
 

THE  RESURRECTION  OF  OUR  LORD
Easter Day

April 4, 2021

Prelude Sonata: Allegro~Andante~Presto Antonio Vivaldi
(1678-1741)

Hymn



Easter Acclamation and Apostolic Greeting
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become
the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and
help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

First Lesson - Isaiah 25:6-9

Our reading from the Hebrew scriptures is a prophetic hymn envisioning the day of the Lord’s salvation.
The prophet uses a rich banquet as an image for the time of festival.

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food
filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all
peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the
tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be
said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have
waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

The psalmist sings in praise of the Lord’s salvation and deliverance from death..

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his mercy endures forever.
Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures forever."

The LORD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.

There is a sound of exultation and victory in the tents of the righteous:
"The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!

The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!"

I shall not die but live, and declare the works of the LORD.
     

The LORD has punished me sorely,
but he did not hand me over to death.

Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD.

"This is the gate of the LORD; he who is righteous may enter."
I will give thanks to you for you answered me

and have become my salvation.
   

The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the LORD's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the LORD has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.



Second Lesson - Acts 10:34-43
      

Peter’s sermon is a summary of the essential message of Christianity:
the good news of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection is the forgiveness of everyone’s sins.

     

Peter began to speak to the people: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ - he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,
not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and
the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Holy Gospel - John 20:1-18
  

The gospel according to John describes the confusion and excitement of our Lord’s resurrection: the stone is moved,
disciples race back and forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, the risen Christ himself appears.

  

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had
been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said
to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached
the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head,
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be
the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him
in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me,
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had
said these things to her.

Sermon
   

     What a year it has been as we celebrate a second Holy Week and Easter in this time of pandemic
and look back at all the challenges and changes of the last thirteen months. On this Easter Day as we
gather in different ways – on the church lawn, in the parking lot, and virtually – we can’t help but to think
back to pre-pandemic times – of grand Easter mornings with a packed church, radiant lilies, glorious
music with organ and brass ensemble and choir, and stately hymns filled to overflowing with Alleluias.
It was after just such an Easter service that a young worshiper, speaking to the priest at the church door
afterwards, remarked, “It was a great service. Wouldn’t it be nice if it were true?” “Why, what do you
mean?” asked the priest. “You know, life after death, resurrection . . . Don’t you think this is really a lot
of wishful thinking?” asked the young man. And then, he was out the door and gone. 
     Seemingly stuck with life in a virus-impacted Good Friday world, it may be tempting for us to think that
resurrection is indeed “wishful thinking.” After all, we live in a world where loss and suffering are woven



into everyone’s life; and, death appears to have the final word. We see broken relationships, poverty,
gun violence, and insurrection. We see greed, hunger, homelessness, disease, and racism. We see
religious intolerance, political gridlock, wars, and domestic and foreign terrorism. It’s the kind of Good
Friday world Mary Magdalene is experiencing as she makes her way to the tomb to anoint Jesus of
Nazareth’s body for burial that long-ago Sunday morning – a world in which good people die unjustly,
leaving no room for “wishful thinking.”
     So imagine Mary Magdalene’s fear and panic when she arrives at the tomb, consumed by grief, only
to see that the stone at the door of the tomb has been rolled away and Jesus’ body is missing. It’s only
after some frantic, gut-wrenching running about that a distraught Mary experiences the presence of the
risen Christ after he calls her by name. As it often is with us, she has been unable to recognize the new
life right in front of her eyes.  
     The Risen Lord’s appearance to Mary and the other disciples is a living declaration that the stones
have been rolled away from the tombs of this world; that beyond the cruelties of time, beyond sorrow and
dying, beyond deathbeds and crying in the night, a NEW world is breaking in; that death is never the
ultimate end for any of us. “Truth must dazzle gradually,” wrote the poet Emily Dickinson, “or every man
be blind.” It takes time for Mary and the disciples to understand what is happening, just as it does for us.
The trap we so often fall into is thinking of resurrection only as some future event, rather than as a
present, ongoing reality.
     Living out the power of the resurrection as a daily practice was very important to Clarence Jordan,
who, in 1942, created the intentional Christian agricultural community known as Koinonia Farm in
Americus, Georgia. Jordan called the farm a “demonstration plot for the kingdom of God,” with its
commitment to racial equality, pacifism, economic sharing, fair trade, and care of the earth. In the 1950s,
the KKK and others used bullets, bombs, and a boycott in various attempts to force Koinonia Farm to
close. However, the resilient community stood its ground as followers of the risen Christ. Jordan wrote:
“The proof that God raised Jesus from the dead is not the empty tomb, but the full hearts of his
transformed disciples. The crowning evidence that he lives is not a vacant grave, but a spirit-filled
fellowship. Not a rolled-away stone, but a carried-away church.”
     The resurrection life of Easter is not “wishful thinking” because the risen Christ calls us daily to a new
world of HOPE and POSSIBILITY and HEALING. The crucified and risen Christ is on the loose, calling
us by name in Holy Baptism and empowering us to live his love in ways we may not yet even imagine.
The Spirit of the resurrection comes to turn our world upside down. The Spirit of the resurrection comes
to energize and empower our baptismal mission to share God’s love with the world. The Lord of Life is
loose, stirring new, risen life in us. When we read and hear the scriptures, or come to his holy meal, or
pray, or serve, we are given a vision of what life looks like when Christ IS risen. Wendell Berry, the
Kentucky farmer-poet, writes: “So, friends, every day do something that won’t compute. Love the Lord.
Love the world ... Love someone who does not deserve it … Ask the questions that have no answers …
Laugh. Laughter is immeasurable. Be joyful … Practice resurrection.”
     That is our call this Easter Day and every day: to practice resurrection, to live its truth, to refuse to
be bound by the closed-in tombs of this world, to stop making excuses and start doing things boldly, to
give ourselves to causes that matter, to work to make a difference in the world in the few short years we
are given on this earth. Every time we live out the lordship of the risen Christ, every time we follow his
teachings, every time we operate from a place of love, every time we put our faith into action, we are
demonstrating his victory! When we work to make unjust political and economic systems more fair and
equitable; when we claim Christ’s freedom over our fears; when we work to tear down walls that have
been created because of race, or social class, or gender, or sexual orientation, or religion, we are
unleashing the resurrection! When we love our enemies, or stand with the poor, or forgive those who’ve
wronged us, or resist violence by acting for peace, we are demonstrating the victory of Christ in the world!
His victory is present wherever it is claimed and acted upon – which is much, much more than “wishful
thinking” – wherever and however we may be worshiping today. Because Jesus the Christ IS risen today,
may we go forth to practice resurrection! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen    



