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WE WORSHIP WITH PRAYER AND THE WORD

Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin.
Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your
truth through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

Holy Gospel - John 4:5-42

(NOTE: This is a fascinating passage that could inspire dozens of sermons because of the many layers of
meaning. Obviously, one has to pick and choose a perspective that seeks to speak a word of gospel to our
contemporary situation. 

While not addressed in today’s sermon, it is helpful to keep in mind the historical symbolism of the multiple
marriages mentioned in this parable. The Jewish mystic who wrote the gospel according to John uses symbolic
language to portray the woman at the well as representati
ve of the entire Samaritan people. According to Jewish reckoning, as explained in the book of Second Kings, the
Samaritans were historically and spiritually devoted to five false gods, and in Jesus’ day, politically subject to
Roman power. These are the six “husbands” to which Jesus refers, saying essentially that the Samaritans’ worship
of false gods has been like water in a stagnant cistern. Meanwhile, their subjection to Rome is leaving them
perpetually thirsty, unable to break out of the foreign occupation that defines their whole existence.) 

  

Jesus of Nazareth defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation.
Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.

  
5Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's

well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.
 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8(His disciples had gone to the city

to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" (Jews
do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." 11The woman said
to him, "Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor
Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?" 13Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of
this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that
I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life." 15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water."

 16Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back." 17The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus said
to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your



husband. What you have said is true!" 19The woman said to him, "Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped
on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem." 21Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you
do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit,
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 25The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who
is called Christ). "When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us." 26Jesus said to her, "I am he, the one who is speaking
to you."

 27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you
want?" or, "Why are you speaking with her?" 28Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the
people, 29"Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?" 30They left the
city and were on their way to him.

 31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, "Rabbi, eat something." 32But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you
do not know about." 33So the disciples said to one another, "Surely no one has brought him something to eat?" 34Jesus said
to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, 'Four months more, then
comes the harvest'? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying
holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you
have entered into their labor."

 39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I have ever
done." 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many
more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world."

Sermon

DAY: Lent 3A
TEXT: John 4:5-42
DATE: 15 March 2020

     A new phrase has entered into our cultural lexicon in recent days as the novel coronavirus pandemic
continues to make its way through our world, our nation, and our Commonwealth. “Social distancing” is
the new watchword, which from the Centers for Disease Control’s perspective means avoiding settings
– such as large gatherings – where one might come into close contact with others. Out of an abundance
of caution, that’s the reason we aren’t worshiping together around Word and Sacrament this morning at
1000 Langhorne Road. To slow the spread of disease, the CDC recommends staying at least six feet
away from other people when we can, to not touch one another, and to not touch our own faces with
unwashed hands. Minuscule droplets have given rise to a sense of fear that has emptied store shelves
of hand sanitizer and cleaning supplies.
     More broadly, “social distancing” refers to the extent to which people experience a sense of
unfamiliarity and “otherness” between themselves and people belonging to different racial, social, ethnic,
political, occupational, and religious groups from their own. As we look back over human history, we can
see how our ancestors let their fear of the unknown, their fear of “otherness,” lead them to create all sorts
of walls and taboos which have damaged the fabric of the human community for millennia. Fear and
taboos go hand in hand, and we, of course, still wrestle with them to this very today. 
     We see “social distancing” at work in our gospel reading today, as we try to wrap our heads around
this lengthy, multi-faceted parable of the Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus of Nazareth is traveling
from Judea in the south to Galilee in the north. Most Jewish travelers would have gone the extra miles
and journeyed through the Jordan Valley to avoid and bypass Samaria all together because “those
Samaritans” were considered good-for-nothing half-breeds! 
     It’s helpful to know a bit about the history of this “social distancing.” Centuries before, when the
majority of the Hebrew people were carried off into Babylonian captivity, the few Hebrews left behind got



