EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 4, 2020
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,
we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
Jesus of Nazareth is shown telling a parable of the vineyard in today’s gospel reading – an image of Israel, the
prophets’ mission, and Jesus of Nazareth’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured
out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine in Holy Baptism, we
are nourished with wine and bread, that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.
Today is the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, renewer of the Church, who died in 1226. Born into the family of
a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve the poor. He formed the Order of Friars Minor
(called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching “using words if necessary.” Francis had a
spirit of gratitude for all of God’s creation.

Prelude

Toccata in D Major

Johann Krieger
(1651-1735)

Hymn

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your
Spirit to know those things that are right and, by your merciful guidance, help us to do
them, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS
First Lesson - Isaiah 5:1–7
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song,
Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God's loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth
"wild grapes" of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2
He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
3
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
4
What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?
5
And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
6
I will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
7
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice, but saw bloodshed;
righteousness, but heard a cry!

Psalm 80:7-14
This psalm is a lament and plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that the Lord will restore God’s ravaged vineyard.

Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
8
You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and planted it.
9
You prepared the ground for it;
it took root and filled the land.

10

The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
11
You stretched out its tendrils to the sea
and its branches to the river.
12
Why have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13
The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
14
Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
behold and tend this vine;
preserve what your right hand has planted.

Second Lesson - Philippians 3:4b–14
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison
to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Jesus the Christ. The power of Christ's
resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with the risen Lord.

Paul writes: If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
7
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything
as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things,
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow
I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own but this one thing I do: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus.

Holy Gospel - Matthew 21:33-46
Jesus of Nazareth tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death.

Jesus said to the people: 33"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come,
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first;
and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will
respect my son.' 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the
heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' 39So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those tenants?" 41They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time."
42
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures:
'The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'?
43
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the
kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls."
45
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Sermon
It was the Dust Bowl of the 1930s. Fierce, dust-choked winds swept across the sun-parched earth
as crops withered and perished. As you may recall from history class or John Steinbeck’s novel, The
Grapes of Wrath, many farmers on the Great Plains lost their land to bank repossessions, with lenders
sometimes forcibly “tractoring” families out of their homes and off of their farms to get rid of them. In
search of work, many folks set out for the long, arduous – and sometimes deadly – journey to what was
thought to be the “promised land” of California. Some became day laborers or tenant farmers there.
Many lived in vehicles or abandoned buildings, while others took shelter in “Hoovervilles” – shantytowns
and encampments for the homeless. It was a haunting, apocalyptic story of climate-forced human
migration, economic injustice, human cruelty, and violence.
Our gospel reading today also includes a story about human cruelty and violence in the narrative
about the bloodthirsty tenants. Rather than pay the rent the landowner is due, they instead beat and kill
his slaves when they come to collect the landowner’s share of the harvest. When the landowner sends
his own son to collect, the tenants eagerly kill the son as well, thinking somehow the additional
bloodshed will enable them to steal the son’s inheritance. Jesus of Nazareth then poses a question to
his crucifixion-week audience: “Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” The crowd’s answer: the landowner “will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at harvest time.” It seems those listening to
the parable are bloodthirsty, too, as they give the answer the world demands.
We see a similar dynamic at work down through history, because the human creature has not evolved
very much in some ways. Be it the first century, the Middles Ages, the “Grapes-of-Wrath” 1930s, or
today, historical, social, and economic circumstances separate people into haves and have-nots; into
owners and tenants; into “insiders” and “outsiders” defined by race, ethnicity, gender, language, religion,
and so forth. We know those in dominant positions struggle viciously to preserve their place atop the
heap. We know how fear, anger, perceptions that there’s not enough to go around, and hatred can lead
to violence and death. We know the names of many servants sent into the “vineyard” to work for justice
who have been murdered, people such as Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King, Jr., Archbishop Óscar
Romero, Heather Heyer just up the road in Charlottesville, and so many others.
As we look at today’s parable, it’s interesting to consider the titles that have been assigned to these
provocative Jesus stories down through history. Today’s gospel reading has traditionally been known as
the “Parable of the Wicked Tenants,” but perhaps it should be the “Parable of the Hopeful Landlord.”
Think about it: even in the face of stark evidence, the landowner continues to BELIEVE, to HOPE, to
TRUST that the tenants will change their ways and pay what is due as he sends his slaves, and then
even more slaves, and finally his own son. He is optimistic that the tenants will share of the good fruit
of the vineyard, and not the “wild grapes” of violence and death.
Let us remember that Jesus’ parables are verbal pictures that give us glimpses of the kingdom of
God. By throwing everyday events and people together in unexpected ways, parables point to who God
is, how God acts, and how God’s children are expected and invited to live in light of all this. When we
look to the God revealed in Jesus the Christ we see love, intimacy, mercy and forgiveness, justice,
generosity, compassion, and presence. We see wisdom, truth, healing, reconciliation, self-surrender, joy,
thanksgiving, peace, obedience, humility. The “Parable of the Hopeful Landlord” points us to the God
who so loves the world, the God who sent the only begotten son to be the cornerstone of OUR lives, the
God who weeps over the injustices of the world, the God who embraces us in our brokenness, the God
who promises to never give up on anyone – not even US.
In Holy Baptism, we are saved by grace through faith for Christ’s sake alone. Therefore, our eternal
salvation doesn’t hang in the balance, but the quality and character of our lives and the lives of others
is impacted by the way we conduct ourselves each day. Will we hoard our blessings, or share them? Will

