
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
 

All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but also the youngest
child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael initially
dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or
rather to whom—we come. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God,
and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God.

             

SECOND  SUNDAY

AFTER  EPIPHANY
    

January 17, 2021

   

The majestic tune for A Mighty Fortress Is Our God looms large in Lutheran history and, indeed, Christianity
in general. Judging from the number of pieces written using that tune, however, which are very few, it was just
another hymn in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. On the other hand, there are likely hundreds of
settings for the tune for Dearest Jesus, at Your Word, which was far more well known and was in many
Lutheran churches sung every Sunday before the sermon.

Prelude Toccata antica on Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier arr. J. William Greene
(Dearest Jesus, at Your Word, Hymn 248)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings
and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow
you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS

First Lesson - 1 Samuel 3:1-10
 

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to Samuel and calls him to speak the divine word.
Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to respond.

This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry.
 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were
not widespread.

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp
of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the
LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he
said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not
yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time.
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the
boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is
listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant
is listening.”

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
 

With marvelous wisdom, God alone perceives the heights and depths of life.
 

1LORD, you have searched me out and known me;
you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar.

2You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.



3Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.

4You press upon me behind and before
and lay your hand upon me.

 

5Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

12For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

13I will thank you because I am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.

14My body was not hidden from you,
while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.

  

15Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book;
they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them.

16How deep I find your thoughts, O God!
How great is the sum of them!

17If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

Second Lesson - 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
 

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives through the death of Christ.
Hence, Christian relationships and conduct, including areas of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality

that we belong to Christ and that the Holy Spirit lives within us.
  
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated
by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The
body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise
us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ
and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body
with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own?
20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.

Holy Gospel - John 1:43-51
 

In the gospel according to John, Jesus of Nazareth’s ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus.
Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.”

   
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses
in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and
see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know
me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered,
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater
things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”



Sermon
 

     Assumptions. Each of us makes all sorts of assumptions every day. Perhaps they are assumptions

about other people – why they look the way they do, where they come from, how they behave, what they

say, what they think or believe – as we think to ourselves: “I’ve seen his type before; he’ll never change.”

or, “She’s always so negative; I know what she’ll say.” or, “He won’t understand; he never does.” 

     Perhaps we look at particular situations – the state of our nation or world, or a friendship, or a

marriage, or an organization – and think: “It’s always been like that; it will never get any better.” or,

“Nothing good can come of that situation.” We may or may not speak our assumptions out loud but they

rattle through our heads and influence – both explicitly and implicitly – the way we think and what we do.

     We know what happens when we “assume,” right? We know what it makes out of “u” and “me.” That

old saying certainly has some truth to it, because we know how the assumptions we make can destroy

relationships, love, and life. We think we know more than we really do. Assumptions act as limitations.

They narrow our vision. They close off the possibility of change and growth. Our assumptions deny the

possibility of reconciliation, of healing, of a different way of being, of a new life. Ultimately, assumptions

can impoverish our faith and proclaim there is no room for God to show up and act.

     In today’s gospel reading, Nathanael has some opinions and makes some assumptions about Jesus

of Nazareth merely because Jesus hails from an insignificant town in the hill country of Galilee. “Can

anything good come out of Nazareth?” he asks. Perhaps it is no coincidence that Nathanael is sitting

under a FIG tree when he makes his assumption known. In one of the creation parables in Genesis, it

is the FIG tree that gave Adam and Eve – those representatives of all humanity – the FIG leaves behind

which they attempt to hide from God and themselves. It is the FIG tree that Jesus will later curse for

producing no fruit, no signs of life. Assumptions become our hiding places. They are not fruitful. They

keep us from engaging life, ourselves, each other, and God, at a deeper level.

