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We are not able to gather for indoor, in-person worship as the body of Christ in this time of world-wide crisis.
Even though we cannot be together, we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.

 

Our observance of The Triduum – The Three Days of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday –
comes to its conclusion this evening. This is the night of salvation! At this modified Vigil of Easter, we gather
around fire, word, and water (no bread and wine this year!), proclaiming through story and song that ours is
a God who continuously brings life out of death. On this night we experience again the heart of God’s
baptismal promise and the center of our faith: we are claimed and cleansed, renewed in the death and
resurrection of Jesus the Christ. We gather with all the saints of every time and place to celebrate the good
news: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

SERVICE  OF  LIGHT
 

LIGHTING OF THE NEW FIRE OF EASTER
  

May the light of the Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

LIGHTING OF THE NEW PASCHAL CANDLE
  

The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

THE EXULTET (Easter Proclamation)
  

   

Rejoice, now, all heavenly choirs of angels, and celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; and, for the victory
of so great a King, sound the trumpet of salvation. Exult, also, O earth, enlightened with such radiance; and, made
brilliant by the splendor of the eternal King, know that the ancient darkness has been banished from all the world.
Be glad also, O mother Church, clothed with the brightness of such a light, and let this house resound with the
triumphant voices of the peoples. 
  

It is indeed right and salutary that we should with full devotion of heart and mind and voice
praise the invisible God, the Father Almighty, and his only Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ; who
paid for us the debt of Adam to the eternal Father, and who by his precious blood
redeemed us from the bondage to the ancient sin.
  

For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which the true Lamb is slain, by whose blood the
doorposts of the faithful are made holy. This is the night in which, in ancient times, you
delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, from the land of Egypt; and led them, dry-
shod, through the Red Sea.
  

This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the gloom of sin, are renewed in grace
and holiness, by the rising brightness. This is the night in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ arises from
hell in triumph.
 
O night truly blessed which alone was worthy to know the time and the hour wherein Christ arose again from hell!
  

O night truly blessed in which heaven and earth are joined, things human and things divine. We, therefore, pray
to you, O Lord, that he, in whose honor this candle burns, will continue to vanquish the darkness of this night and
faithfully shed light on all the human race; through the same Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and rules with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen



SERVICE  OF  READINGS
  

The readings are printed below for your personal reflection. 
A brief overview of each lesson is read in the videotaped service.

Lesson One - Genesis 1:1 –  2:4a
  

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face
of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was
light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7So God made
the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so.  8God
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was
so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
11Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit
with the seed in it." And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third
day. 

14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and
for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was
so. 16God made the two great lights – the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night – and the stars. 17God
set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of
the sky." 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters
swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23And there was evening and there was morning,
the fifth day.

24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the
earth of every kind." And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." 27So
God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them. 28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29God said, "See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food." And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the work that
he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 4These are the generations of the heavens
and the earth when they were created.



Prayer
  

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored
it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of him who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ your
Son, our Lord. Amen

Lesson Two - Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21
  

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites
cried out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to
die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt,
'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness." 13But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will
accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. 14The LORD will fight for you,
and you have only to keep still."
  
15Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 16But you lift up your staff,
and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17Then I will harden
the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army,
his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself
over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers."

19The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from
in front of them and took its place behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud
was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.
  
21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned
the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall
for them on their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses,
chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian
army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The
Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt."
  
26Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians,
upon their chariots and chariot drivers." 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its
normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered
the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.
29But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw
the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in
his servant Moses.  
  
15:20Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her with
tambourines and with dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and
rider he has thrown into the sea."

Prayer
  

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our day: By the power of your mighty arm you
once delivered your people from slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by
the water of Baptism. Grant that all peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of
Abraham and may rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lesson Three - Ezekiel 37:1-14
  

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of
a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
3He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know."



4Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord
GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD."

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came
together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." 10I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD,
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the
LORD, have spoken and will act," says the LORD.

Prayer
  

O God, by the Passover of the Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death
into life. Give us such an understanding of your mercy that, in receiving the gifts of Word and Sacrament
now, we may learn to hope for all your gifts to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lesson Four - Isaiah 4:2-6
 

2On that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land shall be the pride and glory of
the survivors of Israel. 3Whoever is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded
for life in Jerusalem, 4once the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of
Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. 5Then the Lord will create over the whole site of
Mount Zion and over its places of assembly a cloud by day and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night. Indeed over
all the glory there will be a canopy. 6It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter from
the storm and rain.

