SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 27, 2020
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,
we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
Jesus of Nazareth’s parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God,
such as prostitutes and tax collectors going before others into God’s kingdom. In the reading from Ezekiel, the
people question whether the ways of the Lord are unfair; instead, they are to repent and turn to the Lord. Paul
urges us to look to Jesus the Christ as a model of humility, looking to the interests of others above our own.
Nourished by the word, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

Prelude

Elevazione (Communion)

Domenico Zipoli
(1688-1726)

Hymn

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS
First Lesson - Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did,
or who think they cannot turn from their wicked ways. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, "The
parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge"? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall
no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine:
it is only the person who sins that shall die.
25
Yet you say, "The way of the LORD is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity
that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and
do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the LORD is
unfair." O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
30
Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn
from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

Psalm 25:1-8
This psalm is a prayer for forgiveness and guidance and an expression of trust in the Lord.

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you;
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3
Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
4
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
5
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
6
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
7
Gracious and upright is the LORD;
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8
He guides the humble in doing right
and teaches his way to the lowly.

Second Lesson - Philippians 2:1–13
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the humility
of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ's selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective
we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and
sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point
of death — even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,
10
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
12
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to
work for his good pleasure.

Holy Gospel - Matthew 21:23-32
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus of Nazareth begins teaching there.
His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.
23

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said,
"By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" 24Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come
from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why
then did you not believe him?' 26But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet."
27
So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things.
28
What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.' 29He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his
mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered,
'I go, sir'; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said,
"The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe
him."

Sermon
Call it the parable of the two babysitters. The parents return home to find Sitter Number One asleep
on the couch, the house a disaster, their fully-clothed children asleep in their beds with unwashed faces
and unbrushed teeth. They vow to never hire that babysitter again. However, the next morning, the children
report that the previous evening had been spent playing games, running outside, telling stories, creating
art projects, even saying prayers before bed. Still, the parents think to themselves, the house and the
children were left in such a messy condition.
The next time, Sitter Number Two is hired. When the parents return home, the house is better than the
way they had left it. They are quite pleased, until the children report that they had played no games and
participated in no activities the previous evening because they had been parked in front of the TV all night
while the babysitter talked on her phone. Still, the parents think to themselves, the house does look great.

To ask which babysitter is the better one is like asking which son in today’s gospel reading is the better
one. In Jesus of Nazareth’s parable, neither son is the perfect example of a “good” son. However, which
son is better? Is it the one who puts on the façade of obedience and says “I go, sir,” but then doesn’t obey
his father’s request to work in the vineyard; OR, is it the one who says “I will not,” but ends up doing the
requested work after all?
We need to keep in mind where this story falls in the narrative of the gospel according to Matthew.
Jesus enters Jerusalem, for what will be his last week. He is greeted and hailed by the hosanna-shouting,
palm-branch-waving crowds. He drives the money changers from the Temple. It’s no wonder the powersthat-be are upset and demand that Jesus reveal by what AUTHORITY he is doing those things, and WHO
has given him that AUTHORITY.
For the chief priests and the elders, AUTHORITY and APPEARANCES are very important. THEY are
the AUTHORITIES when it comes to matters of faith, and THEY seek to keep a very tidy house. Jesus,
however, just keeps going around and messing with things. He gets people riled-up and encourages them
to think differently about who God is, to think differently about who is or is not welcome in the family of
faith. When Jesus poses a question to the chief priests and elders about John the Baptizer’s authority, they
know they are trapped. They can’t equivocate and give one of those “there were good people on both
sides” kinds of false equivalency answers because their response will indict them either way. Instead, they
offer a dissembling, mealy-mouthed, “We do not know” about the source of John the Baptist’s authority.
Jesus’ response: “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God
ahead of you.”
Ouch! What an astounding thing to say, and a difficult thing for the chief priests and elders to hear. Yet,
the GRACE revealed in this story is mind-boggling. Even amid the height of Jesus’ struggle with his
adversaries; even in the last week of his life; even as he faces betrayal, accusation, desertion, and
crucifixion, Jesus imagines more room in the kingdom of God than anyone would imagine or have the right
to expect. Despite the tax collectors and prostitutes entering the kingdom of God ahead of them, the chief
priests and elders will make it, too! They are not banished or excluded from God’s presence. There is room
for those who have neglected their duties, room for those who have been corrupted by power. There is
room for babysitters who don’t measure up, and room for sons who say one thing and do another. There
is room for ALL. There is room for US.
This is a story of the God who loves us – the God who is at work in us, the God who – in Christ Jesus
– makes us God’s own in Word and Sacrament, the God who is less concerned with the façade of our lives
and much more concerned with our heart, our being, our authentic selves. Keep in mind that the words
AUTHORITY and AUTHENTICITY come from the same root. Jesus’ AUTHORITY flows from the
AUTHENTICITY of his embodiment of God’s love in human flesh. His AUTHORITY is worked out in his
welcoming of tax collectors and prostitutes. His AUTHORITY is worked out in his welcoming of little
children, the outcasts, and those on the margins. His AUTHORITY is worked out in a life of service, a life
hallmarked by betrayal and personal sacrifice, rejection, torture, and a criminal’s death on a cross.
God wants our AUTHENTIC selves – not the perfect picture of what we think we should be, but who
we really are: flaws and all. Neither son in Jesus’ parable is a model of faithfulness, and neither are we.
Yet, there is GRACE in God’s promises, GRACE that even after we say “no,” or even after we fail to carry
through with our half-hearted “yes,” God still calls, and empowers, and sends us to be God’s people in the
world. Let us go forth to work in the vineyard, giving ourselves away as bread for the hungry in order to
discover the abundant life we have been given. Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the Church, the world, and all those in need.
O God, give your Church unity in all the world. Give us new hearts and new spirits. Inspire us with the mind
of Christ, and shape us with humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us.
Teach us how to value and enjoy the beauty of your creation with humility and to set aside selfish
ambitions in how we share its resources.
By your divine and compassionate power, deliver those in the depths of human sorrow in this time of
pandemic. Assure them that Christ walks with them in their suffering.
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. Help us
defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely.
Turn us away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with your compassion and
empathy. Lead us in your path and teach us to care for the needs of the poor, the exploited, and the
outcast. Make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors.

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and prostitutes, likely
and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life
and in death.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
You may also use the online giving portal on our website.
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”
You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our selves,
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Canzona

Domenico Zipoli

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Patricia and David Mickley
in memory of Patricia’s parents and grandparents.

The candles are given by Don and Faye Hesson to the Glory of God
and in honor of Faye’s birthday.

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
Sunday,
September 27

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Worship Service (via YouTube)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)
All Youth (grades three - twelve; meet outside Fellowship Hall)

Monday,
September 28

7:00 p.m.

Bible Study (via Zoom)

Thursday,
October 1

9:00 a.m.

Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

Friday,
October 2

11:00 a.m.

Book Discussion Group (via Zoom)

8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Worship Service (via YouTube)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; with masks and distancing)
Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)
Blessing of the Animals (with masks and distancing for human attendees)

Sunday,
October 4

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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