
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.

Matthew narrates one of Jesus of Nazareth’s controversial parables, in which Jesus says the reign of God is like workers
who get paid the same no matter when they start. When God changes his mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil
ways, Jonah is angry. Yet, God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In Holy Baptism, we receive the
grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, “we are beggars” in the presence of God’s mercy.

   

 SIXTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
 

September 20, 2020

   

Prelude   Fantasia in B Minor: Adagio J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment and train us
to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS

First Lesson - Jonah 3:10 — 4:11
    

After Jonah's short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this
and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends

with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush,
but should not I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites who do not know

the difference between their right and left hands?
   

10When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he
became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said, "O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That
is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding
in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me
to die than to live." 4And the LORD said, "Is it right for you to be angry?" 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east
of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

6The Lord GOD appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that
attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head
of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, "It is better for me to die than to live."

9But God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?" And he said, "Yes, angry enough to die." 10Then
the LORD said, "You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into
being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?"

Psalm 145:1-8
  

This psalm is a hymn of praise to the Lord, mighty in deeds, yet tender and compassionate.
 

I will exalt you, O God my king,
and bless your name forever and ever.

2Every day will I bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised;
there is no end to his greatness.

4One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

   

5I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.

6They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts,
and I will tell of your greatness.



7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing of your righteous deeds.

8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and of great kindness.

Second Lesson - Philippians 1:21–30
  

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment,
he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not

know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but
to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come
to you again.

27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and
hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your
salvation. And this is God's doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of
suffering for him as well —  30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Holy Gospel - Matthew 20:1-16
 

Jesus of Nazareth tells a parable about God's generosity, challenging the common assumption
that God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

 

Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers
for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went
out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard,
and I will pay you whatever is right.' So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the
same. 6And about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you standing here

idle all day?' 7They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You also
go into the vineyard.' 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager,
'Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the
first.' 9When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily
wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them
also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, 12saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to
us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' 13But he replied to one
of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give
to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?' 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last."

Sermon 
 

     Some years ago, author, historian, and broadcaster “Studs” Terkel observed that the typical American

attitude is, “I’ve got it made because I deserve it. And if you don’t have it made, you don’t deserve it.” His

line of reasoning flows directly from our cultural “catechism” of “wisdom sayings” such as, “The early bird

gets the worm;” and, “No pain, no gain;” and, “There’s no such thing as a free lunch.” Commenting on

the “I’ve got it made because I deserve it” mentality, Terkel went on to say, “When things don’t work that

way, . . . a kind of meanness sets in.”



     Of course, such meanness is not uniquely American. It’s inherent in the human creature and our

predisposition to “keep score” in life as a way of determining what’s “fair” or who is “deserving,” thereby

creating a pecking order of sorts. We see that very scenario playing out in today’s gospel reading in the

disturbing parable of the “Laborers in the Vineyard” – perhaps one of the stranger, more difficult, more

offensive parables we encounter in the gospels, at least as seen through the lens of our cultural mindset. 

     According to the parable, a landowner goes out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard.

As the day progresses and he sees idle laborers in the marketplace, he then hires additional workers –

at mid-morning, at midday, at mid-afternoon, at 5 o’clock. These day laborers depend on getting work

just so they can feed their families, so it’s a big deal for them to even be given a chance to go to the

vineyard. At the end of the day, things take a strange turn when the property owner instructs his manager

to pay the workers. Those who were hired  even at the last hour receive the usual daily wage. However,

those who had worked for twelve hours through the heat of the day also are paid the usual daily wage,

which had been negotiated when they were hired early that morning. Of course, the meanness of the all-

day laborers begins to surface in their grumbling to the landowner about the unfairness of it all. They

obviously are thinking they deserve more pay. The landowner’s response: “Are you envious because I

am generous?” Jesus of Nazareth then adds a verbal postscript – or a verbal bomb, if you will – at the

end of the story: “So the last shall be first, and the first shall be last.”

