
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis.
While we cannot all be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.
 

Our re-creation in Holy Baptism recalls an image from the first of the Genesis creation stories, where the
Spirit/wind moved over the waters. Both the gospel according to Mark and the story in Acts make clear that
it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus of Nazareth’s baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come
upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on our Lord’s
mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.

          

     THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
   

January 10, 2021

   

Today’s organ music is full of water imagery. Bach’s prelude contains one of the
clearest instances of word painting in all of his music, with the flowing figure which
is used mostly in the left hand. The hymn tune is played in the pedals, which
actually sound above the left hand line. Rolling Jordan offers a more torrential
version of the flowing river.

Prelude Prelude on Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam arr. J. S. Bach
(To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord, Hymn 79)                             (1685-1750)

Thanksgiving For Baptism

In the name of the Father, and of the \ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Joined to Christ in the waters of Baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give
thanks for the gift of Baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you
delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At
the River Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your
Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life
in Jesus the Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and
love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever. Amen



Hymn

 

Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ
faithful in their calling to be your children and inheritors with him of everlasting life; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

Reception of New Member

We welcome Jim Bost into our fellowship.



WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND THE PRAYERS

First Lesson - Genesis 1:1-5
 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light.
This familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history.

It remains good news for any person living in the chaos and darkness of despair. God created and continues to create new life.
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face
of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was
light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

 
Psalm 29

The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a thunderstorm:
the Lord is mighty over land and sea.

 

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

4The voice of the LORD is a pow’rful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

 

 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;

the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6he makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;

the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.

 

 
9And in the temple of the LORD

all are crying, "Glory!"
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;

the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11The LORD shall give strength to his people;

the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Second Lesson - Acts 19:1-7
 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John's baptism of repentance but had never
heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus. After Paul baptized them,

the Holy Spirit came upon them and empowered them with gifts of the Spirit.
  

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples.
2He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They replied, "No, we have not even heard
that there is a Holy Spirit." 3Then he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They answered, "Into John's baptism." 4Paul
said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that
is, in Jesus." 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the
Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied — 7altogether there were about twelve of them.



Holy Gospel - Mark 1:4-11
 

The gospel according to Mark reports the story of Jesus of Nazareth’s baptism with some irony: the one on whom
the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

   
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased."

Sermon
 

     One of the things in life that we all share in common is water. Water is a precious gift of the earth.

Without water, we cannot live. In the waters of our mother’s womb, each of us grew and developed into

the creatures that we are. Our birth into the world was preceded by the breaking of those waters. Water

nourishes and sustains life. Water refreshes, soothes, and cleanses us. Water is the ordinary stuff that

connects us all. We are intimately related by our relationship to water. 

     Today, on this Feast Day of the Baptism of Our Lord, water is front and center as Jesus of Nazareth

makes his way to the River Jordan where John the Baptizer is exhorting people to repent and be

baptized. There, on the border between the wilderness and the land of milk and honey, John declares

that he is not worthy to serve, even in a lowly manner, the One who will bring a new baptism – a baptism

with the Holy Spirit.

     When Jesus is baptized, the gospel writer paints a portrait of how nature itself is upended. The

heavens are “torn apart,” all creation is altered. Out of that rupture comes the Holy Spirit in a form that

is described as a dove. Our Lord is infused with the Spirit from God, giving him the gift of self-giving love,

along with a vocation, a ministry, a mission in the world. “You are my Son, the Beloved;” a voice

proclaims, “with you I am well pleased.” In this moment, Jesus of Nazareth is commissioned to go forth

to preach, to teach, to heal, to confront, and to love unconditionally the world that God loves so very

much – a radical identity and mission that will get him killed.

     In the waters of Holy Baptism, we, too, are claimed and named by God and sent out into the world.

We, too, are set apart as beloved children of God. Our Baptism – like the Baptism of Our Lord – calls,

empowers, and sends US into ministry in the world, as the Holy Spirit fills us with self-giving love for God

and others. Water marks our birth into the community that seeks to follow the path that Jesus embodied,



a self-giving community that gives itself away as bread for the hungry; a community that lives in solidarity

with the poor, the oppressed, and the marginalized; a community that works for peace through justice,

rejecting violence, revenge, and hatred; a community that strives to embody God’s love for those who

hunger for love, acceptance, and grace; a community that strives to BE LOVE in the world so that the

LOVE that IS God is made visible.