Prayer
 

O God, by the word of the prophets you are known in the Church as the sower of the good seed, the
keeper of the chosen vineyard. Grant to your people, who are called your vine and your harvest, that,
cleansed of all thorns and briars, they may abundantly bring forth good fruit; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

SERVICE  OF  BAPTISMAL  RENEWAL
  

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin
and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the
baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and
joined in God’s mission for the life of the world.
  

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning
your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift
of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.

 

Through the waters of the flood you saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led
Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land.
In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism



of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from bondage to sin and death, and
has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and
of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
  

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life.
Take away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your
glorious kingdom. Pour out your Holy Spirit, also, on those who renew their baptismal vows so that their
faith may be emboldened.
   

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen
  

Sisters and brothers, on this most holy night the Church keeps vigil, awaiting the glorious resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Apostle teaches us that by baptism we were buried with Christ and lay
dead in order that as Christ was raised from the dead in the splendor of the Father, so we should set our
feet on the new path of life. Therefore, now that the struggle of Lent is over, let us renew the promises
made at our baptism as we profess our faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
Church, the faith in which we baptize.
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
   creator of heaven and earth.

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
   and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified, died, and was buried.
  He descended into hell.
  On the third day he rose again.
  He ascended into heaven,
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen

WORDS FOR MEDITATION



SERVICE  OF  THE  WORD  FOR  EASTER
  

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

EASTER FANFARE Fantasia Lothar Graap

PRAYER OF THE DAY
  

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your
Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and
mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

HOLY GOSPEL - Matthew 28:1-10
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and
became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come,
see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my
message for you." 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of
his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."

HYMN



THE PRAYERS
  

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
  

Blessed are you, almighty God, for you created the universe and gave it life. Preserve your creation,
maintain its abundance, and inspire its stewardship among your people. 
  

Blessed are you, for you have made us a new creation through Christ Jesus. Continue to bless your
Church that we might bring your creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
  

Blessed are you, for you have the power to bring life from death. Humble any in this world who would
wield tyrannical power and by the power of the resurrection establish justice throughout the earth. 
  

Blessed are you, for you continually care for your people. Deliver all those in need from pandemic and
pain, from grief and despair, from poverty and homelessness, from hunger and want, from loneliness and
abuse. 
  

Blessed are you, for by the power of the resurrection you make all things new. Renew this congregation
that we may live abundantly in Easter joy. 
  

Blessed are you, for you have enfolded our lives in Christ Jesus. Give us hope, that together with the
saints and all the witnesses of the resurrection we may appear with you in glory. 
  

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory

forever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION 
  

May Almighty God, Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen



HYMN

DISMISSAL
   

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
 

Go in peace to serve the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE  Lydian Toccata-Rondo J. William Greene

�       �       �

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.



The Easter lilies are given to the glory of God by the following:

Carol Barclay in honor of her family;
 

Edith Beck in memory of Donald Hesson, Harvey Huiner, and Jane Park;
 

Barbara and Simon Hatin in memory of Angela and George Hatinoglou, Catherine Hertkorn; and,
in honor of Herman Hertkorn;

 

Faye Hesson in memory of Donald Hesson;
 

Kitty Hoover;
 

Jackie and Paul Kluender in honor of their children and grandchildren;
 

Margie Lippard in memory of Dr. and Mrs. C.H. Lippard, Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Ford,
and Mr. and Mrs. Hoyt Lippard;

 

Kay and Bob Nunley in memory of Bernice Crites and Steve Cox;
 

Joni and Bruce Pearson in honor of their children, Lauren & David, Charlie, and Natalie, and their grandsons,
Courtland and Dempsey.

 

Brenda Van Fossen in memory of Lacy and Carrie Van Fossen;
 

and,
 

Carrie Wisman in honor of her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren;
and, in memory of grandchildren Berkeley and Carly.

\   \   \

The candles are given to the glory of God by Faye Hesson
in thanksgiving for the people of Holy Trinity.
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