
We are still the body of Christ even though we are unable to gather for public worship
during this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot be together in person around our Lord’s Table,

we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus of Nazareth’s words in today's gospel are
often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked
to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of
Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

   

 FOURTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST
 

September 6, 2020

   

Prelude Meio Registo 2 ° Tom   Diego da Conceição
(Piece for Divided Stops in the Second Tone)                        (fl. 1670-1700)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your Church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward
all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

First Lesson - Ezekiel 33:7-11
    

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably,
God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

   
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give

them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you
warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you
will have saved your life.

10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and
we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why
will you die, O house of Israel?

Psalm 119:33-40
  

The psalmist asks for the Lord’s guidance and promises to keep God’s commandments always.
 

 33Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
  and I shall keep it to the end.

 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law;
  I shall keep it with all my heart.

 35Make me go in the path of your commandments,
  for that is my desire.

 36Incline my heart to your decrees
  and not to unjust gain.

 

 37Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless;
  give me life in your ways.

 38Fulfill your promise to your servant,
  which you make to those who fear you.
 39Turn away the reproach which I dread,

  because your judgments are good.
 40Behold, I long for  your commandments;

  in your righteousness preserve my life.

Second Lesson - Romans 13:8–14
  

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person
as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

 



8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any
other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer
to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to gratify its desires.

Holy Gospel - Matthew 18:15-20
 

Jesus of Nazareth offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals
—and the community of his followers—should seek forgiveness and reconciliation.

 

Jesus said to the disciples:15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the
fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But
if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell
it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as
a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

Sermon 
 

     There is an old story about two men who lived in a small village. After getting into a terrible dispute

which they could not resolve, they decided to talk to the village elder who was known as a wise, old sage.

The first man went to the elder's home and told his version of what had happened. When he finished,

the wise man said, "You're absolutely right." The next night, the second man called on the village elder

and told his side of the story. The wise man responded, "You're absolutely right." Afterward, the elder's

wife – who had overheard the two visitors – scolded her husband, saying, "Those men told you two

different stories and you told them they were absolutely right. That's impossible – they can't both be

absolutely right." The wise man turned to his wife and said, "You're absolutely right."

     While that story may give us a good chuckle, it is descriptive of life within human community when

disagreements and differences surface and people don’t want to – or can’t – address conflict in a healthy

way. We can imagine disagreement or conflict in the background of today’s gospel reading in which the

author of Matthew’s gospel portrays Jesus of Nazareth offering practical advice to his followers about

how to live together in community. By the time these words were written a decade or two after the fall

of the Jerusalem Temple in 70 C.E., there were most certainly tense differences emerging within the

traditional Jewish community as it attempted to deal with Roman oppression on the one hand and an

upstart group of Christ-followers on the other. 

     This group of early Christians – regarded with suspicion by both the Empire and Judaism – faced

great struggles with their own identity. For such a group to survive, members were called to see

themselves as belonging to a new family. Their close-knit community of committed people of faith was



to be a place of mutual interdependence, where each member was incomplete without the other, where

the suffering of one was the suffering of all, and where the honor of one led to the rejoicing of all. They

were sisters and brothers, defined not by race or nationality or heritage or status but by their baptism into

the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. They were called, empowered, and sent to bear witness

to the forgiveness and reconciliation our Lord brings into the world.

     Of course, those first-century followers were human and had their challenges living out this vision, just

as we, too, face our own struggles. Today’s gospel reading can be a difficult passage for us to digest and

understand, living as we do in a Western culture deeply influenced and shaped by an Enlightenment

philosophy that celebrates individualism. A polarized society such as ours often defines people by their

differences, leading to a climate of anger, mistrust, and violence. Therefore, in the context of radical

individualism and narcissism run rampant, we are called to live out our Lord’s love, forgiveness, and

reconciliation. The point of this passage is less about having a code of conduct to follow and more about

regaining a brother or sister and creating an environment where Christ’s presence can bring healing and

joy.

