
   

    THE FEAST OF THE HOLY TRINITY
 

June 7, 2020

   

Reflection and Prayer

Look with mercy, gracious God, upon people everywhere who live with injustice, terror,
disease, and death as their constant companions. Rouse us from our complacency and
help us to eliminate cruelty, racism, and white supremacy wherever it is found. Forgive us
our own sins – for what we have done and for what we have left undone. Strengthen those
who seek equality for all. Grant that everyone may enjoy a fair portion of the abundance
of the earth and a just and peaceful life together; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Prelude Fughetta on Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty J. William Greene

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the beginning of time
you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation, life-giving Spirit of
wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ has
revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - Genesis 1:1—2:4a
 

This first creation story reached its current form during the crisis of the Babylonian exile of the people of Israel. God, not their
captors' god Marduk, was responsible for their existence. God created women and men as rulers over creation,

to preserve and protect it. God also rested on the seventh day, hallowing that day forever as the Sabbath.
  

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face
of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was
light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

 6And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7So God
made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so.
8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

 9And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was
so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
11Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit
with the seed in it." And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third
day.

 14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs
and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it
was so. 16God made the two great lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the
stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the
fourth day.

 20And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." 21So God created the great sea monsters
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them,
saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth." 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. 25God made
the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

 26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps upon the earth."



 27So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29God said, "See, I have
given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have
them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 31God saw everything that he
had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the work that
he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

 4These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Psalm 8
  

The psalmist glorifies the Lord, sovereign of the earth and the magnificent heavens,
who has made human life to have mastery over all other earthly creatures.

  

O LORD our LORD,
how exalted is your name in all the world!
2Out of the mouths of infants and children
your majesty is praised above the heavens.

3You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries,
to quell the enemy and the avenger.

4When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

5what is man that you should be mindful of him,
the son of man that you should seek him out? 

6You have made him but little lower than the angels;
you adorn him with glory and honor;

7you give him mastery over the works of your hands;
you put all things under his feet:

8all sheep and oxen,
even the wild beasts of the field,

9the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

10O LORD our LORD,
how exalted is your name in all the world!

Second Lesson - 2 Corinthians 13:11–13
  

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship
grounded in the triune harmony of Christ's grace, God's love, and the Spirit's partnership.

    

Paul writes: 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live
in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.



Holy Gospel - Matthew 28:16–20
  

After his resurrection, Jesus the Christ summons his remaining disciples
and commissions them to baptize and teach all nations

in the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
  

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them,
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age."

Sermon Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

 

Well, a lot has changed since last Trinity Sunday, not just the COVID-19 pandemic under which we live.
But also, the killing of George Floyd, an unarmed, handcuffed black man by a white police officer in
Minneapolis. Just a few weeks ago, we learned, many of us, of the shooting of Ahmaud Arbery, but since
that time, Breonna Taylor, Dreasjon "Sean" Reed, Tony McDade have also been killed. And how many
others whose names are known only to their families and to God?

Today is Trinity Sunday. It's a hard holiday for us to wrap our minds around it's a difficult, a difficult
concept. But, we learn about the Trinity, particularly in today's first lesson from Genesis. In this beautiful
song of creation, we hear, "In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep. And a wind from God swept over the face
of the waters."

God said and creation began. Martin Luther put it this way, "So also the Christian Church agrees that in
this description there is indicated the mystery of the Holy Trinity, Father created through the Son who
Moses called Word, and over this creative work brooded the Holy Spirit. Later, God says, "Let us make
humankind in our image." This is the glorious relationship with God that spills out into all creation. God
is not a lone ranger. And all of God shows up, all of God shows up, delighting in creation, caring for
creation, weeping for creation, redeeming creation.

I confess that I do not fully understand or even have language to describe the mystery of the Trinity,
probably won't until I finished my baptismal vocation and stand in the presence of God. I can't explain
how, but I can testify to the great Lutheran question, what does this mean?

God is relationship. Within God and flowing from God. Creation is God's decision not to look after God's
self but focuses God's energies on creation. This Trinity, this God, this relationship is outward and
overflowing. God is the one who does not grasp.

As we hear in Philippians, "Let this same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who though he was
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as a thing to be grasped. Likewise, the Spirit is
poured out on us all. Again, what does this mean? God is relationship. Within God, with the creation, with
humankind and among humankind. And since we are baptized into the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, baptized into the Trinity.

We are also part of this powerful, dynamic, living, giving, loving relationship, with God, in God, with
creation, with each other. We are inextricably woven together. No one is alone. No one is beyond the
fierce, tender love of God and God is not far off. God is present in creation, in each of us and in all of us.
God is flesh and blood made visible in Jesus of Nazareth and in every human being. 