mixed up with the locals, and before long they were marrying one another and corrupting the “true” faith,
insisting that it was okay to worship God on Mt. Gerizim rather than make the pilgrimage to the Temple
on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem. By the time the deported Hebrews were set free from their captivity and made
their way home, the ethnic and religious differences meant the two groups couldn’t get along. Jewish
people avoided Samaritans like the plague, except for Jesus when he ends up right smack dab in the
middle of Samaria at a WELL and asks a Samaritan woman for a drink of water.
     There is both implicit and explicit scandal oozing from this story that shatters a number of taboos,
labels, and stereotypes. First, keep in mind that WELLS were the “pick-up bars” of the ancient world
where future spouses were often encountered. Second, we’re talking about a Samaritan woman coming
to draw water in the noontime heat of the day. Other women would have come earlier in the morning to
beat the heat, so the implication is that this woman is ostracized from the community, that she doesn’t
want to run into others, that she may have some shame in her background. Third, there is Jesus – a
Jewish man, a rabbi(!) – not just speaking to a Samaritan, but a woman to boot. Rules and practices
surrounding gender, ethnicity, culture, and religion are being broken right and left, and Jesus’ behavior
scandalizes even his own disciples who are astonished to walk up on this scene. However, because the
Samaritan woman and Jesus break through these artificial human barriers and engage one another,
because they break through the fear and “social distancing,” TRANSFORMATION is made possible as
the “living water” that they discuss is revealed in Jesus the Messiah. 
     There isn’t a sanitizer in the world – or soap and water for that matter – that can wash away fear. Only
LOVE can do that, and that’s exactly what the Samaritan woman experiences in her encounter at the
well with Jesus. He speaks about “living water:” “Those who drink of the water that I will give them will
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”
     As followers of the risen Christ, our truest and deepest identity is found in the “living waters” of Holy
Baptism, that sacred intersection where plain water is transformed into “living water” by God’s word and
promise, transformed into a means of God’s grace for us. Incorporated into Christ, we are named
beloved children of God – an identity that sustains us throughout our lives. Because here’s the thing: The
“living water” that is Christ’s life in us is not just for the joyful times. It is also and especially for the difficult
times and the hard places in our lives, the times when we are dealing with a disease pandemic, or illness,
or economic uncertainty, or disappointment, or grief, or guilt. 
     Author Philip Yancey puts it this way: “Grace, like water, flows downward. . . No matter how low we
sink, grace flows to that lowest part.” Grace, that “living water,” flows to the lowest point in our lives, in
our hearts, and washes away the hurt that is there, bringing us up from death to life again, becoming in
us a spring of water, gushing up to eternal life.
     That’s what happens to the Samaritan woman. She is unexpectedly known and loved by this itinerant
Jewish rabbi, and the “living water” that he offers becomes in her a spring of water that overflows into
her own life and even into the lives of her neighbors. “Come and see!” she says to them, “Come and
see!”
     Today, as you read this sermon, think about where the low points are in your life right now. Where
are those places where you are stuck in fear, or frustration, or grief, or guilt, or anger, or pain? As you
think about those places, dip a couple of your fingers in some water and mark your forehead with the
sign of the cross – that ultimate sign of God’s love in Jesus the Christ who – through his life, death, and
resurrection – overcame all the “social distancing” the powers of the world could dish out. Remember
your true and deepest identity – that you are named and claimed as a beloved child of God in the “living
waters” of baptism. Then, let those “living waters” flow to those low points in your life – to heal, to renew,
to bring about new life in all its abundance, so that you, too, may witness to our risen Lord and invite
others to “come and see” and experience God’s grace and love at work in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

God of living water, send your Church beyond boundaries to proclaim your grace. May our witness be
a source of refreshment for thirsty souls. Strengthen our voices, that all people may know and believe
that Jesus the Christ is truly the savior of the world. 

God of living water, help us protect from pollution or misuse our rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams. Bless
the work of those who dig wells and those who advocate for access to clean water, that all people and
animals have enough to drink.  

God of living water, open the hearts of leaders and authorities, that they hear the cries of the suffering
and act with compassion toward them. Bring peace to disputed lands and bring reconciliation to people
divided by race, culture, religion, or nationality. 



God of living water, mend the hearts of those who grieve broken relationships, whether by conflict,
abuse, divorce, or death. Draw near to all who are ill, especially those suffering from coronavirus. Watch
over and protect medical professionals as they care for the sick. Assure those questioning your presence
in the midst of doubt or suffering. 

God of living water, renew us in the promises of baptism. Join us together in worship, fellowship, and
sharing your good news. Embolden us to serve others and to work for justice and peace, especially for
the financially insecure during these troubled economic times.

God of living water, we thank you for those who endured suffering and who now rest in the glory of God.
Pour your Holy Spirit into our hearts and give us peace as we live in the hope of our salvation.  

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships will be facing increased requests for services. May we be
faithful and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the new online giving portal on our website. 
Go to holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

Offertory Prayer

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing & Dismissal

Almighty God, Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Our service now begins. Marked with the cross of Christ, go in peace to love and serve the world.

Thanks be to God.


