
We are the body of Christ as we continue to navigate this time of world-wide crisis. While we cannot
all be together in person around our Lord’s Table, we hear the word of God and hold

each other in prayer as we join our hearts and minds for worship today.

These parables of God’s growing reign of grace and justice on earth use the imagery of seeds
growing on their own, sometimes spectacularly in the case of the tiny mustard seed. The seed of
God’s Word and Sacraments will exhibit a divine power beyond our understanding that produces
more than human efforts could ever hope to achieve. 

   

THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST

June 13, 2021

   

Prelude Prelude on Nettleton Gordon Young
(1919-1998)

Hymn



Apostolic Greeting
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
 

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and
nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen

WE GATHER AROUND THE WORD AND PRAYERS

First Lesson - Ezekiel 17:22–24
 

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone from Judah's royal family (the cedar tree)
to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple.

   
22Thus says the Lord GOD:

I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.

23On the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.

24All the trees of the field shall know
that I am the LORD.
I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree;
I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.
I the LORD have spoken;
I will accomplish it.

 

Psalm 92:1-4, 11-14
  

This is a psalm of thanksgiving and praise. Those who choose righteousness are like a great tree planted in the house of the Lord.
  

It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,
and to sing praises to your name, O Most High;

2to tell of your lovingkindness early in the morning
and of your faithfulness in the night season;

3on the psaltery, and on the lyre,
and to the melody of the harp.

4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD;
and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.



  

11The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.

12Those who are planted in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts of our God;

13they shall still bear fruit in old age;
they shall be green and succulent;

14that they may show how upright the LORD is,
my rock, in whom there is no fault.

Second Lesson - 2 Corinthians 5:6–10, 14–17
 

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus the Christ from a human perspective
but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God's new creation.

 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord

— 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And
he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.

 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old
has passed away; see, everything has become new!

Holy Gospel - Mark 4:26–34
  

Jesus of Nazareth frequently uses parables to teach people as they are able to hear and understand.
Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God's kingdom.

  
26Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27and

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.
28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come."

 30He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use
for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the
seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts
forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade."

 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

Sermon 
 

     The late spring/early summer growing season is well underway in central Virginia. Recent

conversations at our virtual coffee hours have included updates on who has purchased and planted this

flower or that, and the pros and cons of perennials versus annuals. On a recent home visit, an avid

gardener – with visions of sandwiches made with homegrown tomatoes already dancing in his head –

called attention to how much his numerous tomato plants are growing, while another person has fretted

over how one of the tomato plants in her small deck garden is failing to thrive. We like to think that –

through some fool-proof combination of hard work and sheer willpower – we are in control, and will make

our plants grow, thrive, and produce the way we desire. We also know that’s not how gardening works.

That’s not how life works.

     Our gospel reading this morning features Jesus of Nazareth sharing two “gardening” parables to

demonstrate how God’s kingdom takes root in the world. In the first, a sower scatters seed on the ground

and does nothing else. The seeds fend for themselves, or as the gospel writer phrases it, “the earth



produces of itself,” but the sower “does not know how.” When the grain is ripe, the sower “goes in with

his sickle, because the harvest has come.” In the second parable, someone sows a tiny mustard seed

in the ground, and it grows into a gigantic shrub, large enough to offer birds shelter in its shade. 

     Both of these parables would have sounded ridiculous and absurd to Jesus’ original audience. Most

everyone with a lick of sense knows that you don’t toss a bunch of seeds around and then snooze away

the growing season. Attentive gardeners water, fertilize, prune, weed, worry, and protect their plants from

deer, birds, rabbits, and other critters looking for a tasty meal. However, the sower in the story never

harbors the illusion that he's in charge; he knows that he's operating in the realm of the ancient mystery

of seeds, soil, rainfall, and sunshine. In this glimpse of God’s kingdom, it is not our human striving, or our

piety, or our purity, or our worthiness that plants us in God’s garden. It is God’s GRACE ALONE.

     In Jesus’ second parable, a mustard seed is sown in the ground. The joke here is that the people in

Jesus’ day would not have planted mustard. Mustard was a weed  – and a noxious, stubborn weed at

that. A comparable example for us would be like planting dandelions in our lawn, or kudzu which –  even

though brought to this country and planted to prevent soil erosion – quickly took over, suffocating

roadsides, utility poles, and everything else within reach of its fast-growing tendrils. Mustard was a

commonplace nuisance to be eradicated, not something to be cultivated intentionally. So what is Jesus

saying when he describes the sacred and the holy work of God in the world as a tiny, insignificant

mustard seed? What does it mean to compare God’s kingdom to an invasive, spindly weed? And, what

do we make of that image of nesting birds making a home in the branches of the mustard plant? That’s

a joke, too. After all, who wants birds taking up residence in their gardens? Birds eat seeds and fruit and

vegetables, and wreak havoc. Why give them a place to move in? Birds are why some folks put up

scarecrows – to keep the birds away.