God is spirit, closer than our own breath. And this is how God as Trinity shows up today. God is creator. 
God created diversity, beautiful, vital, alive. We must reject calls for colorblindness. That diminishes and
washes out God's gift of diversity. We in the white majority can begin to see our siblings of color more
clearly. We should be color amazed, recognizing the strength that comes with all our many colors and 
God as creator made all of us in God's image. "Let us make them in our image" that means all of us are
a part of this relational triune God who did create all of humankind, each and every one and all of us
together, in God's image, all. And God is the word made flesh. Our flesh, your flesh, my flesh, George
Floyd's flesh. 

Jesus in his passion still suffers with those who suffer. The crucifixion of an unarmed, handcuffed man
lying face down on the street is the crucifixion and the passion of our Lord. The crucifixion of so many,
too many, black and brown people, who live constantly with the violence of racism, is the passion of our
Lord.

And God is spirit. The wind, the breath that moved over the face of the deep at creation, the breath of
God that was breathed into the first earth creature, Adam. The breath of Jesus as he gave them the gift
of the Spirit, the breath crushed out of George Floyd, the breath of life God had given to him. And now,
church, we as the baptized, those of us baptized into the Trinity, show up.

We work for an end to violence, the violence of racism that kills bodies and maims souls. And we work
for the end of violence brought about by lawlessness and also frustration, masquerading in some cases,
as protest.

In the fierce love of the Trinity, we do not deny anger. In the face of the reality and inequity of racial
injustice, anger is appropriate, is appropriate. But we use our anger to bring about change. We put out
fires at the stores, workplaces, churches and property but we ask the Spirit kindle in us the fire of justice.

We work for calm and quiet throughout our country, but we remain disquieted as we search deep within
ourselves. We work for peace, but not the passive peace that allows the mechanisms of racism and
white supremacy to stay in place. No, it’s the peace God alone can give that gives us the strength and
courage to act. The Trinity is a relationship, within God, with creation, with us and among us. Until the
white majority feels in our soul that the pain and suffering of black and brown people is our own pain and
suffering, it will not be safe to be black or brown in America. And until we feel in our own soul that this
is our pain in our story, we are not open to the relationship that God wants to shower, share, lavish upon
us as a relational God, a loving God, as a God of the Trinity, as a God who has brought us into that
relationship and commands us to share that relationship and live that relationship with creation and with
each other.

Paul's second letter to the Corinthians ends, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all " It's actually a promise and I think marching orders for
us. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is with us, the love of God is with us, the communion of the Holy
Spirit is with us and, together in the communion and community of the Holy Trinity, we can make that a
reality. Amen

    



Hymn of the Day

The Apostles’ Creed
  

Using the words of our ancestors in the faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim the triune
God whom we belove:
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Am en

The Prayers
 

We are called into unity with one another. Yet, especially in these troubling times, our nation is
experiencing painful and profound disunity. Let us preface our prayers this morning with a time of silence,
meditating on the sorrows of our country, its history of racial injustice, and its resistance to bringing about
liberty and equality for all.



Held together in the mercy of the triune God, let us join with one another to pray for the many needs of
the world.
 

O triune God, bless the preaching and reception of your Word, and pour your Spirit onto all the baptized.
Give wisdom and stamina to each of us as we share your life-giving good news with all the world. 
 

O triune God, as at the beginning of time your word and spirit visited the earth, so now sustain this planet
with your renewing care. Teach us to care for the very good earth that you have created. 
 

O triune God, in whom Three are One, guide with your powerful mercy our troubled nation, where
relationships are fractured and injustices mark the land. Heal our wounded people. Give hope to the
despairing. Preserve our communities from more tumult, and transform the hearts of those intent on
destruction. Watch over first responders as they protect and serve. Protect the protestors. Assist our
elected leaders and all people in moving forward from a history of racism into a future of peace.
   

O triune God, open our eyes to see your likeness in everyone. Help us heal the sick, support medical
workers, uphold those who face oppression, feed the hungry, assist the unemployed, care for the dying,
and comfort the grieving. 
  

O God, bring us into the mystery of your triune life. We praise you as Life-giver, Pain-bearer, and
Mercy-maker, as we give thanks for all the saints who, in the past and the present, have lived and died
in you. At the end, bring us all into the tender power of your presence.
  

Hear these words, O God, and receive also those petitions that are too deep for words, joining our
prayers with those of Jesus the Christ, who intercedes for us, now and forever. Amen

 WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.
  

Though the word “trinity” is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting that
begins the liturgy: “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.” Today’s gospel portrays the sending forth of the disciples to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of
creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy
Trinity in Word and Sacrament, as we profess the Creeds, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude        Schnelle (Fast)               Hugo Distler
  

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Don Carter

in memory of his parents, Hazel and Robert.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Faye and Don Hesson

in honor of their wedding anniversary.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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