
We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.
  

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They
had hoped Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet, unknown to them, the risen
Christ walks with them, and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each week as we gather for worship,
our hearts are stirred as the Holy Spirit moves and the scriptures are proclaimed. Emmaus is everywhere.

 

  THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER
  

April 26, 2020

   

Prelude           Introitus Lothar Graap

Hymn

Easter Acclamation and Apostolic Greeting
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.



Prayer of the Day
 

 God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - Acts 2:14a, 36–41
  

Today's reading is the conclusion of Peter's sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit
to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The heart of his preaching is the bold declaration

that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.
 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the people . . .
36 "Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus

whom you crucified." 37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles,
"Brothers, what should we do?" 38Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him." 40And he testified with many other
arguments and exhorted them, saying, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41So those who welcomed his message
were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17 
 

This psalm is an offering of thanksgiving and praise by one who has been rescued from death.
 

I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication,
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.

2The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me;
I came to grief and sorrow.

3Then I called upon the name of the LORD:
"O LORD, I pray you, save my life."

10How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things he has done for me?

11I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call upon the name of the LORD.
12I will fulfill my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.

13Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his servants.

14O LORD, I am your servant;
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;

you have freed me from my bonds.
15I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving

and call upon the name of the LORD.
16I will fulfill my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people,
17in the courts of the LORD's house,

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!



Second Lesson - 1 Peter 1:17–23
  

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a strange land.
Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death and resurrection of Christ we belong to God,

so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold.

17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during
the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with
perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He
was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you
have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another
deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring
word of God.

Holy Gospel - Luke 24:13–35
  

The colorful story of the risen Christ’s appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how our Lord
is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of the bread.

  
13Now on that same day when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene, two of them were going

to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about
all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came
near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them,
"What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad.
18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?" 19He asked
them, "What things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty

in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned
to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the
third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels
who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but
they did not see him." 25Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" 27Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were
going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and
the day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, "Were not
our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?" 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed,
and he has appeared to Simon!" 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 



Sermon

     It is easy to miss something for which one is not looking.
     Some years ago, the Lynchburg area’s Interfaith Outreach Association was having its semi-annual
dinner meeting at a nearby church. Scores of people were arriving to celebrate the work of this incredible
faith-community non-profit that serves our neighbors in need by giving them a hand up through
education, guidance, and support. That particular evening, a stooped, elderly-looking woman – dressed
somewhat shabbily – was lingering near the sidewalk leading to the church door. She wasn’t actively
engaging passersby or begging for money, but merely was a silent presence in the falling darkness.
Some dinner attendees acknowledged and spoke to the woman, not sure exactly how to react to her
presence. Others gave the woman a superficial glance before averting their eyes until they were past her.
Some, lost in their own conversations with friends whom they had not seen for a while, didn’t even notice
the woman as they walked past.  
     It is easy to miss something for which one is not looking.
     We know that reality in our own daily lives, as we find our attention focused in particular ways on
particular things – often important things no doubt, but things that can blind us to who may be nearby or
to what is going on around us. Maybe it is health concerns or job security or loneliness during this time
of pandemic. Perhaps it is our work, or parenting, or a relationship. Maybe it’s financial concerns, or fear
for what the future may hold, or a sense of loss or grief over a loved one. 
     Missing something for which one is not looking certainly captures what unfolds in the “Road to
Emmaus” story we hear in today’s gospel. Two followers of Jesus of Nazareth – Cleopas and an
unnamed companion – are lost in their grief, and mourning, and confusion as they “Get out of Dodge,”
so to speak, and head to Emmaus. Their world has been shattered by Jesus’ execution the previous
Friday and now, on this Sunday, while still trying to make sense of the previous week, they are newly
astounded by the women’s early-morning, breaking-news report that Jesus’ body is missing and that a
vision of angels has announced that he is alive. 
     Cleopas and his companion are so consumed in conversation as they make their way toward
Emmaus that they don’t really pay much attention to the unknown, uninformed stranger who joins them
on the road. When the stranger asks what they are discussing, Cleopas responds, somewhat
incredulously, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken
place there in these days?” “What things?” asks the stranger, to which both travelers respond with a
recap of the controversy, confrontation, and political intrigue surrounding Jesus’ work and demise,
concluding sadly, “But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.” 
     The stranger then proceeds to use the Hebrew scriptures to interpret the Messiah, and as he does
so the fire of faith that had died-out on Golgotha starts to slowly rekindle and burn within them with a
familiar hope that Jesus was indeed the Christ. There’s something about this stranger, but they can’t
quite put their finger on it. Who IS this man who so beautifully makes sense of everything that has
happened, yet who at first had seemed so clueless? 
     The sun hangs low in the sky as they reach Emmaus, and Cleopas and his companion plead with the
stranger to join them for the evening. It is at the table, when the stranger breaks bread and gives it to
them, that they recognize the risen Christ – and he vanishes from their sight. Now, with 20/20 hindsight,
they give voice to how their hearts had burned within them on the road as their Lord opened the
scriptures to them. They then head back to Jerusalem, proclaiming to the eleven and their companions
that the Lord is risen and that he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
     We see in this parable an example of how the distractions of life can obscure our sense and
experience of the risen Christ who comes alongside US just as he did with his followers of old. This gives
us reassurance that, in those times when our hopes are dashed and our spirits crushed, our Lord
journeys with us. He is present as we struggle with health issues or relationships, or as we try to make
sense of the brokenness of our lives and world, or as we grieve the pain and loss of death. This is the
promise of the gift of faith that is planted in our lives as God’s Holy Spirit opens the word of the scriptures
to us – that “bread” of the word becoming ‘a lamp to our feet and a light to our path’ in the words of the
psalmist. That word is joined with water, with bread, and wine, to make us God’s very own, uniting us with