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises
to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
  

Praise to you, O God, for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your Church with the power of your
love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway. 
 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it to blossom
and help it flourish. Use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what you have
made. 
 



Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. Draw
together all people, revealing new possibilities and inspiring new beginnings. Empower our ministries to
those suffering from prejudice and injustice, from oppression and poverty.
   

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or confused,
those who are sick or suffering, those impacted by gun violence or acts of terror, those who are dying,
and those who grieve. Assure them of your promises. 
   

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill us with joy as you send us forth to live out our baptismal
mission in daily life by feeding the hungry, and caring for the migrant and the stranger. Multiply that joy
so that we share it at home, at work, and in our community. 
   

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we may practice
resurrection and join with all who have gone before us in proclaiming your grace and mercy that endure
forever. 
   

In thanksgiving for the new life of the resurrection, we offer these prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing

May the grace of the risen Christ attend us, and the love of God surround us,
and the Holy Spirit keep us, ] now and forever. Amen



Hymn

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Celebration David Nelson Jex

\   \   \

Thanks to Steve Euhus for sharing his musical talents with us today.



 
The Easter lilies are given to the glory of God by the following:

Carol Barclay in honor of her family;
 

Edith Beck in memory of Donald Hesson, Harvey Huiner, and Jane Park;
 

Barbara and Simon Hatin in memory of Angela and George Hatinoglou, Catherine Hertkorn; and,
in honor of Herman Hertkorn;

 

Faye Hesson in memory of Donald Hesson;
 

Kitty Hoover;
 

Jackie and Paul Kluender in honor of their children and grandchildren;
 

Margie Lippard in memory of Dr. and Mrs. C.H. Lippard, Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Ford,
and Mr. and Mrs. Hoyt Lippard;

 

Kay and Bob Nunley in memory of Bernice Crites and Steve Cox;
 

Joni and Bruce Pearson in honor of their children, Lauren & David, Charlie, and Natalie, and their grandsons,
Courtland and Dempsey.

 

Brenda Van Fossen in memory of Lacy and Carrie Van Fossen;
 

and,
 

Carrie Wisman in honor of her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren;
and, in memory of grandchildren Berkeley and Carly.

\   \   \

The candles are given to the glory of God by Faye Hesson
in thanksgiving for the people of Holy Trinity.



We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for indoor, in-person worship during
this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table, we can
hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.

  

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God
shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34). Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. Like Mary Magdalene
at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of
God’s endless love.

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

April 4   7:00 a.m. Outdoor Easter Day Service (reservations required; held in parking lot and on lawn)

  8:30 a.m. Outdoor Easter Day Service (reservations required; held in parking lot and on lawn)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Easter Day Service (reservations required; held in parking lot and on lawn)
 

Monday,   Church Office closed
April 5
 

Tuesday,   7:00 p.m. Third Sunday Program Q&A (via Webex)

April 6
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

April 8
 

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group (via Zoom)

April 9    
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

April 11    8:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

 10:30 a.m. Outdoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

   5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing)

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
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Lynchburg, Virginia 24503
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Parish Nurse: Gail Midkiff
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