     There’s a legend about how Martin Luther would splash water on his face three times every morning,

while speaking the Trinitarian words that are said at Baptism: “In the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.” The feeling of the cold, cleansing water running down his face reminded Luther

of who he was. The water was a visible means of Luther’s identity as a child of God. When times were

tough and the challenges many, he took great comfort in that God-given identity, saying: “Baptism is not

a work that we do, but … a treasure that God gives us and faith grasps. … In baptism, therefore, every

Christian has enough to study and practice all his or her life. … Thus, we must regard baptism and put

it to use in such a way that we may draw strength and comfort from it when our sins or conscience

oppress us, and say: ‘But I am baptized! And if I have been baptized, I have the promise that I shall be

saved and have eternal life, both in soul and body ….’ ”

     That is the promise – the identity – that can sustain our hope in these very difficult times in which we

are living. Our nation is suffering an acute identity crisis – and so is Christianity, when we witness “Jesus”

flags being waved in a violent, hate-filled, idolatrous, and deadly assault on our nation’s capitol.

Really??? In the name of the “Prince of Peace,” in the name of our Lord who was executed on a cross

by the brutal power of the Roman Empire? Really??? 

     We are intimately connected by water to all of life and to one another in all the human family. So, what

does it mean for us to be baptized children of God? How do WE live out our God-given identity? Much

hangs in the balance of how we answer. Much responsibility comes with the gift of that identity. We know

all too well that we regularly fall short of God’s desire for us in how we regard and treat each other. Yet,

by grace, we are still God’s beloved children, which grants us the grace and gives us the strength to try

again to be more faithful each and every day. In our human sinfulness and brokenness, the waters of

Baptism promise us that there is nothing that can separate us from the LOVE that is God. 

     We humans tend to need visible signs, signs to remind us of who we are, signs to remind us to look

beyond ourselves, signs to help us be the beloved children with whom our loving God is well-pleased.

Holy Baptism is one of those signs, as the water reminds us who and whose we are as it refreshes and

nourishes our call to BE love in the world. Amen



Hymn



The Prayers
 

Guided by the Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the Church, the world, and
all people in need.
 

For the Church throughout the world: that the Holy Spirit empower all the faithful for lives of service.
  

For the waters of the earth: that God’s goodness be revealed through creation; and, that we care for all
that God has made.
  

For the nations of the world and their leaders; for the United States in the midst of civil unrest and turmoil;
for our elected leaders and their families; for police officers; for peacemakers; and for the health of
relationships with other nations: that God fill us with courage and strength for these days.
  

For our nation; for those lured by hatred and violence; for all dealing with new and lasting trauma; for
prophets who proclaim uncomfortable truths: that, as God’s beloved creation, all people may work for
the harmonious well-being of others.
  

For all who are in trouble, want, or sickness; for the countless who are suffering with COVID-19; for
medical workers; for people who are hungry or homeless, imprisoned or lonely: that God grant health and
wholeness to a world so filled with pain.
  

In gratitude for our beloved dead, we offer our praise for all the baptized who have accompanied us and
supported us and taught us throughout our days; that at our end we join with them in everlasting joy.
  

Almighty and most merciful God, you are the mighty Voice from heaven, you are our beloved Savior, you
are the descending Dove. Hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the One who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and
turmoil. Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May

we be faithful and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  



You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Rolling Jordan arr. J. William Greene
(To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord, Hymn 79)

�       �       �

Today, a candle is lit in the Globusleuchter in memory of Donald Johnson who died this past week.
We give thanks for his life and witness and keep his family in our prayers.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
by Carole Royer

in memory of Tina Meckling and Norine Royer.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

January 10   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; held in parking lot)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; held in parking lot)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  2:00 p.m. Parish Nurse Education Program (via Zoom)   

  5:30 p.m. Youth Group (at church; with masks and physical distancing)
 

Monday,   7:00 p.m. Bible Study (via Zoom)

January 11 
 

Wednesday,   9:30 a.m. Women’s Sewing Group (in Fellowship Hall; with masks and physical distancing)

January 13
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

January 14
 

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group (via Zoom)  
January 15
 

Saturday, 10:00 a.m. Red Cross Bloodmobile (in Fellowship Hall until 3:00 p.m.) 

January 16
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

January 17   8:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; held in parking lot)

10:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship Service (reservations required; held in parking lot)

11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

 afternoon Third Sunday Program (via YouTube)   

  5:30 p.m. Youth Group (at church; with masks and physical distancing)

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Wilma and Les Beebe

in honor of all who have served and are serving on the Altar Guild.

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia
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Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


