
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of
the man born blind healed by Jesus of Nazareth. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the
man. In Holy Baptism, God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s
beloved sons and daughters. As David was anointed king of Israel, God anoints our
head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

March 22, 2020

WE WORSHIP WITH PRAYER AND THE WORD

Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Readings – 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14

Holy Gospel - John 9:1-41

Jesus of Nazareth heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards
as spiritual blindness to the things of God.

 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?" 3Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's
works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one
can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made
mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes, 7saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar
began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?" 9Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is
someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." 10But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" 11He
answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and
washed and received my sight." 12They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put
mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see." 16Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not
observe the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were divided. 17So they
said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet."

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who
had received his sight 19and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" 20His
parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees,



nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." 22His parents said this because they
were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put
out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory to God! We know that
this man is a sinner." 25He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now
I see." 26They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27He answered them, "I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?" 28Then they
reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from." 30The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person
born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 34They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and
are you trying to teach us?" And they drove him out.

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 36He
answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." 37Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he." 38He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, "I came into this world for
judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind." 40Some of the Pharisees near him
heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?" 41Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have
sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin remains."

Sermon

DAY: Lent 4A
TEXT: John 9:1-41
DATE: 22 March 2020

     It was on a Friday evening about a month ago that our Holy Trinity Senior & Junior Youth were treated
to a Mystery Dinner down in the Fellowship Hall. Presented with cryptic menus with the true identities of
the items listed disguised, the youth blindly placed their orders for each course – not knowing what food
and/or eating utensils the adult servers would place before them, not knowing if they had even ordered
a knife, or fork, or spoon with which to eat. 
     This experience of “blind dining” brings to mind a restaurant in Zurich, Switzerland, at which the entire
dining experience takes place in TOTAL darkness. The restaurant – one of the larger, private-sector
Swiss employers of people with impaired vision – is named blindekuh, which translated from the German
means “blind man’s bluff,” named after the children’s game. Before entering the dining room, patrons
peruse the menu and place their orders. The visually-impaired wait staff members then have the guests
put their hands on the shoulders of the person ahead of them in order to lead them to their tables in the
pitch-black dining room. Once seated, diners feel a bit more at ease as they feel around in the darkness
to identify their napkins, utensils, and glassware. However, when the food is served, concerns about
spilling something, or missing one’s mouth, or messing up one’s clothing rise to the surface. One does
not eat with one’s eyes at blindekuh. Instead, the other four senses – functioning at heightened levels
– are called upon to really “open one’s eyes” to the fine dining experience, focusing patrons’ attention
on the smells, tastes, sounds, and textures of the food and drink. Diners are invited into a NEW vision,
a NEW way of experiencing their meal.
     Our gospel reading on this Fourth Sunday in Lent portrays a “NEW VISION” story in which we hear
about a man born blind begging on the streets. As Jesus and his disciples walk along, the man is dealing
with the life-long darkness of daily life as best he can using his four remaining senses. Putting ourselves
into the sensory world of the parable, we can imagine the man blind from birth hearing footsteps
approaching. He feels the ground under his own feet. He hears sounds of people talking and asking
questions, and one man responding to them. Perhaps every now and then he hears the thud of a coin
hitting the ground near him as others pass by and toss some charity his way. He feels the touch of
unfamiliar hands spreading a gooey paste of mud on his eyes. He smells the pungent mixture of spit and



