NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 11, 2020
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,
we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
The prophet Isaiah envisions the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus of
Nazareth’s parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others.
God spreads a table before us in our worship. Even amid anxiety and hardship, we rejoice in the peace of
God that surpasses all understanding. We feast on God’s Word and go forth to share the wonderful invitation
with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

Prelude

Pasacalles

Juan Bautista Cabanilles
(1644-1712)

Hymn

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life
with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just,
and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS
First Lesson - Isaiah 25:1–9
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet
at which death — which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing everyone up —
will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation.

O LORD, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2
For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
3
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4
For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
5
the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.
6
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
9
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Psalm 23
The Lord is shepherd and guide. God is present in the time of danger and is generous and merciful.

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2
He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3
He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his name's sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Lesson - Philippians 4:1–9
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice
and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God's peace is with us and binds together
our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
2
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion,
help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.
4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do
not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep
on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Holy Gospel - Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus of Nazareth tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God's kingdom
are available to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly.

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, 'Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.' 5But they made light of it
and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.
7
The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, 'The
wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets,
and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.' 10Those slaves went out into the
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was
filled with guests.
11
But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without
a wedding robe?' And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.' 14For many are called, but few are chosen."

Sermon
Weddings can be stressful under the best of circumstances. Throw in a pandemic and that chaos
increases exponentially. Perhaps a wedding has to be postponed, or the venue has to be changed.
Perhaps the total number of people allowed to be present has to be reduced down to ten – including the
bride, groom, and pastor – in order to comply with safe-gathering guidelines. That was the case for a
wedding held here at Holy Trinity during the early, Phase One/Shelter at Home stage of the pandemic
back in the March. Ten people, total.
Such wedding downsizing has happened in other countries as well, and one couple in the United
Kingdom received some less-than-flattering publicity around the world in recent months for the way they
prioritized their guest list. Folks were assigned to one of three groups – the A-list, the B-list, and the Clist – but then the bride and groom DISCLOSED to ALL the potential guests the group to which they had
been assigned. Of course, those making the A-list were given preferential treatment, but invitees on the
B and C-lists were told to keep an eye on the wedding website to see if any seats became available after
those on the list ahead of them had returned their RSVPs. Needless to say, public opinion was swift and
harsh when a B or C-lister shared the story with the media.
There’s a lot of harshness – as well as swift, deadly violence – in today’s gospel reading, with its very
problematic parable. A petulant, impulsive king invites the A-list to his son’s wedding and no one shows.
When he sends his slaves to fetch them, the invitees not only make light of the invitation but they kill the
messengers. This so enrages the king that he rallies his troops to kill them all and torch their city. If that’s
not bad enough, the king then sends his slaves to bring in the B-listers – and even the NO-listers –
good and bad alike. Into the wedding banquet they all go, but then the king notices one person isn’t
dressed appropriately and has the flabbergasted, speechless guest bound and thrown “‘into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
What are we to make of such a horrible story, with all its Middle Eastern exaggeration? How in the
world can this troubling parable about a capricious king “be compared to” the kingdom of heaven? Well,
we must first consider the late-first-century context in which and for which the gospel writer is creating
this story. There’s an intense family feud going on within Judaism – a community split asunder by how
to be faithful to the God of Abraham and Sarah. One part of the family holds to the old, traditional ways,
while another part has decided to follow a new way in Jesus the Messiah. The Jesus followers find
themselves excluded from the faith community of their birth. In the heat and hurt of that conflict, the
author of the gospel according to Matthew uses harsh, polemical words to address his struggling
community some fifty years after the resurrection as it deals with alienation and abandonment. He frames
an US vs. THEM story that CAN be interpreted – incorrectly – as judgment and punishment on traditional
Judaism – tragic words that would be used in later centuries to justify deadly Christian violence against
Jewish people and many others. It’s almost as if the gospel writer gets in the way of his own account of
the Jesus story and obstructs the Good News of the Gospel.
Among the many fascinating aspects of today’s gospel is that there’s something – someone –
missing. Where is the king’s son – the bridegroom – in this bizarre story? The guests have gathered.
The hall is full. The king has made his grand entrance. After all, this IS a wedding banquet, but the son
and his bride – the guests of honor for whom the whole shindig is being held – are never mentioned as
being present.
This parable today, along with the parables we’ve read in these recent weeks, are part of the drama
of Jesus’ final week, told under the looming shadow of the cross. The triumphal procession into
Jerusalem is now just a memory. The cleansing of the temple has enraged the religious authorities.
Jesus' enemies are in the full heat of conspiracy. Could it be that the cast-out, unfortunate wretch without
proper wedding attire is a Jesus figure?
Think about it. Who was stripped naked of every vestige of honor and legitimacy by the ruling
establishment? Who was arrested while at prayer, bound and dragged off, hauled before the religious
authorities? Who stood before Pontius Pilate, the representative of the Roman Empire’s kingly power,

