
Today’s epistle reading warns against selfish ambition, while the gospel portrays the disciples quarreling over
which one of them is the greatest. Jesus of Nazareth tells them that the way to be great is to serve. Then,
to make it concrete, he puts in front of them an actual flesh-and-blood child – symbolic of those of little value
in first-century culture. We are called to welcome the particular “children” God puts in front of us.

    

          SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 19, 2021

   

An elegy is “a poem of serious reflection.” A musical elegy is characterized by elegant, emotional melodies and
rich harmonies. This one ends with a quotation of the hymn, Children of the Heavenly Father, which is hinted at
throughout the piece. The postlude was likely written as a cheerful “send off” for the end of a church service.

Prelude Elegy James Biery
(b. 1956)

Hymn There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (tune: Nettleton)

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice which is more than liberty.

There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heav’n.
There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment giv’n.

There is welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace made good;
there is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood.

There is grace enough for thousands of new worlds as great as this;
there is room for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss.

For the love of God is broader than the measures of our mind;
and the heart of the eternal is most wonderfully kind.

There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the head.

’Tis not all we owe to Jesus; it is something more than all:
greater good because of evil, larger mercy through the fall.

If our love were but more simple, we should take him at his word;
and our lives would be all sunshine in the sweetness of our Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863

Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help
us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and
understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen



WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS
 

First Lesson - Jeremiah 11:18-20
  

Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to Judah but was met
with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering.

     
18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew;

then you showed me their evil deeds.
19But I was like a gentle lamb

led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me

that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,

let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”

20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,

let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

Psalm 54
  

This psalm is a prayer for salvation by one who is persecuted.
  

1Save me, O God, by your name;
in your might, defend my cause.

2Hear my prayer, O God;
give ear to the words of my mouth.

3For the arrogant have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life,
those who have no regard for God.

4Behold, God is my helper;
it is the Lord who sustains my life.

 
5Render evil to those who spy on me;

in your faithfulness, destroy them.
6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice

and praise your name, O LORD, for it is good.
7For you have rescued me from every trouble,

and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes.

Second Lesson - James 3:13 – 4:3, 7-8a
 

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants and desires,
we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others.

 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of

wisdom.14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.15Such
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.16For where there is envy and selfish ambition,
there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind.17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.18And a harvest of righteousness is
sown in peace for those who make peace.

1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at
war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain
it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because
you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 



Holy Gospel - Mark 9:30-37
  

Jesus of Nazareth’s teaching and action in this text are directed to his followers whenever they are seduced by the world’s definition
of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood.

 
30Jesus and the disciples went on and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching

his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after
being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were
you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

Sermon 

     His official name was Abel Pierce, but folks knew him by his nickmame “Shanghai,” because – at six
feet, four inches tall – it was thought that he resembled a Shanghai rooster, a breed of long-legged
chicken brought from China to Europe and the U.S. in the 1800s. In 1851 with seventy-five cents in his
pocket, “Shanghai” stowed away on a ship leaving New York harbor for Galveston, Texas, where he
would seek his fame and fortune. Through hard work, shrewdness, and rugged determination, he built
an extensive ranching empire encompassing thousands of acres and thousands of cattle. 
     As a wealthy cattle baron, “Shanghai” had quite a high opinion of himself. He built a whole town, and
would extol its virtues when showing visitors the various landmarks. ‘Well, over there's the commissary.
Best in the territory. And over there's the school. Two rooms, not one. And over there's the livery. The
best blacksmith in the state of Texas. And over there is the saloon. Finest whiskey on this side of the
Mississippi.’ When a visitor once asked “Shanghai” if he belonged to the church in the town, “Shanghai”
spat out some tobacco juice and exclaimed, “Heck no! That church belongs to ME,” as he puffed out his
chest like his namesake rooster. Prior to his death, “Shanghai” even ordered a forty-foot-tall bronze
statue of himself – for his future gravesite – so that he could enjoy admiring it. He was said to lift a glass
and toast himself at the end of each day, cheering: “Here’s to old ‘Shanghai’!” If these stories are
accurate, “Shanghai”’s grandiose ego would make some of our twenty-first century egotists look as if they
have an inferiority complex.
     Ego, superiority, what’s the finest, who’s the best, who’s the richest, who is in control – the human
creature suffers from a debilitating addiction to power and greatness, and a distorted understanding of
leadership, which is the very issue about which the disciples are arguing in today’s gospel reading. They
may be ‘on the road’ with Jesus of Nazareth, but they are still not following his ‘way, truth, and life.’ They
still just don’t get it. Even after Jesus rebukes Peter; even after Jesus tells his followers to deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow him; even after he tells them to save their life by losing
it for the sake of the gospel; even after Peter, James, and John witness Jesus being transfigured on the
mountain top, here are the disciples – at the midpoint of the gospel according to Mark – arguing among
themselves about who is the greatest. Just like kids caught in bad behavior, they fall silent when Jesus
asks them about what they have been discussing. Calling the twelve around, Jesus again tries to pierce
their distorted sense of reality: “‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ Then,
he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but
the one who sent me.’”
     This whole teaching is shocking, as Jesus models for the disciples what leadership looks like by
taking a little child into his arms. While we may see children as innocent or perfect or pure or cute or
curious, Jesus wants his disciples to welcome children because they were at the bottom of the social
pecking order in first-century culture. More often than not in the gospel according to Mark, children tend
to be victims of poverty and disease, easily overlooked, often unseen and unheard. They symbolize the