dirt. He smells the dust on someone’s garments. He feels hands guiding him in the direction of the pool
of Siloam. He feels and smells and perhaps tastes the cool splash of water as he washes away the mud
and it runs down his face. The man born blind then has the experience of being able to SEE with his
EYES for the first time in his life!
     It is then that the healed man’s troubles really begin. How could he have anticipated that his healing
by Jesus of Nazareth would set off such a string of unintended consequences with which to deal. Gifted
now with eyesight, the man is badgered by the religious leaders not once, but twice, with multiple
questions of “how, how, how” did this happen. They question whether the man’s claim of being blind was
even true to begin with, and then they haul his parents in and quiz them. Finally, on the second
interrogation, after the healed man stands up to their verbal barrage, the authorities drive him out. 
     It is telling that the formerly blind beggar doesn't “see’ the gift of sight as something to be enjoyed as
his own possession, merely something to be added to the other four senses. Instead, he uses his “NEW
VISION” to encourage others to see as well – from a spiritual sense. He repeatedly points to WHAT has
occurred and WHOSE hands did the healing: “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes,
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” After further
questioning, he proclaims, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” Finally, after the
healed man is driven out, Jesus tracks him down, engages him in conversation, leading to the formerly
blind beggar’s affirmation, “Lord, I believe.” 
     The chronology of this parable is revealing: Jesus doesn’t say “IF you believe, THEN I will heal you.”
Instead, it is BECAUSE Jesus heals that the man is THEREFORE EMPOWERED to believe – a
demonstration of God’s pure unconditional love and grace. We see this storyline play out over and over
as Jesus lives – and ends up being executed on a cross – trying to open the eyes of his contemporaries
– and, by extension, OUR eyes as well – to an expanding vision of what it means to be a child of God
in the human family. The freedom that Jesus lived – trusting in the grace of the Holy One he knew
intimately as “Father,” as “Abba,” as “Daddy” –  opened him and his followers not only to a NEW way of
SEEING, but also to a NEW way of BEING in the world. That is the heart of the gospel, the Good News
of Jesus the Christ: BECAUSE he comes to us in Word and Sacrament, we can THEREFORE follow
him and be the hands and feet for his NEW VISION in the world.
     It is interesting that the man born blind is never given a name in this parable because he represents
ALL of us. We, too, live in the darkness of our own blindnesses, especially in these troubled, virus-
tainted times. It is as if we are at the mystery dinner of life, or gathered in a pitch-black dining room, not
knowing what is coming next or how we will handle or deal with it. Yet, the story of the healed blind man
is the story of OUR faith, the story of how God in Christ Jesus, the light of the world, comes to those who
dwell in darkness: to surprise, to intervene, to wash us in baptismal waters, to feed us with his word, to
change the course of our lives, to be a lamp unto our feet, to support and sustain us in times of
pandemic, leading us through death to life. 
     Jesus takes dirt and spit, makes mud, and eyes are opened. The Pharisees are left shaking their
heads – which gives us reason to check our own eyesight, our own vision, this Lenten season. In the
words of poet Andrew King:

What would we see, Lord, if you healed our blindness today?
Would we see you at work in the ones we think to be sinful?
Would we see you at work among the outcasts of the world?
Would we see your love for the poor, the homeless, the hungry?
Would we see your compassion for the weak, the helpless, the afraid?
Would we see you in the stranger, the foreigner, the refugee?
Would we see your likeness – can we grasp it – in each one of ourselves?
Help us to see, Lord. Heal our blindness today.

     
Amen



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Anoint your Church, O God, so that as children of light we shine brightly in a world that longs to know
your love and grace. Hear us, O God.

Help us to restore the green pastures and still waters of this earth and lead us to be responsible stewards
of all that you have created. Hear us, O God. 

Shepherd all peoples, help us break the barriers of hatred and prejudice between those of different
races, faiths, genders, ages, abilities, and sexual orientations, that we may live peaceably together.
Anoint leaders who seek goodness, righteousness, and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate the efforts of
those who would seek to cause division, violence, or terror. Hear us, O God.  

God of strength, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all who seek you in prayer
this day. Accomplish healing through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists,
chaplains, and all who tend to the holistic well-being of the sick, suffering, and dying. Sustain and protect
all who provide care for those impacted by the current virus pandemic. Hear us, O God.  

God of abiding love, you have prepared a table for all who trust in you. We give you thanks for all our
brothers and sisters in Christ who now dwell in your house forever. Join us together with them as your
children in this world and the next. Hear us, O God.  



Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
 

You are also encouraged to use the new online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

Offertory Prayer

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for  the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing & Dismissal

Almighty God, Father, ] Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Our service now begins. Marked with the cross of Christ, go in peace to love and serve the world.

Thanks be to God.