     Jesus tells his followers to seek the repair of relationships – first one-on-one, then with a small group,

and finally with a community conversation. It assumes that we owe one another our best efforts at

reconciliation. It’s based on truth- telling and listening. It acknowledges that, no matter how sincerely we

try, we may not get there, but try we must. However, if that fails, it’s interesting how he then says to see

the other person as “a Gentile and a tax collector.” We know that Jesus treated reviled tax collectors and

sinners with mercy, with invitation, with hospitality, and with love. We know that Jesus was not afraid to

really listen to and be changed by what he heard, as when the marginalized Canaanite woman

challenged him to heal her daughter, saying “even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s

table.” To see and treat others as Gentiles and tax collectors is to treat them as God’s beloved children.

     We have the power to bind and loose others in our daily lives. With our choices, we can bind each

other even tighter into our separate camps and polarized positions, or we can loose ourselves from our

pride and our ever-present need to be right. We can loose one another from assumptions and

stereotypes and bitterness. The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., wrote, “Love is the only force

capable of transforming an enemy into a friend. We never get rid of an enemy by meeting hate with hate;

we get rid of an enemy by getting rid of enmity. By its very nature, hate destroys and tears down; by its

very nature love creates and builds up. Love transforms with redemptive power.”

     In Word and Sacrament, our Lord makes us “absolutely right” in his sight by grace through faith, and

calls us to be beacons of light in our troubled world. Grounded in the sacrifice of the cross, authentic

Christian community is a lot of work, but it is also powerful, and healing, and a tremendous witness.

When we may grow weary following the path Jesus set, let us hold to his promise that he is always with

us – instructing us in the way of love, urging us on, forgiving us, sending us out to be agents of

reconciliation and peace, and accompanying us wherever we may go. In our life together as Church, may

the world not to see division, and rancor, and self-righteous judgment, but rather forgiveness,

reconciliation, and humility rooted in an ethic of love that points to the inbreaking of God’s kingdom here

on earth, here and now. Amen    



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
  

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the Church, the world, and all those in need.
 

Unite your Church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the cooperative
work of churches in this community, and strengthen ecumenical and interfaith partnerships as well.
 

Help us protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our
care. Empower your children to renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or
pollution.
 

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and cooperation,
teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide government leaders toward laws and practices
that protect the well-being of all. 
 

Help us tend to all in need of your compassion. May we hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those
yearning for forgiveness. Heighten our awareness of societal evils and show us how to end racial
injustice. 
 

Guide us to create community for the lonely and be neighbors to the outcast. Help us shelter all who are
vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit. Sustain those impacted by COVID-19, and uphold our medical
workers. Give people of all ages a sense of responsibility for others. 
 

Sustain us in our work, O God, and help us assist those in need of employment. Shape societies to
ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us with your
protection and power, until, with them, we see your salvation in its fullness. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen



WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.

Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Postlude                      Allegro     João Cordeiro da Silva
(1735-1808?)

Our Mission: “To care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

Today,      Worship Service (via YouTube)

September 6 10:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  1:00 p.m. Youth Tubing Trip
    2:00 p.m. Zoom Orientation Session (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing)

      

Monday,   Church Office closed
September 7    

 

Tuesday, 11:00 a.m. Zoom Orientation Session (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing)    
September 8   7:00 p.m. Church Council (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing)   
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse Available (until 10:00 a.m.)

September 10   5:00 p.m. Zoom Orientation Session (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing) 
        

Friday, 11:00 a.m. Book Discussion Group (via Zoom)  
September 11
 

Saturday,   2:00 p.m.  Zoom Orientation Session (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing)  
September 12
  

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

September 13 10:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)    
   2:00 p.m. Zoom Orientation Session (Fellowship Hall, with masks and distancing)    

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Vivian and Jorge Lazo

in honor of Vivian’s eightieth birthday in July. 

 

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Sally and Jeff Schneider

in memory of Sally’s sister, Mary Katherine Schneider.

The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lynchburg, Virginia

  

Organist-Choirmaster  -  J. William Greene
Pastor  -  Dennis S. Roberts


