
 

SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER
  

April 19, 2020

   

Prelude           Variations on “O Sons and Daughters of the King” arr. Jean-François Dandrieu

Hymn



Easter Acclamation and Apostolic Greeting
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD

First Lesson - Acts 2:14a, 22–32
  

After the Holy Spirit came to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd.
He tells them that Jesus of Nazareth, who obediently went to his death according to God's plan,

was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11,
to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Christ is now enthroned.

 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the people: 22"You that are Israelites, listen to what I have
to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him
among you, as you yourselves know — 23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death,
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him,

'I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;

  26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live in hope.

  27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.

  28You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.'

29Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with
us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his
descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

'He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.'

  32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses."

Psalm 16
 

Contentment, refuge, and joy are found in the presence of the Lord. To the faithful one, God will show the path of life.
 

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, "You are my LORD, my good above all other."

2All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.

3But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.

4Their libations of blood I will not offer,
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

 



5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.

6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.

8I have set the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall.

  

9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.

10For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.

11You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,

and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Second Lesson - 1 Peter 1:3–9
  

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of their faith in Christ.
The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ's resurrection

even in the midst of difficult circumstances and surroundings.
  
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,
kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness
of your faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire — may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do
not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Holy Gospel - John 20:19–31
  

The risen Christ appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
However, one of their number is missing and his pragmatic realism prompts another visit from the risen Lord.

  
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace
be with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so
I send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.
23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark
of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe."

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe."

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that through believing you may have life in his name.



Sermon

     The “new normal” is a much-used phrase we hear bandied about these days as individuals,
organizations, businesses, and governments around the world continue to navigate the current virus
pandemic. An email from a technology company popped-up on the church computer the other afternoon
with the subject line, “What does the new normal look like for your church?”. The body of the email went
on to discuss how churches are innovating in the face of our ongoing health crisis and using technology
in new and exciting ways to keep people connected. Of course, the email concluded with a sales pitch
to contact that particular company for help navigating this new all-digital reality.
     The “new normal” was also invoked by Governor Northam in recent days. When asked at one of his
news conferences about businesses reopening, he said, “. . . it won’t be the flick of a switch and people
need to get used to this new normal.” “ We need to be clear,” he continued, “Things are not going back
exactly like they were before. . . that new normal will probably look like covering your face, spending
more time at home, teleworking, if you can continue to use social distancing.”
     The “new normal.” It is a “new normal” that Jesus of Nazareth’s disciples are struggling with in our
gospel reading today. In this fascinating literary portrait painted by the mystical Jewish writer we know
as John, Jesus’ disrupted, confused, fear-filled community seeks refuge and safety behind locked doors.
The events of the past week have overwhelmed them and they’re self-isolating because their world has
been turned upside down and inside out. Having left their families and livelihoods to follow Jesus – a
charismatic healer, teacher, and preacher – they don’t know what’s next in the wake of his execution.
They are also processing the early-Sunday-morning news about an empty tomb and rumors that Jesus
has been seen alive. Now, on that Sunday evening in their locked room, the disciples – minus Thomas,
who is absent – are trying to make sense of all this uncertainty when they experience the presence of
the risen Christ and are given the gift of his peace and empowering Spirit. 
     However, where is Thomas? Why isn’t he with the other disciples that night? Why is he later hesitant
to accept the testimony of his friends when they report to him that they “have seen the Lord”? We know
from his portrayal in earlier scenes in the fourth gospel that Thomas is a realist, although he later gets
labeled unfairly as a “doubter.” Yet, as Sister Joan Chittister – who was with us here at Holy Trinity last
November – says, “doubt is not a sign of faithlessness. It’s a sign of impending growth. We are always
more mature when we come out of it.”
     One commentator raises the possibility that Thomas is already moving on, trying to put the pieces of
his shattered life back together, and getting on with his “new normal” – whatever that may be. When
Thomas does encounter the risen Lord a week later, his dramatic “My Lord and my God!” moment gives
witness to the truth that reality itself has changed – forever – and that there’s no going back to exactly
how things were before. Thomas opens himself to a very different future. After all, there’s nothing
“normal” about resurrection. Resurrection changes everything – one’s sense of self and meaning, one’s
relationships, one’s purpose, one’s perspective on the past, present, and future. The old world that
Thomas had known is now dead – his old beliefs, his old reality, his old convictions. In the risen Christ,
Thomas is witnessing the re-creation of human existence itself, a re-creation that is open-ended and
ongoing, a re-creation that is still happening even to this very day because of the resurrection.     
     Our Lord proclaims, in the words of John’s gospel, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe.” The gospel writer used these words of challenge and blessing to support and
sustain his own beleaguered faith community some sixty to seventy years after the resurrection – a
community that, like Thomas in this morning’s gospel story, had never seen the resurrected Christ. As
spiritual descendants of Thomas, we hear these same words today at a time when we are beginning to
grapple with and speculate about what OUR “new normal” may look like in the coming months and years. 
     This past week – in Zoom conversations with our Church Council, and with colleagues in
Pennsylvania, in Tennessee, and in the Midwest – talk turned to what “in-person” church may look like
when things reopen. Will it mean wearing face masks, will it mean additional worship services to create
more physical space between worshipers, will it mean revamped education and fellowship events, will
it mean ongoing digital resources? At this point, no one knows how many questions may even be on



