
   

SEVENTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER
 

May 24, 2020

   

Prelude                Galliard Gaudete Samuel Scheidt, arr. David Lowry

Hymn



Easter Acclamation and Apostolic Greeting
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

God, our creator and redeemer, your Son Jesus prayed that his followers might be one.
Make all Christians one with him as he is one with you, so that in peace and concord we
may carry to the world the message of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - Acts 1:6–14
  

Today's reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost.
These verses tell of the risen Lord's conversation with his disciples on the threshold of his ascension.

  

  
6When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to

Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth." 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of
their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.
11They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."

 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away.
13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of
James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother
of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 
 

This is a psalm of praise to the mighty God who has brought the people out of Egypt and saved Israel
from her enemies. God reigns on high.

 

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered;
let those who hate him flee before him.

2Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away;
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.

4Sing to God, sing praises to his name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens;
YAHWEH is his name, rejoice before him!

 

5Father of orphans, defender of widows,
God in his holy habitation!

6God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in dry places.

7O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,



8the earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance;
you refreshed the land when it was weary.

10Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.

 
 

33Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the LORD.

34He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens;
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.

35Ascribe power to God;
his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies.

36How wonderful is God in his holy places,
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! Blessed be God!

Second Lesson - 1 Peter 4:12–14; 5:6–11
    

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist
the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others,

because we trust God's grace will strengthen and guide us.
  

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange
were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout
for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory,
which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt
you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring
lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know
that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for
a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen,
and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Gospel - John 17:1–11
  

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus of Nazareth prays to his heavenly Father,
asking that those who continue his work in this world will live in unity.

  

After Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

6I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have
given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified
in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are
one."



Sermon

     Eavesdropping on someone else’s conversation can sometimes be revealing. Some remember the
day of party line telephone service, when multiple households shared the same line and someone could
surreptitiously listen in on the neighbors’ phone calls if so inclined. Of course, we’ve come full circle today
– minus the stealth and sneakiness – when we are subjected to people conversing loudly on cell phones
in public places. However, think about how easy it is to find oneself drawn into eavesdropping on a
nearby conversation – such as the couple in a whispered argument in a restaurant, or the healthy-looking
guy calling in sick to work while standing in line at the movies, or a verbal exchange that drifts over from
a neighbor’s open window or back deck.
     A touching story about eavesdropping is told by a woman who grew up in the 1940s. The second
story of her childhood home was heated through grates in the floor, which allowed warm air to rise from
a downstairs stove. Shortly after being put to bed, she and her sisters would gather around a floor grate
so they could overhear their parents’ conversation below. At that time – the early forties – the accepted
wisdom for many was that parents should avoid praising their children to their faces because such talk
might make children think too highly of themselves. Listening at the grate, however, those young sisters
often heard themselves praised and were surprised to learn how highly their parents thought of them.
As the woman later said in adulthood, “Thank God for those grates.”
     We, too, can say “Thank God” as we encounter today’s gospel reading on this seventh and final
Sunday of the Easter season – a scripture passage that gives US the opportunity to “overhear” an
intimate conversation between Jesus of Nazareth and his Father, as expressed in the words of the
author of the gospel according to John. Talk about ultimate eavesdropping!!! To hear Jesus pray for the
Father to be mindful of Jesus’ followers and to protect them is very reassuring, especially during
threatening and uncertain times. “And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I
am coming to you,” prayed Jesus. “Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one, as we are one.”
     Keep in mind that this story functions at several different levels. First, as the author of the fourth
gospel shapes his particular account of the Jesus story, these words are prayed the night before Jesus’
crucifixion – a time of high tension and impending death. Second, by the time this farewell scene was
written down decades later to tell the Jesus story to Christ-followers who had never known the historical
Jesus, these words were a source of strength and reassurance to a battered community also
experiencing loss and danger. And third, these words have proclaimed comfort and promise to the Jesus
community down through the centuries to OUR very day – reminding US that, through the glory of our
Lord’s ministry, death, and resurrection, we do not face a hostile world alone because we have the
sovereign God of the universe on our side!
     How wonderful it is to know we are never alone – especially in these times of physical distancing,
separation, isolation, and loneliness. Yes, it can be difficult to wrap our minds and hearts around that
assurance when there are people we want to see, and visit, and touch, and embrace, and with whom
we want to worship and commune. It can be difficult when we are struggling with relationships, with
economic challenges, with health issues, with loss and grief. Yet, we are sustained by the loving God
who makes a dwelling place within us through the work of the Holy Spirit, planting within us the
unconditional, grace-filled gift of faith and trust in God.
     The Gospel of John presents Jesus as the Holy One who IS one with God, who does God’s work of
bridging the distance between God and the world that God so loves. The first epistle of John takes the
image a step further by saying that WE are the ones who can show others what God is like. “No one has
ever seen God,” but “if we love one another, God lives in us. . .” When we love one another, God’s “love
is perfected in us” and “we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit.” The mission of our Lord is passed on and entrusted to us: “As you have sent me into the world,”
Jesus prays, “so I have sent them into the world.” Chosen and set apart in the waters of Holy Baptism,
WE become the incarnate love of God.  
     Today’s gospel reading gives us the opportunity to eavesdrop on a conversation between Jesus and