without proper attire; and who, when questioned, didn’t have much to say? Who was cast into the outer
darkness, into the weeping and gnashing of teeth, to cry out in unspeakable agony, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?”
Where is the son? We, as followers of Jesus the Christ, can see the son – out on the streets reaching
out with love and grace to all who feel shunned, uninvited, unwelcome, unappreciated, or unwanted. He
is out there with those who are exposed, embarrassed, laughed at, marginalized, or scorned. He is out
there loving people just the way they are, but also loving them so much to let them stay that way.
NO ONE is worthy of an invitation to the party. There is no A-list, B-list, or C-list; there’s no having
to check the banquet website to see if a seat has come available. We are ALL NO-listers; yet, we are
ALL invited. Washed in baptismal waters and joined to the risen Christ, we are clothed with God’s
forgiveness and called to put on kingdom garments such as love and justice, truth and mercy, generosity
and grace. If we choose not to wear these garments, we diminish and exclude ourselves. We miss out
on the JOY of God’s party, and stand in the way of others who need to experience the Good News.
There is a world of hurting people around us in desperate need of a touch of the kingdom of heaven
in their midst. There are needs crying out from across the world and across the street – divisiveness,
racism, hatred, poverty, hunger, homelessness, violence, war, environmental disaster to name only a
few. Thanks be to God that we have been commissioned and empowered by the Holy Spirit to be
ambassadors for the kingdom of God, inviting others to the feast of God’s love. So, what are we going
to do? How are we going to respond? Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
Joined together with confidence in God’s grace, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all those in
need.
Gracious God, in this time of global sorrows, we pray that the Church proclaim the joy of your salvation;
that congregations find strength in ecumenical, interfaith, and interracial collaboration; and, that all your
children find ways in this difficult time to uphold what is honorable and just.
We pray that the damaged places on earth be restored to fruitfulness; that animals in the wild be
safeguarded; and, that we humans will be dedicated to a sustainable use of your creation.
We pray that national conflicts be resolved without warfare and destruction; that the work of diplomats
and international peace workers be upheld; that leaders of nations attend to the needs of the poor; that
our country be preserved from discord, rancor, extremism, and violence, and a spirit of cooperation be
nurtured; that the election process will be just; that prejudice based on ethnicity, skin color, and economic
status be ended; and, that justice will prevail in our laws and through our courts,
We pray that the plague of the coronavirus will subside; that all who are sick with the virus or other
illnesses will be healed; that people living with fear will be comforted; that medical workers will be
supported, and medical supplies will be made available and distributed fairly everywhere.
We pray that, through our efforts, those who suffer from want will receive assistance; that those without
work find jobs; that children be educated; and, that ministries of care be strengthened to feed those who
hunger and to provide shelter for those without homes.
We pray with thanksgiving for all those who have died in the faith; that when facing our own death, you
give us hope; and, that you grant us your peace throughout our days.
Into your hands, merciful God, we offer ourselves and all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
You may also use the online giving portal on our website.
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”
You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Tocata




Juan Bautista Cabanilles


The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Bobbie Rodman
in honor of Jim Rodman’s birthday.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
Sunday,
October 11

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Worship Service (via YouTube)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)
All Youth – Dinner & Movie (meet outside Fellowship Hall)

Monday,
October 12

7:00 p.m.

Bible Study (via Zoom)

Tuesday,
October 13

7:00 p.m.

Church Council

Thursday,
October 15

9:00 a.m.

Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

Sunday,
October 18

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
afternoon

Worship Service (via YouTube)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)
Third Sunday Program (via YouTube)

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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