
We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.
  

The welcome of Holy Baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power
of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Jesus of Nazareth promises that the hospitality of even a cup
of cold water to those who thirst serves our Lord himself. From worship, we are sent on our
baptismal mission: to be welcomed in service to others as a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

  

This day on our church calendar is also the Commemoration of Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon, who
died around 202. This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed
down by the apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of
the first to speak of the Church as catholic, meaning universal or linked together. 

   

  FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
 

June 28, 2020

   

Prelude Contemplation II Ad Wammes
(b. 1953)

Hymn

Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.



Prayer of the Day
 

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape
the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - Jeremiah 28:5–9
 

Through a symbolic action, Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should submit to the king
of Babylon. Hananiah contradicted Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed

until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).
   
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in
the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you
have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen
now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me
from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet
who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the
prophet.”

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
  

The Lord is praised for faithful love and mighty justice.
 

1Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
2For I am persuaded that your love is established forever;

you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one;

I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
4‘I will establish your line forever,

and preserve your throne for all generations.’”
 

15Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence.

16They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.

17For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.

18Truly, the Lord is our ruler;
the Holy One of Israel is our king.

Second Lesson - Romans 6:12-23
 

Sin is an enslaving power that motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death.
We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace,

whose end is the free gift of eternal life.
 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No longer present your

members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to
life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you
are not under law but under grace.



15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you
present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death,
or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become
obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin,
have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to
righteousness for sanctification. 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage
did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have
been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of
sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Holy Gospel - Matthew 10:40-42
 

When Jesus of Nazareth sends his disciples out to share God’s love, he warns them of persecution and hardships they will face.
He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.

 

Jesus said to the twelve:40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous;
42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name
of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

Sermon 

     ‘Hospitality.’ What images come to mind when you hear that word?

     Maybe you think of the hospitality industry that is suffering so acutely during this time of pandemic

– front desk and housekeeping staff at hotels, airline and cruise ship crews, kitchen and bar and wait

staff at restaurants – all those people who work so hard to make others feel welcome in a place, feel

comfortable and cared for, helping them with any questions or needs they may have. Or, perhaps when

you hear the word ‘hospitality’ you think of welcoming guests into your own home – of tidying up the

guest room, stocking the fridge, planning nice meals. Of course, we also talk about ‘hospitality’ in the

church. In pre-pandemic times, we had greeters and ushers to welcome people on Sunday mornings,

coffee hours and meals and events to bring people together for fellowship and conversation. In all these

examples of ‘hospitality,’ it’s about welcoming people in to “our” space. Whether it’s a hotel, or our own

home, or the church, we turn on the lights, open the doors, and welcome people –  a very worthwhile

thing to do, to be sure.

     But that’s NOT what Jesus of Nazareth is telling his disciples to do in our gospel reading this morning.

He doesn’t instruct them to welcome people IN; instead, he sends the disciples OUT, telling them in the

preceding verses to go from town to town, to travel without any money or supplies, to depend on the

kindness of strangers. Instead of telling them to PROVIDE hospitality to strangers, he tells them to

RECEIVE hospitality from others. Of course, receiving hospitality can be a risky proposition because it

means the disciples won’t be in control. They may not get to choose what they eat, or where they sleep.

It might even mean they will find themselves in unsafe situations – perhaps hated, persecuted, even

killed on account of Jesus. However, Jesus goes on to give them this promise: “Whoever welcomes you

welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” In other words, as the



disciples make themselves available to other people’s hospitality, it’s as if those people are welcoming

Jesus and the one who sent him, as the disciples make the very kingdom of God visible to the world.

     It’s easy for us to miss the nuance in this passage, because we are so influenced by what we

encounter fifteen chapters later in the gospel according to Matthew. The question raised in Matthew 25

is, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or imprisoned?’, and

the answer comes, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my

family, you did it to me.” The gospel writer – addressing his community as they are being sent out into

the world several generations after the time of Jesus – constructs a tension between chapters ten and

twenty-five: If we want to know where to see Christ in the world, we should look in the face of a stranger.

If the world wants to know where to see Christ, the world should look at US. These two chapters show

us two sides of hospitality – the challenge of ACCEPTING hospitality from the world, and the calling to

PROVIDE hospitality to the stranger.

     Pastor and author Frederick Buechner captured this tension when he wrote: “We have it in us to be

Christs to each other, to work miracles of love and healing, as well as to have them worked on us.” It’s

the “as well as to have them worked on us” that can be the challenge. We as a congregation, through

our various outreach ministries and community partnerships, do a good job of handing out the ‘cup of

cold water” and being Christ to those lacking in privilege or power or defense – through the bags of food,

through meals for the homeless and hungry and grieving, through emergency utility and rent assistance,

through visits to and programs for the imprisoned, and so much more, as we seek to alleviate human

suffering and work miracles of love and healing through acts of kindness. But what do we LEARN from

those to whom we minister? How do WE experience their hospitality, what they have to offer to us?

What if the people we see as recipients of our faith-driven efforts “to care actively in the name of Jesus

Christ” are actually meant to be our TEACHERS?

     As baptized children of God – joined to our Lord’s crucifixion and resurrection in the grace-filled, life-

giving waters of forgiveness – we are empowered and sent to mirror our Lord to the world, and others

ARE watching. How might our behaviors and attitudes change if we believe that other people are looking

at US to see Jesus the Christ? What might happen to the Church and to the world if we operate on the

assumption that our Lord is visible in and through US at every moment, in every interaction, encounter,

conversation, and conflict? What sense of liberation – or perhaps burden or obligation – might we feel

in our homes, our relationships, our workplaces, our leisure activities? Would we tread more lightly on

the earth and care for creation more intentionally? Speak less and listen more?  Reconsider our grudges

and grievances, our biases and prejudices? Choose our words with greater care? Examine our

motivations more closely? Would we be more open to the hospitality of others, allowing works of love

and healing to be worked on us? 

     What Jesus of Nazareth handed to his disciples when he commissioned and sent them out for

ministry was his own reputation, his own character, his own standing in the world. What a risk he took.

What a responsibility WE bear. May we carry our Lord’s image with us into the world and do so with

reverence, gentleness, humility, truthfulness, and love. May we be ambassadors of Christ TO the

stranger and receive their hospitality, as we also encounter Christ IN the stranger. We know that we will

miss the mark and fall short. Yet, we also know that each day is a new beginning in God’s grace, as we

are given the gift of forgiveness from our merciful and loving God who is revealed in Christ Jesus our

Lord. Amen



Hymn of the Day          

The Prayers
  

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
  

God of companionship, encourage our relationships with one another. Bless our conversations. Shape
our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in sharing the good news of your love and grace. 
 

God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. Inspire us to care
for the environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying out for healing.
 

God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire government leaders to act with compassion. Teach
us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one another as we would welcome
you. 
 

God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Help us comfort those who are sick, lonely, or
abandoned. Strengthen those who are awaiting trial or in prison. Renew the spirits of all who call upon
you. 
 

God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace your mission, and
the vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more faithfully with each other. 



 

God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our faith and renew our
trust in your resurrection promise. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude                     The Bells I           Ad Wammes



Today, a candle is lit in the Globusleuchter in memory of Bob Hunt who died this past week.
We give thanks for his life and keep his family in our prayers.

 
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God

by Brenda Van Fossen
in memory of her friend, Elly Emsley.

 

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Wilma and Les Beebe

in honor of Carrie Wisman for her years of service on the Altar Guild
and caring for the candles.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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