     This was a scandalous story to the tender ears of its first-century audience, just as it is offensive to

our ears, living as we do in a quid pro quo world of money and merit, a world in which the first fight to

stay first, a world in which grace isn’t usually a part of our calculations. This story isn’t intended to be a

lesson in fair labor practices or how to behave. It’s a parable of God’s kingdom, an attempt to open our

eyes and ears to God’s generosity. The scandal of this parable is that we are all equal recipients of

God's love. The scandal of our daily lives is that we are often covetous and jealous when God's gifts of

forgiveness and life are given to others in equal measure – given to people who don’t “deserve” it, in our

honest opinion. As John Wesley put it: “There are few matters more repugnant to reasonable people

than the grace of God.”

     Our lives and our world can become so focused on who deserves what, so focused on who is getting

their just desserts, so focused on achieving the illusion of worldly success and security, that we lose

touch with the grace that is everywhere. We forget about the people who love us more than we deserve,

and the God who showers us with forgiveness and generosity. In fact, when what matters in life is money

or power or status alone, or getting what we think we deserve and too bad for everybody else, hearts

contract and the wells of compassion and kindness dry up. Knowing that we are the RECIPIENTS of

mercy and goodness beyond measure is what OPENS our hearts and hands to each other. At the end

of the day, no matter what we face, each and every one of us has hit the lottery jackpot as RECIPIENTS

of astonishing grace and mercy.

     We live in a time when meanness is ascendant in our daily lives. Greed, envy, fear, and jealousy blind

us to the goodness all around. Facing the truth about ourselves in the deepest places – facing our biases

and prejudices and preconceptions and lack of understanding and inherited fears – we know that what

we most desperately need we do not merit and can never earn. At the end of the day, it’s not about

“deserving,” but rather about being known and accepted and loved and redeemed and forgiven by

the Holy One who IS Love incarnate, whose giving knows no ending. At the foot of the cross, at the font,

at the table, we are named and claimed by Jesus the Christ, crucified and raised from the dead. We are

God’s children – not because of who we are, or what we’ve done or not done, or what we own, or where

we live, or our accomplishments or the lack thereof. Every one of us is graciously called forth and given

purpose for God’s mission in the world, praying as we go, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth

as it is in heaven.” Amen



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
  

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the Church, the world, and all those in need.
 

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the Church, equip
us with a new perspective to be about your works of service for those our world sees as undeserving.
 

Nothing in creation is outside your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, make us into extensions of your
care for our environment. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you have made. 
 

Where we choose envy and create enemies, you choose to give generously and provide enough for all.
Bring peace to places of conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work
of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers.
 

Give your blessing to the Jewish people at this time of their new year. Help us work to end anti-Semitism
around the globe and strengthen the bridges of understanding between peoples.
 

To all who are suffering, show your mercy. We pray for first responders; for communities devastated by
fire, hurricanes, and flooding; for all who suffer racial injustice; for migrants who seek safety; for all who
are imprisoned; for victims of crime; for the unemployed and underemployed; for students and faculty
during the pandemic; for medical workers; for all who are hungry; for all those we name before you at
this time. 



We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to follow
them, living for Christ, until we are joined with them in your eternal presence. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude       Fantasia in B Minor: Imitatio     J. S. Bach



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

September 20   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)   
  1:00 p.m. All Youth (grades three - twelve; Slip & Slide party at the Howard’s home)  

   afternoon Third Sunday Program (via YouTube)    
      

Monday,   7:00 p.m. Bible Study (via Zoom)
September 21    

        

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group (via Zoom)  
September 25
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

September 27   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)   
  6:00 p.m. All Youth (grades three - twelve; meet outside Fellowship Hall)  

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Lisa Taylor

in honor of Miriam Taylor’s birthday.

 

The candles are given by Don and Faye Hesson to the Glory of God
and in honor of Faye’s birthday.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia

  

Organist-Choirmaster  -  J. William Greene
Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