     Nathanael doesn’t doubt that God will fulfill the promises of the Hebrew scriptures. He isn’t surprised

by and doesn’t even question that Philip could have found the one about “whom Moses in the law and

the prophets spoke.” His shock and disbelief are that this person could come out of Nazareth, of all

places. Nazareth? No way. Not there. “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”

     Truth be told, we all have our “Nazareths.” We may think that our assumptions are about other people

or particular circumstances, but they really are about US: our fears, our prejudices, our biases, our guilt,

our losses, our wounds. We take our past experiences, real or imagined, and project them onto another

person, or whole group of people, or a situation. Assumptions keep life shallow and superficial. If we

assume, then we don’t have to risk a deeper knowing, and being known.

     At the deepest level, our “Nazareths” are about our understanding of God. We just can’t see how

anything good can come out of those “Nazareths,” that God can be present, active, and revealed in those

places where it is difficult to see life in the midst of death, hope in places of despair, and the good and

beautiful in what looks like the bad and ugly. It’s sometimes easier to assume. For us, our “Nazareths”

can be a blind spot. For God, however, our “Nazareths” are the places of God’s manifestation and

self-revelation.

     God cannot be limited by our assumptions. For every Nazareth there is an invitation to “come and

see.” For every assumption we make there is a deeper truth to be discovered, a new relationship to be



experienced, and a new life to be lived. Our “Nazareths” become the places of God’s epiphanies, as our

Lord shows up and calls us out from under the fig tree, as he calls us to open ourselves and see God

present and at work in the most unexpected places and people. As assumptions fall, a new life and a

new world arise. 

     “Come and see.” Our salvation and healing happen where we thought nothing good could happen

– even on a cross. Reconciliation and love are revealed in relationships from which we were certain

nothing good could come. The seemingly hopeless situations of life begin to bear fruit. Words of

forgiveness and compassion are spoken by people we were sure could never say such things. God puts

lives back together in Nazareth, and our “Nazareths” can be anywhere. 

     There’s a story about a wealthy woman meeting Mother Teresa on a visit to Calcutta. The woman

whipped out her checkbook and asked, “How can I help you in your work?” Mother Teresa pressed the

checkbook back into the woman’s purse, took her by the hand, and said, “Come and see.” She led the

woman into an impoverished neighborhood, and found a hungry, frail child. “Care for her,” said Mother

Teresa. The woman took the child in her lap, wiped her brow, and fed her. 

     Assumptions. “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Many today ask,“Can anything good

come out of the Church?” Let us be the ones to invite – to say – “Come and see.” Amen     

Hymn



The Prayers
 

Guided by the Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the Church, the world, and
all people in need.
 

For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the gospel, that following
Jesus the Christ the Church lives out its calling every day.
 

For the well-being of creation and for all that God has marvelously made, that we increase our
commitment to be wise stewards of the earth.
 

For police officers and firefighters, for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of
governments, that they provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable.
 

For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who are imprisoned
or homebound, that God work through us to minister to their needs. 
 

For peace in our streets, that our capital cities be safe and that a spirit of reconciliation and cooperation
mark the next stage of our national life.
 

For an end to racial prejudice and ethnic injustices, that you form us into a nation in which all are treated
fairly.
 

For all whose lives are impacted by the coronavirus, that health care workers be strengthened and
sustained, and the sick, dying, and grieving be comforted.
 

In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us, that their lives give us a vision of the gospel in
action – even in the “Nazareths” of our lives and in our world. 
 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, for the sake of the Holy One who dwells among us, your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and
turmoil. Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May

we be faithful and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Toccata moderna on Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier arr. J. William Greene
(Dearest Jesus, at Your Word, Hymn 248)

�       �       �

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Sally and Jeff Schneider

in honor of their fiftieth wedding anniversary on January 15.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

January 17   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; held in parking lot)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; held in parking lot)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

 afternoon Third Sunday Program (via YouTube)   

  5:30 p.m. Youth Group (at church; with masks and physical distancing)
 

Monday,   7:00 p.m. Bible Study (via Zoom)

January 18 
 

Tuesday,   1:00 p.m. Bible Study (via Zoom)

January 19   7:00 p.m. Church Council (via Zoom)
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

January 21
 

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group (via Zoom)  
January 22
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

January 24   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; held in parking lot)

  9:00 a.m. Youth Group Service Project at Daily Bread (meet at HTLC)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; held in parking lot)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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