
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
 

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the Lord
will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake
and sober. Jesus of Nazareth tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time,
for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of
hope—word and prayer—eager to welcome the good news of Christ's coming among us.

   

          TWENTY-FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST

 

November 15, 2020

   

Prelude Sonata del Primo Tono José Lidon
    (Sonata in the First Tone)     (1752-1827)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples and you give us
all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom and prepare us for the joy
of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS

First Lesson - Zephaniah 1:7, 12–18
    

Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week's first reading) presents the day of the Lord as one of judgment and wrath.
Descriptions of the last day in the Christian Testament include details taken from accounts

of the day of the Lord in the Hebrew scriptures.
    

7Be silent before the Lord GOD!
For the day of the LORD is at hand;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.

12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs,
those who say in their hearts,
"The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm."

13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.

14The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter,
the warrior cries aloud there.

15That day will be a day of wrath,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,

16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.

17I will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD,



their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung.
18Neither their silver nor their gold

will be able to save them on the day of the LORD's wrath;
in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

Psalm 90:1-12
  

The psalmist reflects on the passing character of human life in the face of the Lord’s wrath
and asks the everlasting God for wisdom to make use of the time.

 

LORD, you have been our refuge
from one generation to another.

2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,
from age to age you are God.

3You turn us back to the dust and say,
"Go back, O child of earth."

4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past
and like a watch in the night.

5You sweep us away like a dream;
we fade away suddenly like the grass.

6In the morning it is green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried up and withered.

7For we consume away in your displeasure;
we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation.

8Our iniquities you have set before you,
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

  

9When you are angry, all our days are gone;
we bring our years to an end like a sigh.

10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty;
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow,
for they pass away quickly and we are gone.

11Who regards the power of your wrath?
Who rightly fears your indignation?

12So teach us to number our days,
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

Second Lesson - 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
 

Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ's return, we are called to live faithfully in the here and now
as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. 2For you
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, "There is peace and
security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no
escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day,
let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us
not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.



Holy Gospel - Matthew 25:14-30
 

Jesus of Nazareth tells a parable indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as they are.
Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them.

 

Jesus said to his disciples: "14For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more
talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But
the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid
his master's money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I
have made five more talents.' 21His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'
22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made
two more talents.' 23His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 24Then the one who had received the one talent also
came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you
did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 26But his
master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not
scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was
my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have,
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'"

Sermon 
  

     The late, great Babe Ruth once said, “Never let the fear of striking out get in your way.” While “The

Bambino” used a baseball analogy, his observation about fear goes well-beyond mere athletic

performance to life in general. “Fear” was a part of our Friday Book Discussion Group conversation this

past week –  about how “fear” is a part of the survival instinct encoded in our evolutionary identity, how

“fear” can be a motivating aspect in our distrust of, or hostility toward, others of different ideologies, or

gender or sexual orientations, or races, or ethnicities, or religions. One class participant raised a

“chicken-or-the-egg” kind of question by asking which comes first: hatred or fear. We discussed the

comfort of sameness and what it is that challenges our comfort zones and creates the potential for fear-

based reactions and behavior. 

     “Fear” is a given in life, and we see it in action in today’s gospel reading in the parable of the talents.

The gospel writer is addressing a late-first-century audience trying to figure out how they should live while

waiting for Jesus the Christ to return at the end of time, a “second coming” that wasn’t arriving as quickly

as they expected. This story is meant to teach a struggling Christian community how to live out their

discipleship in a time of uncertainty and persecution. This story asks followers of the risen Christ what

they are prepared to risk for the sake of the Gospel. This parable is about the perils of living in fear when

our Lord calls us to love and service.

     Now, it’s important to remember that a “talent” in first-century Palestine was a financial term – the

equivalent of some twenty years of wages. In other words, the master entrusts each slave with the

management of an extraordinary sum of money –  100 years of wages for one, forty years of wages for

another, twenty years of wages for another.  The slaves managing the two larger amounts go, and trade,



and double the amount of what is entrusted to them, while the third slave digs a hole in the ground and

hides his twenty years of wages. When the master returns, he commends the two slaves who doubled

his money, but the third slave – who buried the money, not even investing it with the bankers – is cast

into the outer darkness. When asked why he had done nothing at all with the money, the slave answers

that he was afraid of the slave master because of the master’s alleged shady farming practices. This

third slave, labeled as “wicked and lazy” in the story, was operating out of fear, even in the midst of

incredible generosity.

