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Our observance of The Triduum continues this evening as we gather in spirit with Christians around
the world to celebrate Good Friday. We hear a portion of the Passion Story, pray for the life of the
world, and meditate on the life-giving cross. The ancient title for this day – the Triumph of the Cross
– reminds us that the Church gathers to offer thanksgiving for the wood of the tree on which was
hung our salvation. Our liturgy concludes with an adaptation of Tenebrae, the Service of Darkness.

 

According to tradition, all musical instruments are silenced on Good Friday and we sing
unaccompanied. Hymns are included in this worship bulletin for your devotional use and reflection.
However, there will be no organ accompaniment of the hymns.

SILENT PRAYER and WORDS FOR MEDITATION
  

Crucem tuam adoramus, Domine
 

We worship you, Lord, we venerate your cross, we praise your resurrection.
Through the cross you brought joy to the world.

May God be gracious and bless us; and let his face shed its light upon us.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
 

Lord Jesus, you carried our sins in your own body on the tree so that we might have new life. May we
and all who remember this day find new life in you now and in the world to come, where you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen

A SELECTION from THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
 

It is important to keep in mind that John’s gospel was written near the end of the first century at

a time of great tension within the Jewish community between those faithful to historical Judaism

and those following the teachings of Jesus the Christ. Harsh words were spoken in this “family”

feud. It is with sorrow that we acknowledge the centuries of violence unleashed upon the Jewish

people by later generations who had forgotten that Jesus of Nazareth was Jewish – violence

inspired, in part, by passages in the fourth gospel. We seek God’s forgiveness.

     Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples
entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas
brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with
lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom
are you looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing
with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are
you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me,
let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.”
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was



Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?”
     So the soldiers, their officer, and the police arrested Jesus and bound him. Simon Peter and another disciple followed
Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was
standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who
guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He
said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around
it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.
     They asked him, “You are not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of
the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” Again
Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.
     So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in
Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.
Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the
Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in
Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man
said, I am King of the Jews.’ ”Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus,
they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will
get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says,
     “They divided my clothes among themselves,
        and for my clothing they cast lots.”
     And that is what the soldiers did.
     Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman,
here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
home.
     After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full
of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When
Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
     Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially
because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the
bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But
when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced
his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His
testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None
of his bones shall be broken.” And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have
pierced.”
     After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear, asked Pilate
to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had
at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They
took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there
was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid.
And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

The Passion of Our Lord 



HYMN 
        
  

THE PRAYERS
  

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy Church throughout the world. 
  

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By your Holy Spirit,
guide the Church and gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name,
and be a means of grace to people everywhere. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us pray for those in other faith traditions.
  

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under different names.
Help us bring an end to inter-religious strife and make us more faithful witnesses of the love made known
to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 
  

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and find peace in you.
Grant that, in spite of the hurtful things that stand in their way, all may recognize in the lives of Christians
the tokens of your love and mercy. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us pray for God’s creation.
  

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the worlds in the arms
of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen



Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 
  

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your goodness, give
wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the
goodness of your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us pray for all impacted by the coronavirus pandemic.
  

Almighty and eternal God, source of all life, health, and healing, look with compassion on our world,
brought low by disease. Protect us in the midst of the grave challenges that assail us and in your mercy
grant recovery to the stricken, strength to those who care for them, and success to those working to
eradicate this scourge. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Let us pray for those in need. 
  

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have lost heart.
Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and
deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any
trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

VERSICLES

Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
Oh, come, let us worship him.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

TENEBRAE
Tenebrae, or the Service of Darkness, originated in the divine office of Matins, traditionally celebrated in the hours

before dawn. The particular Matins of the Triduum, divided into three Nocturns, each celebrated in the early hours

of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, was characterized by gradually increasing darkness

signifying the sadness of the crucifixion, followed by the joy of the return of light to the world in the resurrection.
  

THE FIRST WORD:
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads. Then Jesus said:

“FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY DO NOT KNOW WHAT THEY ARE DOING.”
  

~A CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED.~



THE SECOND WORD:
One of the criminals who were hanged there said “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

And Jesus replied: “TRULY, I TELL YOU, TODAY YOU WILL BE WITH ME IN PARADISE.”

~A CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED.~

Hymn

THE THIRD WORD:
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother:

“WOMAN, HERE IS YOUR SON.” Then he said to the disciple: “HERE IS YOUR MOTHER.”

~A CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED.~
  

THE FOURTH WORD:
When it was noon, darkness came over all the whole land. At three in the afternoon,

Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying: “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabacthani?” which means,
“MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?”

~A CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED.~



Hymn

THE FIFTH WORD:
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished,

he said (in order to fulfill the scripture): “I AM THIRSTY.”

~A CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED.~

THE SIXTH WORD:
A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop

and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said: “IT IS FINISHED.”
  

~A CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED.~

THE SEVENTH WORD:
“FATHER, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT.”

The one remaining candle is removed from sight and the worship space is plunged into darkness: the light has been taken

from the world. Then, symbolizing the earthquake when Jesus gave up his spirit, you are invited to make a sustained noise

with hand or book until the candle is returned in anticipation of the resurrection.

There is no benediction.
The liturgies of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday are one, unbroken liturgy.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.

The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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