
   

  FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER
 

May 10, 2020

   

 

Prelude                Fughetta on All Creatures of Our God and King J. William Greene

Hymn



Easter Acclamation and Apostolic Greeting
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with
all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.  Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - Acts 7:55–60
  

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however.

For his preaching of God's word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.
  

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
56 "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" 57But they covered their
ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him;
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When
he had said this, he died.

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
 

This is a psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection.
 

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.

2Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.

3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold;

for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,

for you are my tower of strength.
5Into your hands I commend my spirit,

for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth.
15My times are in your hand;

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16Make your face to shine upon your servant,

and in your loving kindness save me."



Second Lesson - 1 Peter 2:2–10
  

Christ is the cornerstone of God's saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God's chosen,
holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

  
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation —  3if indeed you have

tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight,
and  5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen
and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those
who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,"
8and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as
they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.10Once you were not a people,
but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Holy Gospel - John 14:1–14
  

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus of Nazareth shares final words with his disciples.
As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

  

Jesus said to the disciples: "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
2In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take
you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where
I am going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him."

 8Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." 9Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the
Father'? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on
my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but
if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also
do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it."

 

Sermon

     His name was Nigel, and he had been born in India to parents who gave him an English name
because they dreamed of having their son educated in England. Nigel was a devout Hindu, who went
on to attend university in Canada. There, he took an undergraduate religion course on interfaith dialogue
– with a class that included Hindu, Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Taoist, Sikh, and Buddhist participants. For
one course assignment, students were paired with someone from a different religion and asked to
explore a piece of sacred writing they found intriguing from their assigned partner’s faith tradition – which
meant they had to read and engage religious texts outside their own tradition. Nigel was paired with a
Christian student named Dawn for this exercise and, when they met to work on their project, he revealed
the Christian text he wanted to dig into was John 14:6, a verse that is part of our gospel reading today,
in which Jesus of Nazareth is portrayed as saying, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”



     Needless to say, Dawn was taken aback, as visions of a plummeting grade on the joint paper they
would write danced in her head. Before she could even gather her thoughts and offer a rebuttal of sorts,
Dawn was blown away by what Nigel said next: “This verse is absolutely true – Jesus is the only way.
And that way – of dying to an old way of being and being born into a new way of being – is known in all
of the religions of the world. The way of Jesus is a universal way, known even to millions who have never
heard of Jesus.”
     Nigel – with a fascination for who he called “that fellow Jesus” – had a good grasp of biblical
scholarship, and how the gospel according to John was written some seven decades after the
resurrection to a struggling community of believers. The gospel writer, in his call to follow the way of
Jesus rather than the way of Caesar or the ways of the world, encourages his community to live into a
relationship with the holy and loving God they knew as creator, redeemer, and sustainer. Jesus of
Nazareth was the friend of every broken person, every outsider, every non-Jew he met. He surrounded
himself with people who had been excluded and rejected by the power structures of the day. He believed
and demonstrated that caring for the broken and suffering was so very important. That’s “the way, the
truth, and the life” the gospel writer is proclaiming, saying essentially, in the words of the late pastor and
author Eugene Peterson, “Only when we do the Jesus truth in the Jesus way do we get the Jesus life.” 
     These words, “No one comes to the Father except through me,” sound very harsh to our ears and
incompatible with the teachings of Jesus – who lived and died to open up his followers to a new way of
being in the world, to open hearts and minds to a vision of the God of love who is the source of ALL
Love. We know all too well how this passage, and others like it, have been used down through the
centuries to assert Christian superiority and to malign and demonize other religions, creating a world
where adherents of one religion feel compelled, even justified, to attack, and sometimes kill, adherents
of another. 
     We also know that all religions are not alike. Even though they often have many things in common,
there are profound differences. There’s no blending of these different faiths into one. Are all religions
equal? No. Some religions or brands of religions are toxic – after all, we only need to look at some
brands of Christianity to see such toxicity. As Barbara Brown Taylor says in her book Holy Envy,
followers of different religions – and even different brands of any one religion – “see the world in very
distinct ways. Their understandings of the human condition proceed from different assumptions, leading
them to propose different remedies.” She then goes on to say that we “Christians do not own Jesus any
more than we own God” and, that even though Jesus wasn’t Christian, we as his followers “do not like
anyone claiming to know him as well as we do.”
     It was in that long-ago religious studies class that Nigel so correctly observed that the way of Jesus
is “dying to an old way of being and being born into a new way of being.” In Jesus, we see God’s love
for the whole cosmos born in the flesh and enter into the human family – sharing our sorrows and
struggles, confusion and disappointments – so that we might know God’s profound grace and wholeness.
When we glimpse the full expanse of God’s love revealed in our Lord’s life, death, and resurrection, we
realize that the question is not “who’s in” or “who’s out,” but rather who knows this love and who doesn’t,
and how WE respond to God’s call and our baptismal commission to give witness to that love in word
and deed.
     We read in the First Letter of John that God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God and
God abides in them. The test of any person’s faith or any faith tradition is this: Where do we see that
love? Does it make our world bigger, more generous, more inclusive of God’s world and children, or does
it make our world smaller, more stingy, more exclusive, causing us to draw lines that separate people?
Could it be that the way of Jesus is bigger than Christianity? Could it be that the Divine Love Jesus made
known to us has been working in every corner of God’s creation and in every life from the beginning of
time, and that there are dwelling places in God’s life and love that comfort ALL troubled hearts? 
     St. Augustine once said, “God has many whom the church does not have, and the church has many
whom God does not have.” We see in that sobering observation that God is bigger than our theological
formulas, more mysterious than all our ways of drawing lines. We, as Christians, are joined to our Lord’s
death and resurrection in the water and the word of baptism which, as Martin Luther wrote, "signifies that
the old person in us with all sins and evil desires is to be drowned and die through daily sorrow and



