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Prelude              Interlude John McCann

Hymn



Easter Acclamation and Apostolic Greeting
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your
great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - Acts 17:22–31
  

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition.
He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth

who will judge the world with justice through Jesus the Christ, whom God has raised from the dead.
  

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as
I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription,
‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the
places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed
he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have
said,  ‘For we too are his offspring.’

29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by
the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom
he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Psalm 66:7-18 
 

This is a hymn of praise and thanksgiving to God who rules in majesty and delivers God’s people.
 

Bless our God, you peoples;
make the voice of his praise to be heard,

8who holds our souls in life,
and will not allow our feet to slip.
9For you, O God, have proved us;

you have tried us just as silver is tried.
10You brought us into the snare;

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
11You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
12I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows,

which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.



13I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams;
I will give you oxen and goats.

14Come and listen, all you who fear God,
and I will tell you what he has done for me.

15I called out to him with my mouth,
and his praise was on my tongue.
16If I had found evil in my heart,

the LORD would not have heard me;
17but in truth God has heard me;

he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
18Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,

nor withheld his love from me.

Second Lesson - 1 Peter 3:13–22
  

Christians have a zeal for doing what is right in God's eyes no matter what the circumstances because in Holy Baptism
we are saved and made alive. Thus, our Christian beliefs and behavior are to be a matter of public record just as our Baptism is.

 
13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good?
 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated,

15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when
you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for
doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. 

 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,
20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which
a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you — not as a
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Holy Gospel - John 14:15–21
  

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus of Nazareth encourages obedience
to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

  

Jesus said to his disciples: 15"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 18I will not leave you orphaned; I am
coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I
live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I
in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them."

Sermon

     The year was 1945 – the end of World War Two. Tens of thousands of often-barefoot, lice-infested
German orphans were forced to flee from what was then East Prussia. These orphans became known
as “wolf children” because of the way they roamed through the region’s forests and swamps like wolves,
struggling to survive hunger, cold, and the loss of identity. Word spread that there might be food if they
headed toward Lithuania. Some were lucky when sympathetic residents put buckets of soup at their front



doors and, in fact, some of the orphans were taken in – at least temporarily – by families along the way,
and in Lithuania. The “wolf children” weren’t so lucky when some residents would set their dogs on them,
or Soviet troops would try to capture them, forcing the orphans into the woods to scavenge, to steal, and
to survive on their own.
     The word “orphan” is a potent word – evoking a number of feelings, emotions, and mental images.
To have no living parents – or sometimes even no surviving family – due to war, disease, violence,
poverty, or natural disaster calls forth some powerful fears and challenges. Think of abandonment,
isolation, loneliness, vulnerability, and exploitation. Think of hunger, no place to call home, no sense of
identity because of the loss of official records, or migration, or ethnic or ideological cleansing. 
     The tremendous gravity that the word “orphan” can carry is in the background of the story we hear
in today’s gospel reading. Jesus of Nazareth is gathered at the Last Supper with his disciples. The meal
has been shared, feet have been washed, the betrayer has left. It is night, dark, and Jesus announces
that HE is with them only a little longer. We can imagine the disciples’ shock as it begins to sink in that
the one for whom THEY left everything now says HE is leaving them. We can hear the “orphan”
questions as they give voice to them: “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the
way?” “Show us the Father.” We can also imagine the unspoken questions running through their heads:
What will we do now? Where do we go? What happens next? Who will love, nurture, and guide us? Who
stands on our side? What will become of us?
     The gospel writer then portrays Jesus making a profound and powerful promise to his disciples: “I
will not leave you orphaned.” Jesus tells them, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth . . .” Jesus wants them to know that his role
as “advocate” – guiding, teaching, reminding, abiding, witnessing, interceding, comforting – will continue
in his absence through the work of the Holy Spirit. Into troubled hearts and gut-wrenching questions, into
abandonment and loss, into despair and grief, the Spirit will walk alongside and accompany them –
everywhere and always. He will not leave them orphaned.
     That’s a powerful promise made to disciples who were afraid and uncertain about the future nearly
two thousand years ago, and it’s a powerful promise made to disciples who are afraid and uncertain
about the future today. We, too, have OUR questions in those times and seasons of life when transitions,
when changes, when a pandemic, when tragedies can leave US feeling like orphans. Anyone who has
ever loved and lost – a parent, a spouse, a child, a relationship, a friend, a job, security, hope – knows
the “orphan” questions: Am I left alone? How do I move forward and rebuild? Who will go with me?
What’s next?”
     We as humans fear becoming orphaned. That fear points to the deeper reality that, by ourselves, we
are not enough. It’s not because we are deficient, but because we were created to be in relationship with
others. We were never intended to stand alone as individuals. We were created to love and be loved;
to live in relationship as people who give of themselves to one another; to dwell, abide, and remain within
each other even as the Father is in Jesus and Jesus is in the Father.
     “I will not leave you orphaned” are words we all want and need to hear, words that speak directly
to our greatest fears and challenges. Regardless of the circumstances of our lives, we will never be
orphaned by God. God’s Spirit comes alongside to remind us of our baptismal identity as children of God,
as sheep who recognize the voice of the good shepherd who laid down his life for his sheep. That identity
can be difficult to hold on to or believe is really ours, especially when we are stressed or frightened,
unsure about our future in those times when it feels like everything has been turned upside down. God’s
Spirit comes alongside us to reveal and empower us to fulfill the commandment to love our neighbor as
ourselves, to love our enemies, to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, for
if we remain self-enclosed and isolated we relegate ourselves and others to an orphan-like existence in
this world. 
     It’s important to always remember that keeping the commandments does not earn us our Lord’s love
and grace, but instead reveals the love given to us in his abiding love and presence with us in Word and
Sacrament. Keeping his commandments makes us a part of his promise that we – and others – will not
be left orphaned. Every time we expand the boundaries of OUR love, WE become advocates who assist,