we embrace those in need, or shun them? Will we use our privilege to work for greater equity and justice
for others, or only to secure our own future? Will we reach out to the Christ we perceive in our neighbor,
or only see the Christ portrayed in our stained glass windows?
John Steinbeck’s novel, The Grapes of Wrath, includes several characters who are God-like or Christlike figures. In many ways, it is Ma Joad who best embodies the true nature of God as members of her
family – and others they meet on the journey – make the trek to California and the challenges that await
them there. Ma Joad holds the family together, serving as leader and sacrificial provider, as rock and
cornerstone. She is the bearer of grace and kindness as she feeds a bevy of hungry children with soup
she has prepared. She remains a calm, steadfast presence for those around her. Her sorrow is deep,
but it manifests itself not as wrath but, rather, as GRACE.
As those beloved by God in Christ Jesus, we are set free and empowered to live with hope, courage,
and generosity in a bloodthirsty world. Having been healed, we can now offer healing to others. Having
been reconciled, we can be instruments of reconciliation. Having tasted the mercy of God’s justice, we
can risk ourselves in working for greater justice for others. Having been blessed beyond measure, we
can be a blessing to those around us. Thanks be to God who gives us grace upon grace. Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all those in need.
Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the Church with the gift of
your grace, that we may bear good fruit through work and service.
Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands bring the fruits
of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who cared deeply for
your creation, especially St. Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate today.
Curb our impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that world leaders
seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people.
Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain and suffering,
and equip us to embrace all those aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those
who are struggling today, especially migrants, the poor, those demeaned by prejudice, those impacted
by COVID-19, those living with anxiety or despair, and those whose sorrow is known only to you.
We pray for all who seek employment. Give hope and a future to those who lack meaningful work, those
who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace, and those who desire new opportunities.
Thank you for all the faithful who have gone before us into the fullness of life eternal. May our chorus join
theirs now and forevermore.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
You may also use the online giving portal on our website.
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”
You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Fugue on Westminster Abbey

J. William Greene

(Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation)







The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Donna Powers
in memory of her father, Carlton Tester.

The candles are given to the Glory of God
by Norma Jean Glass in memory of Corbin Glass; and,
in honor of Nancy Trent’s eighty-eighth birthday on October 18.

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
Sunday,
October 4

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Worship Service (via YouTube)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)
Blessing of the Animals (with masks and distancing for human attendees)

Monday,
October 5

7:00 p.m.

Bible Study (via Zoom)

Thursday,
October 8

9:00 a.m.

Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

Friday,
October 9

11:00 a.m.

Book Discussion Group (via Zoom)

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Worship Service (via YouTube)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)
All Youth – Dinner & Movie (meet outside Fellowship Hall)

Sunday,
October 11

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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