through repentance, and on the other hand that daily  a new person is to come forth and rise up to live
before God in righteousness and purity forever.” Today, as we strive to walk the way of our Lord, what
needs to be put to death in our own lives, our own attitudes, our own behaviors, so that a new person
may come forth? 
     May WE live the Jesus truth – and live the Jesus way – so that we may experience the Jesus life –
which is Love in all its abundance, lived out for the sake of the world. Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers

Still worshiping from our homes, but with our hearts bonded into one, let us pray for all who are in need. 

Build us up, O God, that like living stones we may embody the strength that only you can give. Nourish
us with the sustenance of your word. As you raised up leadership in the early church through the
apostles, fill now the Church’s needs for leaders to serve your holy people.

Form us to be humble participants in your complex creation. We praise your power in evolving a
magnificent earth with diverse peoples. Fill us with respect, awe, and tender care for the world you have
made. Strengthen those who work for greater understanding and cooperation among the world’s
religions.

Guide and inspire government leaders to find and follow your ways of justice. Guide their way through
the  challenges of pandemic and poverty. Despite our own needs, keep us mindful of the needs of
others, especially the unemployed and those who are refugees and prisoners.

Accompany those who are sick, sorrowful, or confused. Comfort them in suffering, ease their distress,
and help us carry their burdens. 



You call into your brilliant light all who have died. Keep us with all your saints and martyrs and give us
faith to take hold of the promise of your eternal life. Console and strengthen those whose hearts are
troubled and afraid because of the death of those they love. Help us comfort them with your love and,
at the end, bring us all to you, who are our way, our truth, and our life.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord. Amen

 WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Easter Acclamation and Dismissal
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude          Fughetta on Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! J. William Greene



We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.
  

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus of Nazareth’s promise that he goes
to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share our Lord’s mission in
the world. As First Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the One who called us out of darkness
into light. In words and deeds, we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Teresa Weinmeister in honor of

Gretchen Roberts’ birthday and baptismal anniversary.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Wilma and Les Beebe

in honor of Les’ sister, Linda Loschiavo,
and Wilma’s brother, Don Selby, and;

in memory of Carl Selby, Jr.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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