the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.
     It is easy to miss something for which one is not looking. 
     Mother Teresa often spoke of “encountering Jesus in distressing disguise.” Sometimes, the Divine
comes to us disguised as the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the immigrant, the naked, the sick, the
imprisoned, the discriminated against, the marginalized. That was the lesson illustrated at that long-ago
Interfaith Outreach Association dinner when one of IOA’s own staff members used makeup and shabby
clothing to portray a person in need as folks entered the building. Her’s was a powerful story and witness
when she later spoke at the dinner that evening, describing people’s reactions to her and how invisible
she felt as they walked past.
     The “Road to Emmaus” is everywhere, it is OUR road as well. As we continue our faith journey in this
Easter season, where do WE experience our risen Lord today? Where do WE experience “thin places”
and  God sightings? What about those times when our hearts burn with a new insight, or our hearts open
to a new way of seeing someone or something we were unable to perceive before? Where have WE felt
God’s abiding presence during this challenging, stay-at-home time? How has our experience of the risen
Christ changed us? 
     May WE be encouraged and inspired by our Lord’s presence with us. May he give us eyes to see,
ears to hear, and the heart to respond to his invitation to follow him and grow in discipleship. May we,
too, go share the Good News that “He is risen. He is alive. Alleluia!” Amen
    



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers

Separated in our residences but united by God’s promises of restoration, we pray for the Church, the
earth, the world, and all who are in need.



Come to your Church. Give us faith to know your loving presence among us, especially in these
challenging times. Open the scriptures to us and nourish us with the bread of your word. Bind into one
all denominations around the globe in hope for the renewal of all things, and uphold the work of those
who strive for greater ecumenical and interfaith cooperation.
  

Come to the earth. Bless all the natural world. Help us care for all you have made as we renew
landscapes, cleanse waters, and protect animals. Watch over your children who are impacted by
destructive storms or other natural disasters.
  

Come to the nations. Preserve all peoples from war and violence. Guide government leaders toward wise
decisions in addressing the pandemic and reviving the economy. Teach all peoples how to share limited
resources with those in greater need. 
  

Come to all who suffer from illnesses of any kind. Heal the sick, sustain medical workers, comfort those
who mourn. Empower medical researchers who are seeking new treatments and cures. Stay with us, and
accompany all those who are isolated or afraid.  
  

As at Emmaus you joined the meal of the disciples, so come also to our tables. Uphold farmers,
ranchers, migrant workers, and all who produce, harvest, package, and market our food. Guard the
health of those who work at grocery stores. Bless the efforts of local food banks and pantries. Enable
us to feed the children who rely on food given out at school. Show us how to feed the people living in
refugee camps and nations experiencing famine and drought.
  

Walk with us on our roadways, whether marked with sorrow or joy, and receive our petitions, both sad
lament or fervent praise.

silence for prayer and reflection

Accept our praises for those who have died in the faith. Accompany us now, as you did them, until at the
end of all things we feast at your table with all the saints in glory.
  

With bold confidence in your providence, O holy and gracious God, we place all for whom we pray into
your eternal care; through Christ our saving Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Easter Acclamation and Dismissal
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Praeludium Lothar Graap

  

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Sally and Jeff Schneider
in memory of Sally’s brother, James Parrish, Jr.,

and Sally’s sister, Mary K. Schneider.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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