comfort, encourage, counsel, and lift-up others, caring for those who may be experiencing daily life as
“orphans” – as “wolf children” if you will – in our own world. Yes, these are frightening times, with loss
of social connections, of health, of income, and even life. However, we see the Spirit’s ongoing presence
and power among us – in our congregation, in the community, and beyond – in the generosity, the
encouragement, the profound sacrifice of so many to meet the needs of others. 
     Our Lord promised to not leave us orphaned. Over and over, day after day, regardless of what is
happening in our lives, this is his abiding promise. We have not been abandoned. May we love with all
that we are and all that we have, even as God – revealed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – loves US with
all that God is, and with all that God has. Amen

Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and
places in praying for the Church, the world, and all who are in need.
  

Abiding God, come into all the homes around the globe from which your people offer their prayers. Bless
leaders of the Church catholic as they guide the faithful through this pandemic. Grant your grace also
to the devout in other religions of the world, and show your kindness to all who search for you, whether
within or outside the Church.



Creating God, help us revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes, springs, and other bodies of water
that give life to your creatures. Form us into good stewards who protect the waters on which we rely.
  

Righteous God, instill in all the leaders of nations a desire for justice and the will to serve the oppressed.
We pray especially for those nations in which dictatorship threatens the population. Guide our nation’s
governors in their difficult pathway between the threat of disease and the dangers of scarcity and
isolation. Bring our legislators into agreement about how to assist those in need. Give us patience in
facing our current predicament.
  

Compassionate God, use our hands to reach out to those who are in great need, those who suffer from
the coronavirus, those living in loneliness and fear, those without jobs, and those who mourn their dead.
Uphold those whose futures have been taken away from them. We pray for health care workers and for
residents in care homes, prisons, and refugee camps, and for the countless persons who carry heavy
burdens.
  

God of motherly and fatherly love, embrace all orphans. Help us support agencies that attend to the
world’s orphans and all who shield them from human traffickers. Give to all nations wisdom concerning
the refugees who are children. Watch over all children whose usual caregivers are absent. Form us into
your children who love all whom you have made.

 

Eternal God, your kingdom is eternal and we remember the saints who have gone before us. Unite us
forever in your final victory over death in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
  

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.
  

Jesus of Nazareth does not leave his followers orphaned. Through the Holy Spirit, he comes to abide with his
disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as
the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in Holy Baptism and pray that our gathering around word and prayer will
transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Easter Acclamation and Dismissal
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude                               Ostinato John McCann

 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Heide Cannon

in memory of Dora Stender.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Cathy McAden

in memory of her niece, Michelle Kemmer.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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