     Jesus, however, isn't a “scarecrow” kind of gardener, as he proclaims that the kingdom of God is all

about welcoming the unwelcomed, sheltering the unwanted, and practicing radical inclusion. The garden

of God’s kingdom doesn’t exist for itself. It exists to offer nourishment to everyone – even those whom

the world deems unworthy. It exists to attract and to welcome and include the very people we perhaps

would rather shun. The kingdom of God is a place of hospitality for those whose needs, hungers, and

hopes have been ignored because our eyes are so focused on our own efforts, intentions, and priorities

as we police our “gardens” and shoo the birds away.

     Today, just like our ancestors in the faith, we struggle with our Lord’s images of the kingdom of God:

a gardener who just lets nature take its course as seeds and soil do their slow, mysterious thing; plants

we can neither control nor contain; weeds that run wild and still nourish; weeds in which hungry, raucous

birds can nest. All of this is GOOD news, but it isn’t necessarily easy news, because it’s painful for us

to realize and acknowledge that we are not in charge. It is GOOD news that God’s Spirit plants within

us the seed of faith so that we may trust and live into the mystery that is God’s free and undeserved

grace in Jesus the Christ. It is GOOD news that we may seek God in the commonplace, and embrace

as God’s beloved those we may consider unwanted.

     Can we go about our daily lives this week looking for those places where God’s kingdom is sneaking

in, or spreading out, or taking over little corners of our world? As baptized children of God, can be about

our daily mission to live the faith, speak the word, and do the Gospel? Can we scatter the seed of God’s

kingdom and rest in God’s grace? Can we lean into this bizarre and laughable kingdom? Can we let go

of our self-centeredness and selfishness and ego so that Christ’s love for the world may grow more fully

through us? Can we trust that the God of the impossible-to-understand seed is also the God of the

magnificent harvest? Because of God’s amazing grace, may we learn to do so. Amen



Hymn of the Day

The Prayers
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
  

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith wherever your Spirit is at work. Enliven your Church, so that the
good news of your grace may take root and grow throughout the world. 
 

Creator of all, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the soil
to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Give us the vision and inspiration to care for all that you
have made.
 

Judge of the nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to regard those
under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. 
 

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call on you. We
pray that those who are ill may be restored to health and wholeness. Bless all who suffer and use us to
serve those trapped in cycles of poverty, hunger, and homelessness.
 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at rest in you. At the end, join
us with all your people in the perfection of your eternal presence.
 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 WE WORSHIP WITH OUR OFFERINGS
  

The needs of Holy Trinity’s mission and ministry are ongoing during these times of upheaval and turmoil.
Many of our outreach ministry partnerships are facing increased requests for services. May we be faithful
and generous as we support our mission “to care actively in the name of Jesus Christ.”
 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or dropped off at the church office.
  

You may also use the online giving portal on our website. 
Go to www.holytrinitylynchburg.org and click on “Give.”

You may also download the “GivePlus Church” app for your smart phone from Apple or Google.



Offertory Prayer
  

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Blessing
 

Almighty God, Father, ]  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
 

Our service now begins. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Prelude in C Minor Frédéric Chopin
(1810-1849)

Today, candles are lit in the Globusleuchter in memory of
Louise Goolsby, Stephen Schulz, and Jill Mason who died this past week.

We give thanks for their lives and witness and keep their families in our prayers.

�       �       �

Organist-Choirmaster Bill Greene is on vacation.
We thank Cindy Sanders for sharing her musical talents with us today.



THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
 

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

June 13   8:30 a.m. Indoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

10:00 a.m. Indoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

11:00 a.m. Church Council
11:30 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth (with masks and distancing)
 

Monday,      9:15 a.m. Strength & Balance Exercise Class (with masks and distancing)   
June 14   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class (with masks and distancing)
 

Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. Indoor Service of Holy Communion (with masks and distancing)

June 16
 

Thursday,   9:00 a.m. Parish Nurse available in office (until 10:00 a.m.)

June 17   
 

Friday,   9:15 a.m. Strength & Balance Exercise Class (with masks and distancing)

June 18   9:50 a.m. Chair Yoga Class (with masks and distancing)

  6:00 p.m. Dinner for residents of The Gateway
   

Sunday,   Worship Service (via YouTube)

June 20   8:30 a.m. Indoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

10:00 a.m. Indoor Service of Holy Communion (reservations required)

11:00 a.m. Virtual Coffee Hour (via Zoom)

  5:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Youth (with masks and distancing)

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Sally and Jeff Schneider

in memory of Sally’s brother, James S. Parrish, Jr.

The candles are given to the glory of God
by Wilma and Les Beebe

in honor of their church family.



The liturgy is reprinted by permission: Augsburg Fortress Annual License 44905.
The hymns are reprinted by permission: OneLicense.net A-725273.
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