     Think about the “slave masters” in our own world that use fear to manipulate and control. Maybe it’s

the slave master of financial security that haunts us, causing us to live in fear of not earning enough, or

having enough, or shopping enough, or accumulating enough stuff. Perhaps it’s the slave master of

achievement making us check all the boxes as we climb the ladder of worldly success. Maybe it’s the

slave master of perfectionism that insists that we always be right and make no mistakes. Perhaps it’s the

slave master of conformity that insists that we fit the mold, that we look or behave a certain way. Perhaps

it’s the slave master of doom and gloom that keeps telling us that everything is going to fall apart if we

aren’t careful, so we worry about maintaining the status quo and playing it safe, never taking a risk.

These masters can leave us feeling like worthless slaves, living in debilitating darkness with weeping and

gnashing of teeth, keeping us from seeing that we have been set free in Christ Jesus our Lord, and that

we are blessed beyond measure.

     The good news is that God is bigger than our fears, that God’s love and grace are unlimited, that God

accepts us just as we are – regardless of the fear-based categories we may create to divide the human

family into “insiders” and “outsiders.” The good news is that God’s gifts are abundant and overflowing,

that we are fearfully and wonderfully created, redeemed, and sustained to be God’s people in the world.

The parable of the talents is not about financial investment strategies, but rather about how we use and

spend our lives. It’s about engagement in life, how we use what we’ve been given, where we are, in order

to live full and purposeful lives in love of God and care of neighbor. It’s about God’s invitation into the

JOY of kingdom life so that we, like the first two slaves, may live with courage and confidence.

     In the flow of the gospel according to Matthew, the parable of the talents appears in the story narrative

right before Jesus of Nazareth enters Jerusalem for his transformational cosmic confrontation with the

imperial powers-that-be, his confrontation with evil and the slave masters of our world, his confrontation

with death itself. Jesus’ looming execution and his cross cast a shadow on this story about using what

time and resources one has for the kingdom of God. 

     It was John Wesley, the eighteenth-century English cleric, theologian, and founder of Methodism, who

once said, “Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places

you can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.” In a similar vein,

Sydney Smith, an early nineteenth-century English clergyman observed, “The greatest of all mistakes

is to do nothing because you can only do a little. Do what you can.”

     May we always remember that God is bigger than our fears; that, we should, in the words of Babe

Ruth, ‘never let the fear of striking out get in our way.’ Each and everyone of us has been blessed in

some way to do something – be it little OR great – to advance the kingdom of God. Let us do so with

JOY, so that WE may be found faithful as we seek to care actively in the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the Church,
the world, and all in need.



Lord of the Church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, dispel
our fears and empower us to participate in your mission throughout the world.
  

Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the beauty of nature.
Bless the earth with your glory and help us restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin.
 

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all world leaders. Increase our concern for
those who are most vulnerable, so that we may be your caring hands to provide assistance and your
voice to be their advocates. 
  

Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of pandemic,
depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send us as
encouragement and signs of your healing. 
  

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins of society.
Take away our desire for superiority and control, and open us to learn from the perspectives of others.
  

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints who rest from their labors. Rouse
us to live by their example, so that saints yet to come may also know your love and grace through our
witness.
  

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

November 15   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  1:00 p.m. Youth Group - (Let’s Go Hiking!; Youth and Parents)

 afternoon Third Sunday Program  (via YouTube)
   

Tuesday,   1:00 p.m. Bible Study - God’s Will for Life - Studies in Mark (via Zoom) 

November 17  
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

November 19
 

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group - Dear Church (via Zoom) 

November 20   6:00 p.m. Dinner for Residents of The Gateway
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

November 22   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Sonata de Clarines Antonio Soler
(Sonata for the Reed Stops) (1729-1783)

�       �       �

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Martha Kjeseth Johnson

in honor of Siri Johnson.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia
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Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