voiceless, those at the margins of the community. So, Jesus demonstrates that God’s love is for children,
too – both literally and figuratively. God’s kingdom is open to those no one wants to see, to those
considered no more than property. Jesus demonstrates that God’s kingdom is not up, but down, that all
our arguments about greatness mean nothing if we don’t bend down low enough to see the “invisible”
ones in our midst. We can imagine that day in Capernaum, and Jesus perhaps whispering in the child’s
ear, “You are God’s beloved child.”
     Today’s gospel stands in stark contrast to the way our culture shapes our values and way of thinking.
We are “Shanghaied” into thinking that the reality of competition is the most important thing, that we need
to be Number One in all that we do, and strive to be on top, using whatever means necessary to have
power or prestige or possessions. We compete for top grades, we compete in athletics and the arts, we
compete for jobs, we compete for resources. This competitive view of reality is infused in us, which can
also lead to tribalism and nationalism. As with Jesus’ first disciples, we struggle with the tension between
just merely being ‘on the road’ with him, OR making his ‘way, truth, and life’ the center of the way we see
life and the way we live our lives.
     Jesus of Nazareth offers a view of life – a life-giving version of reality – that says that the key to deep
and abiding joy in living is SERVANTHOOD, of giving oneself – our time, talents, and treasure – to
benefit and serve others. His living out of that message of God’s unconditional love for ALL got him
nailed to a cross, his arms outstretched, embracing the whole world. We know that there is always that
tension between being an ego-driven person or being a servant-centered person, and our Lord
demonstrated with his own life and death that being a servant-centered person and giving of oneself
to others brings us into better alignment with GOD’S vision and purposes for us.
     When our Lord gathers with his disciples around the table in Capernaum, he turns their world upside
down and inside out by welcoming a child. “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of
all,” he says. The invisible become visible. When our Lord gathers us to his table each week, he
becomes visible in bread and wine and in the gathered community so that WE may see and welcome
the invisible, the least ones in our world. The good news is that – filled with grace and love – our Lord
toasts US: ‘Here’s to my children. May you learn to serve and experience my joy!’ Amen    

Hymn of the Day 



The Prayers
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
 

God of community, we pray for the Church around the world. Unite us in our love for you and service to
others, so that we may work together for the sake of your kingdom.
 

God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for your creation, and
empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal our environment. 
 

God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. Inspire leaders to listen to each
other and work towards peaceful solutions to disagreements. Help us protect the vulnerable, especially
those who cannot find safety in their home or country. 
 

God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illnesses. Help them find appropriate
care. Empower us to provide healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. 
 

God of compassion, we pray for children who are hungry and thirsty, who desperately need loving
homes, medical care, and futures that lead to life, not death. Empower our efforts to be your welcoming
and nurturing presence.
 

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all who grieve
today. Shine your grace on all your saints and keep us in unity with them.
 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing.
May we be faithful and generous as we support our mission

“to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.

  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website.
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Festal Finale Henry Coleman
(1888-1965)

�       �       �

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by the Tester Family

in memory of J. Carlton Tester.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Lisa Taylor

in honor of Miriam Taylor’s birthday.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

September 19   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
  9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School (for adults)

10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
  5:00 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth
  5:00 p.m. Thomas Mass
  6:00 p.m. Third Sunday Program

  

Monday,        9:15 a.m. Strength & Balance Exercise Class  
September 20   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

  7:00 p.m. Bible Study - Dreams That Shaped the Church and Other Fascinating Things

About Dreams (via Zoom)  
 

Tuesday,  1:00 p.m. Bible Study - The Gospel according to John

September 21  7:00 p.m. Table Talk - Making Sense of Martin Luther
 

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Service of Holy Communion 

September 22
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.) 

September 23
 

Friday,   9:15 a.m. Strength & Balance Exercise Class
September 24   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class

11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group - The Making of Biblical Womanhood
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

September 26   8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
  9:30 a.m. Sunday Church School (for adults)
10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
  4:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth
  6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class (grades six - nine)

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
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