s love and mercy in Jesus the Christ are so much
wider and deeper than we can even begin to imagine. When he then looked around at how the Church
was monetizing God’s love and making it conditional based on human efforts, Luther wrote his own “Dear
Church” letter – his Ninety-five Theses protesting indulgences and other church abuses, which he posted
for public debate on October 31, 1517, at the Castle Church in W ittenberg, Germany.
     Luther called the Church back to the Word of God – the Word revealed in Jesus the Christ, in the
scriptures, in the visible sacramental words of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, in the audible
sacramental words of preaching and confession, absolution, and forgiveness. In our gospel reading
today, Jesus of Nazareth is portrayed speaking to the Jews who believe in him, saying: “If you continue
in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
When his audience pushes back about the “freedom” of which he speaks – falsely asserting that they
have never been slaves to anyone – he states that they are slaves to sin, but “if the Son makes you free,
you will be free indeed.”
     Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the twentieth-century Lutheran pastor and theologian martyred by the Nazis,
wrote that the grace of the Gospel is difficult for the pious to understand, because it “confronts us with
the truth and says: You are a sinner; now come, as the sinner that you are, to God who loves you. God
wants you as you are; God does not want anything from you, a sacrifice, a work; God wants you alone.
This message is liberation through truth. You can hide nothing from God. The mask you wear before
others will do you no good before God. God wants to see you as you are, God wants to be gracious to
you. You do not have to go on lying to yourself and your siblings, as if you were without sin; you can dare
to be a sinner. Thank God for that.”
     That was the freedom of God’s grace that Martin Luther experienced, even as he knew so well within
himself that each of us lives each day in the tension of being simultaneously saint AND sinner. Knowing
our human temptation to trust in our own works rather than in God, Luther wrote in the Small Catechism
that we should remember our baptism each day so that the “old Adam in us should be drowned by daily
sorrow and repentance, and die with all sins and evil lusts, and, in turn, a new person daily come forth
and rise from death again.” Knowing that the Church on earth is made up of humans, Luther didn’t see
reformation as a one-time project in the life of the Church. He knew that the Church would always,
continually, be in need of reformation, that “Dear Church” letters would be needed again and again to
call the Church to faithfulness in living into the vision of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
     Pastor Lenny Duncan’s “Dear Church” letter is one of those calls for reformation in the life of the
Church in our own time. He states that we have “lost the ability to name evil for what it is,” that the
Lutheran Church – the whitest denomination in the United States – has, as he discovered at the Lord’s
Table, a message of inclusive grace for which the world hungers, and that we must be about the work
of addressing racism and White supremacy in our nation and in our denomination. Only by becoming
more inclusive and representative of our nation’s population, Duncan writes, will the Lutheran witness
in this country even be recognizable fifty years from now. Sobering words, indeed. 



     The Reformation of 500 years ago was about becoming a different kind of Church – about becoming
a people confident enough in God’s grace to dare to be sinners who can admit their flaws and
imperfections and struggles and questions. The Reformation was about becoming a community in which
the Spirit’s presence is so strong that sinful saints and saintly sinners are brought together into a
fellowship that welcomes ALL, the kind of community that Jesus gathered around himself, and the kind
of community that the Holy Spirit STILL calls, gathers, and enlightens.
     May we as Holy Trinity Lutheran Church continue to be a congregation committed to the Reformation
– the one that took place in Luther’s day . . . and the one that is needed right now. May we continue to
be a congregation focused on Jesus the Christ who proclaimed the good news of God’s forgiving love,
and who comes among us in the Word, at the font, and at the table. May we continue to be a
congregation confessing faith in the Gospel that frees us from the slavery of our self-centeredness to be
the redeemed sinners we are. May we continue to be a congregation that strives to welcome ALL people,
celebrating the amazing diversity of ALL those whom God loves. May the Holy Spirit reform us again and
always, in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
  

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all those in need.
 

Renew and inspire the Church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the Church is in error, reform
it. Where the Church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the Church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us
the working of the Holy Spirit. 
 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, empower us to care for this planet as
a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters.
   



Guide leaders in areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Help
us free victims of human trafficking, care for refugees, liberate those who are enslaved, work to end
racism and discrimination, and protect all in harm’s way. 
 

Release those living in bondage to disease, chronic pain, or addiction. Pour out your power on those who
are ill, and sustain all who care for the sick and dying. 
 

We give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the Risen One
who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. 
 

In death, you gather us into your eternal presence of unconditional love and grace. With thanksgiving,
we remember our ancestors in the faith who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther
and those who work for the renewal of the Church. 
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen



Hymn

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude     Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott   arr. Johann Pachelbel
      (A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, Hymn 229) (1653-1706)

�       �       �



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

October 25   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  6:00 p.m. All Youth – Dinner & “Games in the Dark” (meet outside Fellowship Hall) 
      

Monday,   7:00 p.m. Bible Study (via Zoom)
October 26    

        

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

October 29
 

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group (via Zoom) 

October 30
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

November 1   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
in loving memory of Dr. and Mrs. Carroll Hoyt Lippard

from the Lippard Family children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

The candles are given to the Glory of God
by Nancy Trent

in memory of Lee on their sixty-seventh wedding anniversary;
and,

by Faye and Don Hesson
in honor of their son Tom Hesson’s birthday.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia

  

Organist-Choirmaster  -  J. William Greene
Trumpet  -  Steve Euhus

Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