his Father. Of course, sometimes eavesdropping is a bad thing and we overhear things we may not want
to know. However, there are other times when we overhear a conversation and hear people we love say
really wonderful things about us. That was the life-enriching experience of the young sisters in the 1940s
who listened at the floor grate to see what their parents were saying about them. That is OUR life-
sustaining experience as we eavesdrop on Jesus’ prayer for US: “Holy Father, protect them in your name
that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” That can also be the life-giving
experience for others as they eavesdrop on OUR prayers, as they eavesdrop on OUR LIVES. 
     How do WE live out the love and grace of God given to us in Christ Jesus who meets us in the word,
in the sacraments, in the Jesus community? How do WE, in the words of the prophet Micah, do justice,
and love kindness, and walk humbly with our God? May we always keep in mind that WE may be the
only “Jesus” – the only expression or incarnation of God’s love – some people will ever see. May that
love be perfected in us – as we abide in Christ and he in us, as the Holy Spirit uses OUR hands to be
about GOD’S work. Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
 

On this seventh Sunday of Easter, we gather in our homes and yet together as one, praying for the
Church, the world, and all who are in need.



In this time of troubling separation, we pray to you, triune God, for the unity of your Church throughout
the world. Bind us together in the truth of your gospel. Make us living witnesses of your love and grace.
As you blessed the early disciples for their unfolding ministry, bless us in our various ministries.

 

Nurture the life of your creation. Guide those who explore the mysteries of your universe, giving them
wisdom and insight. Help us be good caretakers of our planet, keeping the needs of future generations
in mind as we make choices in our lives today.
  

Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Help us protect the vulnerable and strive for
peace. Redirect those who use violence and greed as weapons. Protect all who serve in harm’s way.
  

Help us come to the aid of all who suffer. We pray for those who are laden with grief, overwhelmed by
anxiety, or struggling without medical care. Uphold all health-care workers who tend the sick. Comfort
all families and friends who cannot embrace their loved ones at the time of death.
  

Grant your oneness to humankind, so marked by isolation and division. Bring harmony to families, rival
gangs, distraught citizens, and racial, religious, political, and economic divisions. Give to each individual
a wholeness that is birthed in you. Make us one, as you – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – are one.
  

To know you is to have eternal life. We praise you for the lives of all who have died in the faith and who
now live in you. At the end, bring us with all your saints into your presence.
  

With bold confidence in your love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God of our past, our present, and our
future, we place all for whom we pray into your circle of love, now and forever. Amen

 WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.
  

Jesus of Nazareth is portrayed in today’s gospel praying for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid
religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that our Lord had with his Father. Made one in Holy
Baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family.

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Easter Acclamation and Dismissal
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude                               Fanfare Antonio Soler, arr. E. Power Biggs

Today, a candle is lit in the Globusleuchter in memory of Robbie Colagreco who died this past week.
We give thanks for his life and keep his family in our prayers.

 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Don Carter

in memory of his brother, Jim.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Don Carter

in honor of his brothers, Bob and Charlie.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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