such a list, as we are faced with the possibility, even the likelihood, that things will not be going back to
exactly the way they were before
     The Good News is that our risen Lord comes to US in our fears, our questions, our doubts, and our
struggles with what is realistic, and he breathes the Spirit upon us. He comes to us in his holy word as
we discern our way forward through the necessary changes and faithful adaptations of this time of self-
isolation. Though we do not see, he calls us to trust and believe, promising to be with us and for us
forever. As with Thomas and the other disciples in today’s gospel, we discover the Christ among us when
we are together in community – supporting, caring, and praying for one another. Today, that community
is electronic or virtual, not in-person; yet, he comes to form us into a new community marked by joy and
courage. He comes to reveal himself to us so that we may, in turn, enter into the wounds of the world
and become his hands, his feet, his eyes, his ears, his heart, as we give witness to his justice, mercy,
and reconciliation. He comes to lead us forward into our “new normal” as Easter people.
     Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers

Praying in our homes while gathered together in the Spirit of Christ, we ask God to bestow peace upon
a needy world.

 

Faithful God, we pray for the Church around the world. Enter into our countless separate houses with
your gift of peace. Guard the health of our members, musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops. As
Christians around the globe are united in their suffering through the coronavirus, so unite us also in the
hope of life in the risen Christ.
  

Creating God, we pray for the earth that you have given into our care. As human society is quieted by
sickness, give your plants and animals, lands and seas, a time to renew and replenish themselves.
Nurture the fields that will supply our food.



Righteous God, we pray for the nations. Give peace to our troubled world. Bless the efforts of the United
Nations and the World Health Organization. Bring an end to violence between nations, across borders,
within countries, between gangs, and inside homes. Uphold world, national, state, and local leaders, so
they may govern with honesty and integrity. Help us focus our attention on the needy, give us persistence
in facing the pandemic, and wisdom in proceeding into an unknown future.
  

Compassionate God, we pray for all in any need. Visit the homes of all who are isolated, and hold the
lonely and fearful in your arms. Grant your peace to the millions of unemployed, and help us give them
food for today and hope for tomorrow. Support medical care workers in their endless and sometimes life-
threatening tasks of attending to pandemic patients. Accompany the sick, especially the millions who
have contracted the coronavirus. Comfort the bereaved.
  

Gracious God, we pray for children and youth. Shelter them from all sickness. Keep homebound children
safe from hunger and abuse. Nurture them with a vision of life beyond this pandemic. Give them
assurance as they are separated physically from friends and mentors. Give to all children and youth
forbearance beyond their years. Give patience and strength to parents and caregivers.
  

Loving God, we pray for ourselves. Renew our spirits with the living hope of Christ’s resurrection, and
hear also the private petitions of our hearts.
  

silence for prayer and reflection
  

Eternal God, we praise you for the lives of all who have died in the faith. Sustained by the promise of
healing and resurrection, free us from the fear of death, and bring us at our end with all the saints into
the joy of your presence.
  

With bold confidence in your peace which passes human understanding, we offer these prayers in the
name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, now and forever. Amen

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.
  

Today’s gospel tells the story about the risen Christ appearing to the disciples and giving them the gift of peace.
Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our community of faith and in our everyday lives.

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Easter Acclamation and Dismissal
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Carillon Jean-François Dandrieu

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia

  

Organist-Choirmaster  -  J. William Greene
Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


